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In 1981, the self-made millionaire Eugene Lang 
greatly changed the lives of a sixth grade class in East 
Harlem. Mr. Lang had been asked to speak to a class 
of 59 sixth graders. What could he say to inspire these 
students, most of whom would drop out of school? He 
wondered how he could get these predominantly black 
and Puerto Rican children even to look at him.  
Scrapping his notes, he decided to speak to them from 
his heart. “Stay in school,” he admonished, “and I’ll 
help pay the college tuition for everyone who does.” 

At that moment the lives of those students changed. 
For the first time they had hope. One student said, “I 
had something to look forward to, something waiting 
for me. It was a golden feeling.” Nearly 90 percent of 
that class went on to graduate from high school. 

It’s amazing what a hope-filled promise will do. At 
Easter we heard once again the greatest promised filled 
with almost unimaginable hope. And the Bible itself 
speaks not only to the truth of life, but of who we are 
in God’s eyes. Because of Jesus we are changed. 
Here’s what 1 Peter 2:9-10 tell us: 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people, once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.” 
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Continued from cover page 

We have something, many things, to look forward to as God’s chosen 
people. We literally know the end of the story, our story. Hope is ours as 
we are reminded and hold on in faith to the truth or our salvation through 
Christ our Lord. 

We as believers in Jesus, his disciples, have been changed. As God’s 
chosen people wrapped in God’s love and mercy, we have the awesome 
opportunity to bring change to the world around us. We who have been 
called out of the darkness of death into the abundant life that is our in 
Christ, are free to make known that God has done that for all people. 

The question I have, and hopefully will always wrestle with, is how do 
we do that? How can you and I proclaim the mighty acts of God to my 
neighbor, your co-worker, your classmate, my child, etc? As the Easter 
season passes, let us not let the joy and hope it instills in us pass. Let us 
also make known the one who raises us from death to life. The world 
needs the hope we have to share. And God has the goods to back up 
God’s promises. 

Pastor Dwight Rudquist 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

05/01 Lisa Clasen 
05/02 Ethan Lundsted 
05/03 Daily Vodenka-Reed 
05/03 Sunny Vodenka-Reed 
05/04 Don Hansen 
05/06 Don Grover 
05/06 Eleanore Collins 
05/06 Gail Johnson 
05/06 Julie Magnuson 
05/07 Chieko Rogers 
05/10 Spencer Langer 
05/18 Lisa Rudquist 
05/20 Sally Lundholm 
05/21 Judy Peterson 
05/22 Pete Lindgren 
05/22 Michael Carlson 
05/24 Tim Donahue 
05/25 Rita Johnson 
05/26 Tom Enebak 
05/27 Jacob Loen 
05/27 Poppy Vodenka-Reed 
05/30 Anthony Vogt 

Please contact the church office 
if there are any errors or 
omissions. Thank you.  

MONTHLY
 

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please contact the 

office at 651-465-5265. 

Welcome! 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet May 8, 2022 at 

10:15am. 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Monday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Tuesday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Thursday 8:30am-11:30am 

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available on 

our website Sunday afternoons. 

1903 

Sunday,  

May 8th 
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Covid Response Changes 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Effective April 5, 2022 

We are glad to announce that given the reductions in new cases 
and hospitalizations in the area, the Reopening Task Group, with 
the Church Council’s approval, is recommending that effective 
immediately the use of masks are optional during all church 
related activities. However, each person should consider their 
own individual or family health risks to determine if they will 
continue to take precautions. We honor and respect each person’s 
choices to protect themselves. 

We will also begin offering Fellowship Time following worship. 
To begin with, and possibly throughout most of the summer and 
weather permitting, these will be held outside the back entrance 
to the church building. However, if the weather is such that being 
outside is not a good option, this Fellowship Time will be held in 
the fellowship hall in the basement.  

