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   This last month, council members had the pleasure of listening to your 
questions, thoughts and concerns. One question stuck in my mind. Why do we 
have a liturgy, is it really necessary? 

   That question prompted me and others to do some research. When I checked 
out our Synod resources, the trail led back to the beginning, our own hymnal. The 
rational of why we worship the way we do is found in the back of the book on 
page 1154. The next few pages give the Biblical references to the parts of 
worship.  

    Michelle Lynch found an explanation on the website of a Lutheran church in 
New Brunswick, which is aligned with the Missouri Synod and so the hymnal 
page numbers are different. We are printing just part of it but you can find it all 
online at goodsheperd.nb.ca/liturgy   

    I hope you enjoy the search as much as I have! 

In Christ's love,  Wendy 

The Lutheran Liturgy -- Its Biblical Roots 

An Outline of the Order of Holy Communion* 
* the following presentation corresponds to the order of Divine Service II from the hymnals Lutheran Worship, 

pp. 158ff and Divine Service, Setting I from Lutheran Service Book, pp. 151ff. 
 

The service of preparation 
 

 

First 

Things 

PARTS OF 

THE SERVICE 

EXPLANATION 

The Prelude 
 
Music helps draw us into an attitude of prayer and praise. 

The Ringing of 
the Bells 

This is a call to God's people "to enter the Lord's gates with 

A Hymn of  
Invocation 

 

We are a "singing church," so we follow the advice of the 
apostle Paul to teach and admonish "one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing  with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord" This hymn may be one of praise, prayer, 
or reflection on the season of the church year. 

Continued on pages two & three 
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The Service of the Word 
 
From the time of the apostles down through today, an important part of the 
service has been the reading of the Scriptures, including the Old Testament 
Lesson, the Epistle Lesson from the New Testament, and the Gospel 
Lesson.  The reason for including these readings is the scriptural principal 
that God's Word is the only rule and guide for Christian faith and 
living.  The Service of the Word concludes with the sermon (which is the 
preached word), the church's confession of faith in response to God's 
Word, and the prayers of God's people.  

The Introit of 
the Day 

Introit is a Latin word meaning "he enters into."  The 
Introit is a part of a psalm or a hymn that announces the 
theme of the day and begins the Service of the 
Word.  Many years ago the faithful would meet outside 
and then proceed into the church.  The pastor and the 
people would chant psalms as they entered the sanctuary. 
The Introit traditionally consists of an Antiphon, or 
refrain, a Psalm or a series of Psalm verses, the Gloria 
Patri*, and the Antiphon repeated. 

The Kyrie 
 
Kyrie is a Greek word meaning "O Lord." It is a cry to the 
Lord for help and strength*.  In ancient times, the crowds 
would shout "Lord, have mercy" as the King entered their 
town.  The church has taken over his prayer to greet its 
King Jesus Christ in the church service.  As the people so 
long ago expected help from their King, so we Christians 
expect help from our Savior. 

The Invocation We call upon God to be present with us. We worship the 
triune God, remembering our Baptism in His 
name*.  Amen means "So be it, it is true!" 

The 
Confession  
of Sins 

We examine ourselves and publicly confess our sins. Such 
a confession at the beginning of the service provides a 
climate of acceptance. In spite of our sins, we are 
accepted by God, and in turn we can accept each other. 

The 
Absolution or  
Declaration of  
Grace 

Christ said to his disciples, "If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven".  The pastor speaks for God and 
announces God's cleansing  forgiveness to those who 
made confession. 
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The Hymn of 
Praise 

Two hymns of praise, "Glory to God in the highest" and 
"This is the feast of victory," give the congregation the 
opportunity to praise God and express joy because Jesus 
is our victorious Savior.  During Advent and Lent, the 
hymn of praise is omitted. 
* "Glory to God in the highest" or "This is the feast of victory,"  

The Salutation In the Salutation, the pastor and the congregation greet 
each other in the Lord's name. 

