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Dear siblings in Christ,
Soon after you read this,
I will bid farewell to
FELC. And it is because I
want you to fare well that I
have sought another place
to serve.
I want you to know that
it's been a high privilege to
have served for a time as
your pastor, and after I
leave on 10/6, I will no
longer be your pastor, but I
will always care how you are,
and have you in my prayers. I have appreciated your love & care, and
know you will bless those who serve with you next. And I have been
deeply blessed by so many of your staff & leaders - I hope I have
opportunity to work with people of this caliber in serving in the new
places God calls me.
I encourage each & every one of you to engage in something
meaningful to you in the ministry of this congregation. Some of you
cannot fit one more thing in, but some of you could find an
involvement that blesses you and others, and helps you grow in your
love & trust of God. Read your church's mission statement, and think
about which part of it you feel most called to grow in now.
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First
Things

October 2019

When a professional pastor leaves a congregation, she or he stops
being your pastor. Someone else will have the responsibilities of
baptizing, marrying, burying & serving you God's holy supper, and
providing pastoral care. And that is as it should be. And I will be
growing new relationships - at least for a time- with the people of
Trinity in Eau Claire.
I will look forward to hearing how your discernment goes in where
God is calling you next, and I will always welcome hearing how you
are. And I will trust the God who we know is holding all of our lives in
strong & gentle hands.
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The peace of Christ be with you - and stir up your hearts,
love, Pr. Mary Kaye

New Members Welcome!

Please join us to celebrate two
events on Sunday, October 6th
with worship & communion,
and after, Annie Lindgren’s
99th birthday and Pastor Mary
Kaye’s farewell!

SUNDAYWORSHIP

OFFICE HOURS@FELC

Adult

The choir meets every Tuesday from 7-8:30pm and is open to all!
It is a great environment to be with so many people who love to
share their gifts and talents in worship. As the director and also a
teacher of voice for 30 years, I strive to make people feel
welcomed; to make it a fun learning environment, and to help
people feel comfortable with singing. Our choir throughout the
years has been very open to middle and high school age youth.
This year we are welcoming a 5th grader!
Levi Linngren has started coming to choir
and will be mentored by a very caring group
of singers! Welcome Levi!
Rehearsal Schedule
Tuesday Evenings
7:00pm—8:30pm
October 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd & 29th

COUNCILMEETING

OCTOBERBIRTHDAYS
Annie Lindgren
Ben Fehrenbacher
Brayden Kirchoff
Kelly Jorgensen
Teresa Halstrom
Autumn Kittleson
Kent Lundholm
Brittany Nelson
Lucas Clasen
Brittany Johnson
Lucy Tverberg
Kullan Parks
Cody Dexter
Kelly Luschen
Karen Olson
Dennis Buchholtz
Weston Johnson
Otto Riis
Bruce Carsted
Lexie Alexander

SARAHCIRCLE

QUILTERS
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10/03
10/05
10/08
10/09
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/20
10/21
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/26
10/27
10/29
10/30

Please contact the church office if there
are any errors or omissions. Thank you.

CHOIRSCHEDULE

Worship Services Choir
will sing on Sundays
(Arrive at 8:30am for warm up)

October 6th, 13th & 27th

As always, I invite you into conversation about choir and am
always up to a cup of coffee to chat!
In Christ’s Peace,
Michelle Lynch
MONTHLYGIVING REPORT

It’s been brought
to our attention
that some of the
new Church
Directories from
LifeTouch are missing some
pages. If you have one of
these, please call the church
office and we’ll get a
replacement to you!
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First
Lutheran
Youth

CONNECT
INVITE
EQUIP

The Scripture Passage that captures all of this comes from 1 Timothy
4:12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young. But
be an EXAMPLE to all believers in the way you speak, and behave,
and in your love, your faith and your integrity.
Please PRAY for our youth in this community as we venture forward
this year in learning how to reach out in love and looking beyond
ourselves. And pray that God works through you in a very special way
through your time and talents to help our youth.
Our Main Theme and Bible Passage this year is

"The Armor of God: STAND FIRM"
Youth Group 2019-2020

from Ephesians 6:10-11

This year we are going to try something new; change things up and
focus on a Model for Intergenerational Faith Formation: Love and
Serve: Youth Group Learns Compassion in Visiting Aging Adults;
and inviting people to come to a Wednesday night to share their faith
stories.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's
schemes.

