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Life Keys

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and,
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:12-17
Many of you probably know who Robert Fulghum is, he wrote All I Ever Really
Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten. Fulgham and the Apostle Paul, who
wrote the passage above from Colossians, know a lot about some important keys
for life.

Fulgham says, that most of what he really needed to know about how to live, and
what to do, and how to be, he learned in Kindergarten. Wisdom was not gained at
the top of the graduate school mountain, but in the sandbox at nursery school.
Here are some of the things he learned:














561 Chestnut Street, Taylors Falls, MN 55084-1110

NOT FOR PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

First
Things

October 2020

14

Share everything.
Play fair.
Don't hit people.
Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess.

Don't take things that aren't yours.
Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat.
Flush.
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.
Live a balanced life.
Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play
and work some every day.
Continued on next page

Continued from cover page

Fulgham had many other observations of how to live life, but he concluded
with these thoughts: “Think of what a better world it would be if we all - the
whole world - had cookies and milk about 3 o'clock every afternoon and then
lay down with our blankets for a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our nation
and other nations to always put things back where we found them and clean
up our own messes. And it is still true; no matter how old you are, when you
go out into the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together.”
There is a lot of wisdom in his thoughts and it really parallels in many ways
the wisdom of Paul’s words to the Colossians. Two things I want to highlight.
First, in Kindergarten a fair amount of time was spent constructing things with
building blocks. What did you learn was necessary about those structures?
You had to have a good foundation – right? Paul says the same thing to us in
Colossians. Specifically that our foundation is Jesus. And there are two parts
to applying this to our lives:
1. Build and stand firm in what Jesus has done for you – that is claimed
you and named you - because of Jesus, you are God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved
2. Learn from the best – look to the people who have built a strong and
lasting faith relationship, and learn from Jesus – follow his leading and
guiding – he is the greatest example of how to love and forgive – we
love because he first loved us.
The second thing I want to highlight
is to do as Fulgham suggests, hold
hands and stick together, and do so
clothed in love. Build each other up,
support each other, and let your love
be an active love. I have listened to
too many people tearing each other
apart, be they spouses, parents/
children,
students/teachers,
democrats/republicans, and the list
seems unfortunately endless. The
time is now to claim who we are and
whose we are and to learn to work in
unity to stand fast in the freedom
and harmony won for us through
Jesus death and resurrection. It will
not be easy, but it certainly is
necessary.

New Members

Welcome!
Sunday, October 11th

COUNCILMEETING

Pastor Dwight,

QUILTERS

We’re saying thanks to you
and giving thanks to God
for you because you’re a
great pastor and you’re
loved and appreciated so
much!

SARAHCIRCLE

Many blessings to you!

LIBRARYHOURS

SUNDAYWORSHIP

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Brayden Kirchoff
Teresa Halstrom
Autumn Kittleson
Kent Lundholm
Brittany Nelson
Lucas Clasen
Lucy Tverberg
Kullan Parks
Kelly Luschen
Karen Olson
Dennis Buchholtz
Weston Johnson
Otto Riis
Bruce Carlsted
Lexie Alexander

MONTHLY

OFFICE HOURS@FELC

Pastor Dwight Rudquist

10/08
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/15
10/16
10/20
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/26
10/27
10/29
10/30

Please contact the church office if
there are any errors or omissions.
Thank you.
2
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Intergenerational Faith Formation
Want to know more about what our
education program looks like?

Intergenerational Faith
Formation
October 4th
Communion Sunday
Game Day: Name That Tune
October 11th
Prayer Partner Sunday
Send notes to our prayer partners,
children, youth, college students,
military, hospitalized, elders
October 18th
Communion Sunday
Craft Day: Recipes for a
Reformation meal from Germany
(our ELCA international companion)
October 25th
Reformation Sunday
Communion Sunday
Library Day: Martin Luther
Book display, recorded book video
and books synopsis.

GAME DAYS:
We look to
strengthen our church family bond via
(socially-distanced) interactive Youth
Group ice-breaker games.
FAMILY DAYS:
We look to
strengthen our church family bond by
reaching out to our prayer partners
(children, youth, college students,
military, hospitalized, elders).
CRAFT DAYS:
We look to
strengthen our church family bond by
sharing a Sunday School craft to learn
more about the ELCA's weekly
lectionary, church seasons, and
international companions.
LIBRARY DAYS:
We look to
strengthen our bond with God and one
another by learning more about our
mutual history. The church library is
the place where all ages will find
Christian biographies/autobiographies,
reference books, storybooks, videos,
and information about FELC history.