The Collect of 
the Day 

The main thoughts of the day are collected, or 
summarized in this short prayer.  The collects for the 
season of the church year have come to us from the rich 
treasury of the church's heritage. 

The First 
Lesson 

The first reading is from the Old Testament, except during 
the Easter season when it is from the Book of Acts.  This 
reading usually relates to the Gospel of the day. 

The Gradual Gradual, a Latin expression meaning "step," is a scripture 
passage for each season of the church year.  It is a 
response to the First Lesson and a bridge to the Second 
Lesson.  Sometimes a psalm is sung or spoken. 

The Second 
Lesson 

The second reading is from one of the epistles (letters) in 
the New Testament. 

The Verse A verse from the holy scriptures is usually sung in 
preparation for the reading of the Gospel.  There are 
general verses* as well as specific verses for the seasons 
of the church year. 

The Holy 
Gospel 

 

The Gospel Lesson is a selection from the accounts of the 
life of our Lord recorded by the four evangelists, St. 
Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the Gospel reading, we stand to honor 
his presence.  We also sing versicles (short verses) before 
and after the reading of the Gospel.  On certain festival 
days the minister may read the Gospel while standing 
among the people.  He may be flanked by acolytes 
carrying candles who proclaim Jesus and his word as the 
"light of the world." 

The Hymn of 
the Day 

This hymn follows the theme of the readings and sets the 
stage for the sermon.  

The Sermon The Pastor proclaims God's Word and applies that word to 
modern life and problems.  He stresses both what God 
demands of us (the Law) and what God does for us 
through Jesus Christ (the Gospel). 
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We are excited to announce that we have a interim 

pastor for the next six months starting November 

10th.  Pastor Dwight Rudquist has agreed to serve us 

during this interim time.  We welcome you, Pastor 

Rudquist, to First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Sunday, November 3rd 

Once a month, during fellowship hour, there will be a table set up 
downstairs to create cards & mail them to those on the prayer list, 

birthday list, shut in’s, college kids, and others.  If you’d like to be part 
of this ministry, please join us!  If you have card making items 

(cardstock, stickers, etc), greeting cards or stamps you’d like to 
donate, please talk to Angie in the office! 

QUILTERS 

SARAHCIRCLE 
 

COUNCILMEETING 

OFFICE HOURS@FELC  

New Members  Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  
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Tuesday, Nov. 19th 

Choir Field Trip to hear the 

African Children’s Choir at 

Chisago Lake Lutheran Church 

from 6:30-8pm.  Free will offering. 
 

You are invited to join the 

Ecumenical Choir to sing for the 

Thanksgiving Worship Service 

Wed, Nov. 27th at 7pm at the 

Baptist Church; Special rehearsal 

begins at 6pm to learn the 

anthem. 

Rehearsal Schedule  
Tuesday Evenings 
7:00pm—8:30pm 

November  5, 12, 19, and 26 

Worship Services Choir  

will sing on Sundays 

(Arrive at 8:30am for warm up) 

November 10, 17 and 24 

Adult  CHOIRSCHEDULE 

MONTHLY  

We want to thank Wendy & Joe 

Szczepanski for mowing our church 

lawn throughout the summer.  You 

both are so dedicated in making the 

lawn so nice and we appreciate it.  

NOVEMBERBIRTHDAYS 

Derek Nelson  11/03 
David Johnson  11/06 
Mariah Kaiser  11/06 
Janna Loen  11/06 
Alisa Lamb  11/07 
Evan Olson  11/08 
Mathew Vitalis  11/10 
Emily Goranson  11/13 
Diane Goetz  11/16 
Margaret Dale  11/20 
Joel Langer  11/22 
Garrity Vitalis   11/26 
Jeff Rogers  11/27 
Annalise Parks  11/28 
Cassidy Luschen  11/30  
 

Please contact the church office if there 
are any errors or omissions. Thank you.  
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First  
Lutheran  

Youth 

C O N N E C T  

I N V I T E  

E Q U I P

This fall the Youth Group is working to help make a difference in the lives of 
children in hospitals through a charity organization called Andrew's Bravery Box 
and to help women who need the assistance of a Women's Refuge Shelter.  