This is called Y-LAC, Youth: Leadership And Compassion. There will
be fellowship, bible study intermingled. But the HEART of the group
will revolve around service to the community. Y-LAC will bring our
youth directly into outreach and I strongly need additional ADULTS to
help even just one Wednesday a month.

Looking forward to another great year with our youth and partnering
with more adults and parents!
God's peace,
Michelle

Here is how this is going to look (sometimes due to availability some
Wednesdays may be switched)
Week by week plan:
Week 1: Caring Crafts/Projects to be delivered the following week
Week 2: Visitation - Adults drive youth to visit older adults from the
congregation, community, and nursing homes. If you already know of
someone who would love a visit please let me know! Youth will be
trained to give a short devotional, deliver the craft, have an outline of
questions to ask, and take a picture with their new friend! These will be
printed and put on our bulletin board.
Week 3: Serving in Love - projects are almost all things that can be
done at the church. IDEAS WELCOMED!
Week 4: Just for fun! Traditional youth group activities, games, going
out to hike, bowling, get ice cream, etc.....
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Fall Maple Syrup Sales Continue Downtown Taylors Falls
The Youth Ministry will continue with
their fall sales and are seeking more
individuals who would be willing to help
out on the sales shifts. If you are
interested please contact Don Hansen
612-201-1086 or Michelle Lynch 715-220
-2782 and let them know which day and
shift you could help. We would be very
grateful for more adults who are willing
to help as our Adult Guides have
diminished. Here are the dates and times
when sales will be set up:
Saturday Oct. 5th
Sunday Oct. 6th

11am –2pm AND 2pm—5pm
11am—2pm AND 2pm—5pm

Saturday Oct. 12th 11am –2pm AND 2pm—5pm
Sunday Oct. 13th

11am—2pm AND 2pm—5pm

If you come for the first shift at 11am please arrive a bit earlier to help
with the set up; if you come for the afternoon shift please be willing to
stay a few minutes to pack up everything into Don's truck.
THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS? About how syrup sales work?? We will gladly help you get
acquainted with the "ins & outs" of syrup sales!! Don't hesitate to ask!

More ADULTS needed to
help with the
Youth Ministry
This year we are experiencing and
saddened that 2 of our male leaders.
who for personal reasons, have not been able to stay on as leaders. This
puts us at a GREAT NEED for the involvement of more MEN in our
ministry. Do you have a passion and love for Jesus? Are you willing to
share that love and faith with youth from our church and community?
Middle School and High School youth are great to hang out with and
they need loving, caring, consistent adults in their lives! Would you be
willing to talk to Michelle Lynch about what this role looks like and how
your gifts and talents would fit in? I strongly believe in our responsibility
to invest in our youth and have a willingness to come alongside them as
many of them are just beginning to understand just who Jesus is! YOUR
involvement may very well be what these youth need. It has been
proven that children/youth need 5 caring loving ADULTS in their
lives besides their parents. I am very willing to talk with you about
our ministry and what being a leader looks like. And if you are only able
to come a few times a month that is OK! PLEASE contact me so we can
meet for coffee and engage in a wonderful conversation!

The youth are looking for a place
to hold their annual October
Bonfire night on October 23rd.
(Rain Date: Oct. 30th) Please contact
Michelle Lynch if you are willing to
have a group of 10-14 youth at your
place from 6:30-8pm!
We are being very intentional this year in engaging more with the
congregation and getting to know more of you!
This would be a wonderful way to get to know
the youth that come here on Wednesday
evenings. Michelle supplies the gourmet s'mores;
we just need someone with a fire pit and a
willingness to have some great kids come and
hang out and play games! THANK YOU!!