PRAYER PARTNERS
Who is invited to participate in our prayer partners program?
This program is for all members and friends of First Lutheran – children, youth, young adults,
families, empty-nesters, and elders.
How do I become a prayer partner?
1) Ask someone
2) Record your names on the prayer partners list
(This list is currently available at Sunday morning worship, or by calling the church office.
The list will be posted on the entry bulletin board when indoor worship resumes).
3) Pray for your prayer partner
4) Communicate with your prayer partner – this doesn’t have to be every single day, but decide
how you will connect. (The monthly Prayer Partner Sunday is a great opportunity to
communicate with prayer partners).
How do I know who to ask to be my prayer partner?
1) First, pray about this opportunity. Would you like to pray with one of our children, youth,
young, adults or families? Would you like to pray with one of our elders?
2) Ask someone you see at worship or other church gatherings if they would like to be your
prayer partner. Or peruse the list of members (available from the church office).
3) If you would like any help with the process, Julie Magnuson is available to assist you.
For what period of time should I pray for my prayer partner?
1) The initial timeframe is September 13, 2020 to May 2, 2021.
2) You may also choose to pray for one another after the initial timeframe.
What is the purpose of prayer partners?
1) Caring for others
2) Cultivating relationships across generations
3) Discipleship

Confirmation Class

Please visit our
website for
updated info!!!
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Swedish Word
of the Month

Grades 6 - 8
October Schedule
Wednesday, October 14th at 7pm
Sunday, October 25th at 10:30am

English: Library

Both classes will be via Zoom.

Swedish: bibliotek

If you’d like more information on
attending confirmation classes,
please call the church office!

Calling all young adults!!! We’d
love to hear from you - share
with us what you are up to!
Have you gotten married?
Started a family? Are you in
college? What things are you
doing in your life ~ we’d love to
hear from you and see pictures!
Please email, mail or call us with
anything you’d like to share!
3

Project
Steeple

Repai r

On September 20, we
invited worship attendees to
chalk their favorite verse
after worship!

Please reserve your time/sandwich NO later
than Wednesday, Oct. 7th. Thank you!

Project is scheduled to
start on Sept 28th.
4

We are currently at
79% with $51,665 in
the steeple fund.
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79%

Luther Point Pine Cove
Family Cabins
Looking for a fun getaway not too far away from
home? Luther Point has five cabins situated along
Akermark Bay. Each cabin has been remodeled
and are fully winterized for year-round use. Included in each cabin is
a kitchen, beds, a small living space and a fire ring outside. Check out
their online calendar for availability and to book a stay:
www.lutherpoint.org/family-cabins-2 or call 715-689-2347

BBQ Pulled Pork Drive Up
Saturday, October 10th 1pm - 7pm
Hiram Lodge #287
13005 Lake Blvd, Lindstrom
Adults $10, Kids under 7: $7
Pre-Order tickets, call or text

Pumpkin Patches
Lendt’s Pumpkin Patch
Wyoming, MN ~ 651-462-1516
Pick your own Pumpkins $5
Corn pit, face painting, & more.

SCRMC will be offering a 6week virtual Grief Support
Group via GoToMeeting on
Monday's, October 12 through
November 16. There will be two
different meeting times: 10:30
a.m.-12:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m.7:30 p.m. The groups will be
facility by SCRMC Chaplain,
Dr. Kevin Schumann. Preregistration is requested by
contacting:
Laurie Byrnes at 715-483-0272
or laurie.byrnes@scrmc.org
Please leave your choice of
meeting time and any
questions or additional
information you would like.

Tom’s Pumpkin Farm
Lindstrom, MN ~ 651-433-2905
Pleasant Valley Orchard
Shafer, MN ~ 651-257-9159
Hayrides to Patch $4 (Mask required)
Pumpkins $7
Jensen Pumpkin Patch
Hwy 87 St. Croix Falls, WI
Fri 12-4, Sat/Sun 9-4
Pumpkins, farm animals.
10

651-247-2437

Meal: Two BBQ Pulled Pork
Sandwiches & Three sides (Potato
Salad, BBQ Bakes Beans & Cole Slaw)

Proceeds will help fund two $1,000
scholarships for the 2021 CLHS
Senior Class

Kroppkokor and Swedish Meatballs
Take-Outs
Craft & Canned Goods Sale
Order by Wed, Oct 14th
by calling 651-674-4606
Kroppkakor - $15 for 8 ~ Meatballs - $10 for a container
Pick up Fri - Sun, Oct. 23-25. Staggered times or curbside delivery
Shop during your pick up time
Spring Lake Lutheran Church, 8440 Erickson Rd NE (4 miles west
of North Branch or 9 miles east of Cambridge on Hwy 95)
Phone: 651-674-4606 Email: sll.church@gmail.com
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E. Treasurer’s Report – Becky