Andrew's Bravery Box: Andrew Dorsing was born in December 2012 to Beth and 
Jeromy Dorsing (long time friends of First Lutheran Youth and congregation from 
the worship band 100 White Flags) with a congenital heart defect called Aortic 
Stenosis. Over Andrew's 6 1/2 years of life he required 5 heart catheterizations 
and 3 open heart surgeries. On July 9, 2019 Andrew passed away as a result of 
complications from his heart defect coupled with a new defect that took the 
family by surprise. In his 6 short years of life Andrew showed everyone what 
BRAVERY is. He never allowed his situation to stop him from enjoying life.  

While in the hospital Beth and Jeromy found it increasingly difficult to keep 
Andrew's spirits up. With every procedure would come fear of needles, pain, 
etc.....so they put together a bag of toys and each time Andrew faced a 
procedure with bravery they let him pick a toy. This became known as Andrew's 
Bravery Box. Our youth will have a bin in the main hallway where donations of 
new toys can be collected and we will send these donations to the family to 
donate to children's hospitals. We already have a great start with the very 
generous donation of Thrivent Dollars ($250) from Arne and Miriam Lagus. To 
learn more about Andrew's Bravery Box you can find this organization's page on 
Facebook; Website http://www.AndrewsBraveryBox.org/  Email: 
andrewsbraverybox@gmail.com  or by phone: 952-334-9440 

Women's Refuge Shelter: The youth will have another bin where we will be 
collecting gently used purses and filling them with donations of toiletries and 
hygiene products for women who suddenly find themselves in need of protection 
and very often have to leave their homes immediately and do not have time to 
grab necessary items such as shampoo, soap, deodorant, brush, feminine 
products, toothpaste, toothbrush, etc. If you would like to donate to this cause 
please drop off your items in the bin and the youth will be putting these purses 
together to donate to the women's shelters in the area. Thank you! 
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An animal can make a world of difference for a family in need.  Animals provide food to 

eat, fertilizer to grow crops and offspring to sell on the market.  With one gift, you can 

help a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.  There are many other 

gifts available to purchase:  Water filters, solar-powered lantern, communion supplies, 

farming field school, school uniforms, and so many more!  Our Youth Group along with 

the Confirmation Class will be saving their money, sharing with family about this great 

organization, and together will be blessing families and communities in need this 

Christmas season.  If you are interested in donating or would like to know more 

information, please contact:  

 Michelle Lynch, Youth Director  715-220-2782 

 Angie Linngren, Ministry Coordinator  763-222-3033 

http://www.AndrewsBraveryBox.org/
mailto:andrewsbraverybox@gmail.com
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Library Hours: 

Monday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Tuesday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Thursday 8:30am-11:30am 

Sunday 8:30am-11:00am 
 

Check out the new basket next to 

the library door.  You can find 

devotions, the Lutheran Journal, 

magazines and other interesting 

reads.   
 

We encourage you to check out the 

library!  There are so many good 

books to check out!! 

Save the Dates!   

November 7-10, 2019 
Craft & Scrapbooking Retreat 

November 14-17, 2019 
Craft & Scrapbooking Retreat 

November 9th 
Harvest Festival 

December 7th 
Cookie Exchange &  
Advent Celebration 

January 24—26, 2020 
JR/SR High Winter Camp 

For more info and to register, visit: 
WWW.LUTHERPOINT.ORG 

Life Group for HS and College Age young 
adults will meet on Sundays  Mornings 
from10:15 - 11:15am 
 

November Dates: 
10, 17, & 27  Life   

Group 

If you are interested in more 

information regarding confirmation, 

please call Angie in the office! 
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Winter will be here before we know it. The 