4
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The youth enjoyed their 2nd Wednesday together working on a fall craft
and getting ready for their first visit coming up Sept. 25th to Leo and
Carol Nelson's home. They worked on coming up with a fun Christian
joke, 10 questions to invite Leo and Carol into a conversation, picked a
psalm to read and
wrote a closing prayer.
This will be our format
as we venture out this
year to connect with
more and more people!
God is doing great
things here!!

Confirmands and parents will meet
in the library on Wednesday, Oct.
2nd at 6pm. Please email Pastor
the choices you want to learn, (or
bring them), from the email or letter
that was sent to you. It will form
some of the substance of what
you’ll be doing ongoing.
Life Group for HS and College Age young
adults will meet on Sundays
Sunday Mornings
10:15 - 11:15am
October Dates:
6, 13, 20, & 27

Life
Group

Save the Dates!
October 22-25, 2019
Young at Heart, SR Adult Retreat

November 7-10, 2019
Craft & Scrapbooking Retreat

November 14-17, 2019
Craft & Scrapbooking Retreat

November 9th
Harvest Festival

December 7th
Cookie Exchange &
Advent Celebration

January 24—26, 2020
JR/SR High Winter Camp
For more info and to register, visit:
WWW.LUTHERPOINT.ORG
18
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Weeding and
mulching the
children’s
playground.

Hospital Craft Bag
for Children’s
Hospital patients

Cookies for law
enforcement as a
thank you.

On Sunday, September 8th, during worship, everyone was encouraged
to find a “station” that they could work with other church members
to create something for someone else! We all can work together to
create beautiful things for others and that’s
exactly what was accomplished that day!
Thank you to all who participated!!!

Creating cards and
writing to others.

Weeding
Sidewalks

6

17

St. Croix Falls AutumnFest & Craft Fair
St. Croix Falls Library Plaza
October 5th 9a-3p
Vendor art, craft, & merchandise village that
includes farmers market, live music, kids
activities, and more!

Book
study
at
the
Lodge!
Participants
are
reviewing Trouble I’ve Seen
Changing the Way The Church
Views Racism by Drew G. I.
Hart.
If you’re interested in
participating, please contact
PMK or call the church office so
we can make sure you know
about schedule changes and get
you a book! Look for us in the
sunroom! Friends
& neighbors are
welcome!
Meeting time at
the Lodge will be
10:30-11:30am on
Wednesdays.
October 2nd, 9th,
16th, & 23rd

Stretch your
faith one more
time with
Pastor Mary
Kaye on Thursday, Oct 3rd
from 6:30pm—8pm. Bring your
Bible, a notebook or journal &
food if you are hungry! Meet
in the library!
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thrive

A CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN

LAMAR FIBER
FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 12th
9am—5pm
Did you know…….Every
Monday, from 4:00 to 6:00pm,
Zion Lutheran Church in
Chisago City hosts a free
community meal! ALL ARE
WELCOME!!!
The Chisago Lakes Area
Community is
cordially
invited to
participate in
a time of Food
and Fellowship!!!!

Lamar Community Ctr
1488 200th Street
St Croix Falls, WI
Spinners, knitters, dyers,
weaver, felters & crocheters.
Come experience the beauty of
how things are made!

OCTOBER 25, 7-9 pm &
OCTOBER 26, 9-4pm
Are you tired of just “surviving”?
Schedules, deadlines, and others’ needs,
can leave us longing for more of what
Jesus promised to give. Thrive is a
conference designed to help you
experience more of Jesus. Come join us!