Council Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2020, 3:00 via Zoom
Next meeting: October 10, 3:00 via Zoom

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning
God’s Word, and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love
and grace.”
Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Ander son, Mir iam Flysjo,
Craig Loen, Becky Hulden, Pastor Dwight Rudquist
Members Absent : none

A. Opening Devotions - Wendy. Next month Pastor Dwight
B. Sharing Story - Cr aig, Wendy, Mir iam, Pastor Dwight

C. Election of OfficersCraig motioned for a consensus ballot to have the current officers
continue in their offices: President Wendy Szczepanski, Vice
President Craig Loen, Secretary Miriam Flysjo and Treasurer
Becky Hulden. Rose seconded. No discussion. Motion carried.
D. Pastor’s Report- Pastor Dwight
Pastor Dwight is working on developing a mission exploration team
to work through the process of calling a pastor. We need to
determine the gifts and needs of the congregation. The mission
exploration team will be working through the synod process. It has
been slow going because of Covid19.
Pastor said worship online and outdoors has been going well. He is
thankful for all the support given to produce both services.
Pastor Dwight has contacted the confirmation class about virtual
meetings on Zoom. He plans to contact the youth but realizes it is a
difficult situation because they don’t really know him. Rose
volunteered to help make the contact since she has worked with the
youth.
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July and August brought in quite a bit of money for the steeple fund.
In order to meet our budget we need to take in $9500 monthly. We
fell short in July and made it in August. We used the loan money to
pay salaries so money in the special checking account should be
moved to the general checking account.
Angie should record time between two positions: ministry
coordinator and online worship coordinator. Since the budget
wasn’t passed until August, the change was retroactive. Angie was
not informed to record her time differently so she will be asked to
make the change in reporting moving forward.
F. Outdoor services, should we check out borrowing tents to
accommodate worship during rain?
A parishioner asked about borrowing tents so we could have our
outdoor service in the rain. The council decided not to borrow tents
because the moisture could damage the electrical sound system and
electric piano. In addition, it would be difficult to maintain social
distancing with tents. We discussed holding the worship service in
the back parking lot since the grass is so wet. Pastor Dwight will
meet with the task force group about recommendations for further
outdoor worship. Perhaps move the service later so it will be
warmer. Michilu churches are thinking about how to do joint advent
activities online.
G. Next Steeple FundraiserPossibly October 4. Angie, Don and Jerry are planning breakfast to
go- a breakfast sandwich packed into a bag. Maybe people could
pre-order the kind of sandwich and maybe indicate when they are
coming to pick it up. The breakfast bags could be handed out the
window. Council supports this fundraiser.
H. Transition
Pastor Dwight received an email from Krista Lind saying that
Trinity Church would like to discuss a shared ministry. They are
looking to hire a part time associate pastor so we could hire a part
time pastor. We don’t know what a shared ministry would look like
but it is worth pursuing. We might have to make some compromises.
As mentioned in his report, Pastor Dwight will be forming a mission
exploration team to determine our needs and how to move forward.
I. Motion to adjourn by Miriam, second Rose.
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Dear First Lutheran Family:

Annie’s family feels blessed and more than grateful by
the donation of your time and spirit in putting together
Annie’s estate sale for the steeple fundraiser.
Annie loved her church and championed the steeple
renovation. We know she is looking down watching the
project come to fruition in a few days.

2020-2021
Council/Officers:

Church Office
651-465-5265
www.tflutheran.org

Wendy Szczepanski—President
Craig Loen—Vice President

Again, we feel blessed by your kind and considerate team
spirit.

Becky Hulden—Treasurer
Miriam Flysjo —Secretary

Thank you, thank you!!

Rose Anderson

Aunt Annie’s Family

Financial Secretary
Jerry Rhoads

Thanks for all the cards when I
was in St. Croix Nursing Home.
Cleo Stomberg

Dear Friends & Family,
We thank you for the many cards Jean received
celebrating her 96th birthday. She enjoys
looking at them & remembering all of you.
Aloha,
Jean, Sat Rattan & Hari
(Full card posted at church)
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Mission Statement

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an
intergenerational praying community, to learn
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships
as we grow in God’s love and grace.
(Mission Statement approved 2017)

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org
7 of each month.
Articles due the 10th