Samaritan requests typically increase during 

the cold, winter months.  Currently, we are 

on the lower side in the account.  If you 

would like to donate towards the Samaritan 

fund, there are a few ways to do so:  

 Online—check out our website 

 Sunday Mornings—drop an envelope in the offering plates with 

“Samaritan Fund” listed on the front 

 Mail in your donation 

 Drop your donation in the office during office hours 

Thank you for helping out this amazing ministry that helps so many 

throughout the year. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 

We will be setting up our annual Giving Tree that supports families from 

the Taylors Falls community in need.  Each year, our generous 

congregation purchases gifts cards for families who struggle at 

Christmas.  These families are blessed with gifts cards towards gas, food 

and presents.  If you’d like to donate toward this wonderful cause, you 

can put your donation in the offering plate noting “Giving Tree” on 

Sundays at worship or send your donation to the church: 

 First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 Attn: Giving Tree 

 561 Chestnut Street 

 Taylors Falls, MN 55084 

Thank you for opening your heart this upcoming 

Christmas season and blessings others! 
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Dec. 1st 

Join us to decorate 

the church  

for Christmas after 

coffee hour! 

AFRICANCHILDREN’SCHOIR 

Tuesday, Nov. 19th   

 6:30pm 

Chisago Lake Lutheran 

Center City, MN  

651-257-6300 

AFRICANCHILDRENSCHOIR.COM 

B o o k  s t u d y  a t  t h e 

Lodge!  Participants are 

reviewing Trouble I’ve Seen 

Changing the Way The Church 

Views Racism by Drew G. I. 

Hart.  If you’re interested in 

participating, please call the 

church office so we can make 

sure you know about schedule 

changes and get you a book!  

Look for us in the sunroom!  

F r i e n d s  & 

neighbors are 

welcome! 
 

Meeting time at 

the Lodge will be 

10:30-11:30am on 

Wednesdays.  

November 6th, 

13th & 20th. 
 

Daylight Savings 
November 3rd 

Thanksgiving Ecumenical  
Worship 

Wed, Nov. 27th at 7pm  

First Baptist Church 
Taylors Falls, MN 13 

35th Annual Lighting Festival 

Nov 29-30 & Dec 1, 2019 
Theme: St. Croix Regional 

Medical Center (SCRMC) - a 
Century of Caring 

 

Dr. Lucius Smith in 1861 was the first 
of 18 known family doctors in Taylors 

Falls through 1947.  From 1921 to 
1929 the Taylors Falls Municipal 
Hospital was located in the 1856 
Whiting house on River Street. 

Simultaneously in 1919, Dr. Jake 
Riegel of St. Croix Falls converted his 

home into a hospital.  In 1954 with 
hospital regulations in place and a 
need for more beds, the combined 

efforts of St. Croix Falls and Taylors 
Falls continued the legacy of this 
home hospital becoming St. Croix 
Regional Medical Center, Stanley 

Folsom its first board chair.  We honor 
the memory of those medical 

pioneers, continue to work together to 
provide the best medical care and 

celebrate SCRMC’s century of caring. 

First Evangelical Lutheran  

will host  

Getting Ready for Jesus  

on Saturday, November 30th 

with activities for all ages, 

from 2pm-4pm. Everyone 

welcome!  Free!  Sponsored 

by FELC and other MiChiLu. 

Come join us for fun or just a 

warm cup of coffee. 

We are looking for nativity 

scenes to be placed around the 

church for this event.  If you 

have one along with a short 

history, we’d love to have is on 

display for others to enjoy!  Let 

Angie or Wendy know if you 

have one or have questions! 

Lefse Making Event 

Find your inner Scandinavian in one or both events!!! 

 

 

 

 

This FREE event is open to the public.  Invite friends and family! Some 

equipment and makings will be provided, but we also invite you to bring your 

own.  Begin a new Christmas tradition bringing lefse to shut-ins, nursing 

homes, or neighbors.  Maple syrup samples and sales will be available! 