KOST CHURCH, NORTH BRANCH, MN
REGISTER AT KOSTCHURCH.ORG/
EVENTS OR CALL (651)583-3281
Suggested donation ~ $20

Beer & Hymns
Sunday, October 27th
5:00pm at the Uncommon Loon
Brewery in Chisago City
7

River Valley Christian Women’s Connection invites both

MEN and WOMEN to

Steeple Fundraising
Each square foot is $30.
We appreciate all
donations towards replacing
our steeple.
Online donating is now
available! Check out the
church website!

Saturday, October 5th
At 12:00pm
Hulden/Nelson Farm, 19962 Furuby Road,
Taylors Falls ~ Phone: 651-465-3631

River Valley Christian Women’s Connection – CWC Stonecroft
Questions? Concerns? Call Diane 651-808-8579
8

Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Side Dishes
& Brownies
Free Will Offering
Additional funding from Thrivent.
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Meeting Agenda
Church Council of First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
September 8, 2019, 10:45am-2:00pm
“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word,
and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.”
Members Present: Pastor Mary Kaye, Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Craig
Loen, Becky Hulden, Miriam Flysjo Members Absent: None
A. Opening Devotions- Becky

Pastoral care:
PMK has done a burial and 14 pastoral visits since our last council meeting, and
anticipates there will be that many or more before her departure, (visits, hoping for
no burials.)
Unfinished business
1.

Nativity scene- Was restored by Carol Elliot Olson. Craig will verify where it is.

2.

Church sign on county road 37 needs to be replaced. Don had done a lot of
checking with the city and was going to get an estimate from a sign shop.

3.

Side door by scary stairway is a safety concern. It needs a fire safe push bar.
Check with Joe to see where what he knows. Does Joe want to install it? It might
need a heavier door. Craig will call Joe.

4.

Is there a rider on the insurance policy so kids are insured when working at the
Sugar shack? They still clean buckets at the shack. From 3/10/19 minutes: We
need to know what type of insurance coverage do we have :Replacement cost or
actual cost or depreciated amount. Joe will call. We do not have an answer for
this yet.

5.

On 8/11/19 it was decided to form a Stewardship committee- Becky and PMK
volunteered to be on the committee. PMK is leaving. Becky feels more called to
provide pastoral care. Will need volunteers from the congregation to lead and be
on this committee. Wendy will check to see if someone will head it up and
volunteered to be part of the committee.

6.

From 6/9/19 council minutes: The lights on the steeple were discussed and why
they were removed. Joe said he was going to look at churches in Stillwater that
light up their steeples to see how their lights are set up. If we are going to light up
the steeple again it needs to be affordable and safe to maintain. Jeanne Fick has
memorial money to get lights on steeple, (PMK unsure of how much.) Craig will
call Joe.

B. Sharing story– where have you witnessed God’s Spirit in action? PMK, Becky,
Miriam
C. Treasurer Report - Becky
September 1 the total offering was $1322. As of Aug. 30 there was $2594 in
Checking.
Total $70,529, including designated accounts. Payroll $2829 for the two week period.
We need about $3000 a week to meet budget.
Becky will check with Janelle to ensure there is enough in the account to cover
payroll this week.
We need $3800 every two weeks to just cover payroll.
D. Steeple Fundraiser Update-PMK and Wendy
Steeple fundraiser for Sat Sept 7 was cancelled due to Wendy and Joe’s sale. Wendy
and Joe made $1670 in cash on their yard sale fundraiser. There were other checks so
the total was close to $2000. We were at 63% of our goal. Now with this contribution
we are close to $23,000 which is about 70% of our goal for the steeple fund.
Next Fundraiser – at Leo and Carol’s on Saturday, Oct. 5 at noon. Serving
pulled pork sandwiches.

Financial
1.

From 3/12/17 council minutes: “Revelations (our financial program) entries for
giving. Joe made a motion that all identified gifts of record have a Revelations
account set up and that donors receive an end of year statement giving. Rose
seconded. Motion carried. We also need to acknowledge all those who give
special gifts to the church. PMK made a motion we, as grateful recipients, on
behalf of FELC, make it a practice for the Council to acknowledge gifts from
nonmembers and gifts that appear noteworthy from members, within one month
of receipt. Rose Seconded. Motion carried” PMK has been writing the notes.
Becky volunteered to continue writing the thank you notes when PMK leaves.

2.

Becky made the motion: Congregational giving records will be made available to
a called pastor for pastoral ministry and stepwise giving data be will be made
available to the council and future stewardship committee. The stepwise data will
show how many people give 0-$50, $51-$100, $101-$120 a week without
indicating names of givers. Motion seconded by Craig. Motion passed.

3.

Council will get scanned sheet of weekly giving so members can be apprised of
budget concerns before the next meeting. This information is not the weekly
bulletin but is in the newsletter. If we don’t have enough money to pay our staff
9

E. Pastor’s Report – PMK
Talked to the council about reading through the minutes of the last 2-3 years to see
what has been important and to follow up on items not finished.
Worship
Confirmation will be 9/22 or 10/6 so the one confirmand can be confirmed before
PMK leaves. We are switching to another liturgy setting in October: setting 8, which
the congregation knows. Michelle Lynch will be playing the piano for worship until
further notice. She should be paid what Michelle Caneday was paid. $85 a Sunday.
The council agreed it is not the time to look for a new organist now.
When Michelle is leading the choir, both on Tuesday evenings for rehearsal, and
when she directs the choir in worship, an accompanist is needed. That person will
earn what Michelle Caneday earned.
We need a back up plan for running sound as Pete can’t always be here. PMK will
write a note to the people who are trained to ask them if they will be on a back-up
14
schedule.

Sept. 8 Council Minutes Continued….

we need to let staff know.
4.

Craig asked bank about credit. Bank has to look at our records before they could
consider a loan. They will look at three criteria: Do we have money saved? Do we
have pledges? Do we have debt? Bank is not interested in the church building. A
private person could guarantee the loan but that would be risky.

5.

Our church is older..as are many churches. And if we keep doing the same things
the same ways, and are unhappy with youth involvement, we will continue to
grow older and older as a congregation.) Pr. Mary Kaye estimates ⅓ of us are 70+,
⅓ are 50-70. We don’t have engagement from everyone. We need to have
disciples to do things to engage them and not make the person feel like they have
to do the same job forever.

Could send a note to the neighborhood kids could use the playground now that there
are new wood chips. If an invitation is sent out it would have to say that kids need to
be supervised by an adult to make sure we are not liable. Maybe someone would be
willing to supervise the playground a couple times a month.

contact Bishop Lull about next steps now that PMK has resigned. We
will see if it is possible to have the same synod person working with
Trinity to work with us. The council is available to meet with the synod
representative at 6:30 but not Tuesday. What to expect… will there be
a pastor here by Oct 13?
Remember if we are going to share a pastor, we might have to change our worship
schedule.
Stewardship questions from Ryan Brodin
What is FELC looking to get out of our conversations on stewardship?
The council discussed that the questions for stewardships are relevant to next step for
our congregation. What do we want? What is important to us as a church? In addition to
the questions from Ryan Brolin we added Question 9: What does God want us to do and
be?
What is a good way to get this discussion going with our members? Pulpit
talk?
After much discussion the council decided the best way to get input from the
congregation was to have small group discussions. We decided the coffee hour
was the best time to reach the most people. We are calling it Coffee with the
council and will start Sept. 15 and continue over the next few months. The
congregation will have a few minutes to visit and then the council members
will each sit at a table and discuss a couple of questions with the people at the
tables. We will include the children too.

F. President’s Report – Wendy
A couple of people were unhappy with the God’s work our hands Sunday. If doing
outdoor jobs that take more time, a different time should be planned. Other people did
like the chance to work together. It was an intergenerational event. We got to talk to
other people. There were many activities for people with different interests and
different ability levels. We need to plan 2-3 months earlier to get the word so people
know it is coming and can plan activities. (It felt like it snuck up on us!)