POTATO NIGHT 
(peeling, boiling, & ricing the spuds) 

Friday, November 8th, 2019 

6:30p.m. to 9:00p.m. 

LEFSE MAKE & TAKE 
(rolling, cooking, & sharing) 

Saturday, November 9th, 2019 

We will be here starting at 9:00a.m. 
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 River Valley Christian Women’s Connection invites women to 

 

 

 

 Recipe for Success  

SILENT AUCTION Luncheon  

Monday, NOVEMBER 18  

LAKES FREE CHURCH 
 

 
 
 

 Special Feature: Silent Auction of new & gently used items 
including books, puzzles, home decor, kitchen items, purses, specialty 
items, hand-knit mittens, jewelry, scarves, baked goods, pickles, jams, 

etc. 

A fund raiser for Stonecroft. Come prepared-CHECKS & CASH only.  

Soloist: Wendy Gordy  

Inspirational Speaker: Patty Blackstad-Parker,  
“From Wreckage to Restoration”  

River Valley Christian Women’s Connection – CWC Stonecroft 
Questions? Concerns? Call Diane 651-808-8579 
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Steeple 

Fundraising 

Each square foot is $30.   

We appreciate all  

donations towards replacing  

our steeple.  

Online donating is now 

available!  Check out the 

church website! 

Saturday, November 9th 

 At 12:00pm 

Come join us for a fun meal of fresh made 
lefse, sausages, herring and lingonberries.  You 

are invited to help make the lefsa at 9am if 
interested! 

Invite friends, family & neighbors. 

Free will offering.  
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Meeting Agenda 

Church Council of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

10/13/19   10:45am-2:00pm 

 

 

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word, 

and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.” 

 

Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Craig Loen, Becky 

Hulden, Miriam Flysjo  Members Absent: None  Visitor: Joe Landgreen 

A.  Opening Devotions-  Wendy 
 

B.  Sharing story– where have you witnessed God’s Spirit in action?  Rose and 
Wendy 
 

C.  Treasurer Report - Becky 
Wendy and Becky have been meeting with Joe to learn how to read the treasurer's 
report and how to sign checks 
There is currently $72,000 in bank, which includes $28,000 for the steeple 
fund.  Payroll due in 2 weeks.  
We will be paying the supply Pastor paying $125 each week and $10 a week for 
mileage, which   totals $405. Pastor Molin asked for a check at the end of three 
weeks. 
We need about $2000 a pay period to pay staff. This does not include other bills.  
Joe mentioned that we need to factor in heat and electric bills which are 
about  $1000 a month in the winter. He advised restoring our savings so we have at 
least a $5000 cushion for unforeseen bills.  
Becky will put together a summary of treasurer’s report so it’s the same every 
month. 
 

D. Steeple Fundraiser Update 
 
We raised  $1575 from Nelson/Hulden fundraiser.   Friends and family of the 
Nelsons/Huldens donated an additional $1300 after the fundraiser.  
There is now $28,070.98 in the steeple fund account, which is 80% of the total 
needed.  
 
Rose will find out about printing additional thank you cards and will write the 4 
thank you notes for the special donations given to the Nelson/Hulden families.  
 
November 9 12:00-2:00 (Following lefse making) Steeple fundraiser meal- Sausages 
in lefse, pickled herring, lingonberry sauce, Krumkake, coffee.  
 
Possible fundraiser December 1 breakfast at 11:00 right after church. We need 
someone to volunteer to take charge. 

11 Council Minutes continued on next page 

 
E. Constitution Update 
In light of all the items on the agenda, the council decided to table the review of the 
constitution until next month. All council members are asked to read Constitution 
before next month. Wendy will ask Don to attend next month to help us review the 
constitution.  

F. Hiring an organist, subs for Michelle  

    - Michelle will be gone November 3, December 1, and 29 
The council decided to advertise for an organist in the local papers and MiChiLu and 
our newsletter. 
 