Becky will type up the first questions and give them to Angie to print out for
the council members.
What did you do for God’s work our hands? How did you like what you did?
What suggestions do you have for next year?
What are you most excited about as a congregation? Where is the energy
here?
What concerns or fears do you have?

Steps forward1. Work on resolving tasks that were started in the last few years.
2. Need a pastor here on Sunday when PMK leaves. Supply preacher- want
Gospel proclaimed, sacraments given and sermon.
Difference between a supply preacher and an interim pastor. A supply preacher for one
Sunday can be obtained with only a few week’s notice. It could be a different pastor
every week. The supply pastor earns $150 a week plus mileage. The supply pastor does
not do any visits.
A Supplyplus pastor does the weekly service plus hospital visits and funerals. We are
not sure about the fee for a supply plus pastor. When PMK does a pastoral care call for
another congregation, she earns $25 an hour +mileage from home for every visit.
An interim might be harder to find since our current pastor is only .4. The possibility of
finding an ordained pastor to come here every Sunday to preach is slim. We have to
pay mileage. In addition an interim pastor is not allowed to be called by that
congregation.
There are a few possibilities for a pastor in the area:
Trinity in Lindstrom looking for ½ time pastor… could that person be ¼ here
Pastor at Church in Dresser just resigned so they are looking for a pastor.
Kristoff Schmidt is an ordained pastor and worship leader in Chisago Lakes.
TEEM (theological education in emerging ministry) program in seminary designed to
help congregation… person serve while still attending seminary
3. Someone from the synod staff (probably Justin Grimm as he is
assigned to northern area) will10come to meet with council. Wendy will

Two council members will be at the exits to poll the members who don’t go to
coffee.
After Coffee with the Council there will be a short council meeting to determine our
next questions and when our next Coffee with the council will be.
By talking to the congregation we will have better information before meeting
with the representative from the synod. People will know we are trying to
figure out our path forward by talking to members. Hopefully, this will
increase engagement.
G. Other business
What about an intergenerational educational time? We could have an activity during
coffee hour. There could be a different project at each table or the same project. The
projects could be based on the scriptures for the day. It could be a skit, song, pictures.
October 6 reception for Pastor Mary Kaye with cake and fruit.
H.

Motion by Miriam seconded PMK by to Adjourn

Next council meeting on Oct 13 at 10:30 13

Sunday
Mornings
during
Fellowship
Hour

Church Office
651-465-5265
www.tflutheran.org

2019-2020
Council/Officers:
Wendy Szczepanski—President
Craig Loen—Vice President
Becky Hulden—Treasurer
Miriam Flysjo —Secretary
Rose Anderson
Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley
Financial Secretary
Jerry Rhoads

Coffee hour is a great time for me to catch up with or
learn new things about fellow members and visitors to
our church. A week ago, the church council added to
that flow of information with "Coffee with Council". We
asked those present, in small groups and individually,
three questions:

Ideas?

1. What excites/invites you about our ministry at FELC?
2. What concerns/worries do you have about our
ministry at FELC?
3. Reflections on God's Work, Our Hands.
The answers to those questions were informative but
incomplete. As with any given Sunday, some people Thou
ghts?
weren't there. Or they were there, and thought of other
things later. Or they are unable to attend church at this
time. We want to hear from everyone, so we will be having "Coffee
with Council" on a few Sundays a month. If you can't be there, send us
an email or drop a note in the mail.
As we move forward, it will help to have feedback from
our members. Big decisions need big involvement. I'm
looking forward to hearing from you!

Share yours
with us!

Wendy Szczepanski, church council president
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Mission Statement

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an
intergenerational praying community, to learn
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships as
we grow in God’s love and grace.
(Mission Statement approved 2017)

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.” Psalm 90:1
Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org
Articles due the 10th of each month.
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