G.  Stewardship 

Wendy is talking to some members to see if they would be willing to head up 
stewardship campaign.  It’s a short term commitment, so maybe that will help get 
someone interested.   
The council decided to get copies of book Ask, Thank, Tell by Charles R. Lane for 
people on the committee. It was recommended by Pastor Brodin, a synod expert on 
stewardship. 
Next year is 160 anniversary of church so should incorporate that into the stewardship 
message at that time. 
Goal: The council decided the Stewardship process will be done by March so we 

can set a realistic budget and make plans for our outreach.  

 

H. Questions that we have for Pastor Rudquist 

 We are available to meet on Thursday October 17 at 6:30 to talk to Pastor Rudquist 
about the interim Supply Pastor position. Wendy will contact Pastor Rudquist to 
confirm the date. 
 
The council determined we can pay $125 per service, mileage ($.58/mile) and up to 5 
hours a week at the suggested Synod rate.  We will pay the pastor mileage to visit 
hospitalized people.  
 
The council would like the Supply pastor to perform the following duties: 

1. Coordinate confirmation- Work with Craig to establish the curriculum and 
help set up mentors for confirmation students.  
2. Pastoral care- Work with Becky to determine which people need a visit from 
the pastor.  Determine if lay people need to be commissioned to give communion 
to shut ins. 
3. Council meetings- Work with Wendy to advise and possibly attend some 
monthly council meetings 
4. Worship planning- Work with Michelle and Pete L 
 

I. Upcoming events   

November 9, 2019   9:00-12:00 Lefse making 

Craig and his family will cook the potatoes on Friday so people can come and make 
lefse on Saturday.  
 
November 9 12:00-2:00 (Following lefse making) Steeple fundraiser meal- Sausages 
in lefse, pickled herring, lingonberry sauce, Krumkake, coffee 
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November 30 2:00-4:00 Getting Ready for Jesus event -  Angie will get free Advent 
calendars and come up with craft. People are invited to bring their Nativity sets to 
make a display.  
Need people to bring cider and treats. Are there any musicians willing to play? 
 
The church’s outside Nativity display is at Pete L farm. The Nativity shed is stored 
at church.  
  
- All Saints Day - November 3- Get names of  saints you want to be recognized to 
Angie 
-  Thanksgiving service November 27- Get lay people to support the service 
-  Christmas -  decorations- December 1 right after church 
 
                       - Services - December 24 (Tuesday)    4:00 and 10:00 services 
  
Snow removal- 
Who will do snow removal? Send out email. Put in bulletin. Need to ask in church 
for volunteers.  
In the past Dallas Brown plowed the parking lot for about $100 a time.. If need to 
pay we will need money for snow plow account.  
 
Fall clean up Ask is anyone can mow and chop up leaves. If not, ask for  
volunteers to rake leaves on a Saturday. 
 
Confirmation 
Wendy will check into confirmation and will talk about it next month. 
 
Committees 
Look at committees list in pastor’s office.  We should have some committees so 
the council won’t have to do everything. People will stay if they have 
something to do. 
 
Lighting the steeple- 
Craig checked with Joe about putting lights in for the steeple. We might need to dig 
trenches to possibly come back to the kitchen to connect for electricity. Joe is going 
to check with an electrician to get an estimate of the cost.  
 
Insurance- Joe said insurance should cover youth cleaning buckets at the sugar 
shack. Craig will check with insurance company to be sure we are covered for an 
event away from church. 
 
G. Motion to adjourn, seconded 
Craig motioned to adjourn.  Rose seconded 
 
Next meeting Nov 10. 10:30 
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2019-2020 

Council/Officers: 

Wendy Szczepanski—President 

Craig Loen—Vice President 

Becky Hulden—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

Mission Statement 

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 
intergenerational praying community, to learn 
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships 

as we grow in God’s love and grace.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 