To restate, the Task Group and Council are now recommending 
the following: 

 Get vaccinated, if you qualify 

 DO NOT come to church if you are sick 

 Wearing a mask is OPTIONAL 

 Honor and be welcoming of those with higher risk or 
concern who choose to wear a mask 

 Be aware and prepared to resume taking precautions, 
should a new variant emerge 

We will continue to monitor the pandemic and adapt as the 
situation warrants. 
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Bible Study: Sunday mornings 
Bring your Bible and we’ll dive into 

next week’s readings.  Printed 

materials will be available. 

Dates: May 1st, 22nd and 29th. 

If you are interested in being 

part of the Altar Guild, please 

call the church office ~ we 

would love to have your part 

of this ministry.   

We are looking for 

volunteers who are 

interested in helping 

count offering on 

Monday mornings at 8:30am.  

This takes approximately an 

hour and a half and you will be 

on a rotating schedule.  No 

experience needed!  If you are 

interested, call the office or talk 

with Jerry Rhoads! 

Sound  

    System 

Does running 
the sound system during 

worship interest you?  Contact 
the church office if you’d like 
to know more information! 

Quilting Group 
 First & Third  

Thursday mornings  
at 9:30am 

The last Confirmation 

Class will meet on 

Wednesday, May 4th. 

Time: 5:30pm 
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Franconia Art & Farmers Market 

Sunday, May 1st  |  10am-2pm 

The first Sunday of each month, May-October from 10am-2pm, local farmers and 

artists come together to provide a variety of fresh produce and handmade crafts.  

The Great Panini food truck will be featured as well as an informational workshop 

on beekeeping at 2pm. 

Need to shop for Mother’s Day?   

Mother’s Day  
Mini-Market 

Saturday, May 7 
11am-4pm 

Dancing Dragonfly Winery in St. 
Croix Falls, WI is hosting vendors 
with homemade crafts & more! 

Mother’s Day  

Daily Boat Cruise 

Enjoy some time on the river 

with Mom! A great way to 

spend Mother’s Day, enjoy 

taking a tour of the St Croix 

River.  Visit their website for 

more information: https://

www.taylorsfallsboat.com/boat-

tours/mothers-day/ 

        MAY DAY BASKETS! 

In the 19th & 20th centuries, a popular tradition 
blossomed to celebrate May Day on May 1st.  
Creating a May Day Basket for a friend, family 
member or neighbor is a great way to spread joy 
and kindness.  Craft up a paper basket or cone, fill 
it with treats, candy, fresh flowers or paper 
flowers.   Bring it to your special someone!  You can 
have a little fun by knocking on the their door, 
knock or ring the doorbell and run away. Who 
doesn't love a little something from a secret 
admirer? Seems like a fun one to try this year!   
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River Valley Christian Women’s Connection 

Tea Time 11:30 Luncheon 

Monday, May 16 2022at 

Chisago Lake Lutheran Church 
1 Summit Ave., Center City, MN 

 

Reservation deadline is Saturday, May 7.  Call or 
text Sharon, 612-718-8546 or s.illgen@yahoo.com    $15 at door.  Sites 
change monthly.   You are encouraged to wear a hat. purse and gloves 

and to bring your favorite tea cup.   Invite a friend.         
 

Special Feature: “Purse Driven Life” by  Bonnie Kastelein 

Special Music:  Peggy Schroeder at the piano 

Inspirational Speaker:  LeAnn Brechler, “Family Matters” 

 How to find Contentment in Disappointment                   

Barn Bash 

May 25, 2022 ~  5:00pm - 8:00pm  

Early bird tickets: $65 until May 1;  
Tickets: $75 after May 1  

Reconnect with other caring community members and experience a Family 
Pathways-style celebration at the beautiful Erickson Farmstead in Isanti!  

Eat, drink, and have some fun while raising money to support the food access, 
domestic violence, aging programs, and core mission of Family Pathways.   The 
social reception will include: live music, fun photo booth with props, games and 
a silent auction.  The program will be emceed by KARE11 Meteorologist and 
Chisago City native, Ben Dery; and feature speakers, a live auction, and a 
spirited Fund-a-Need with auctioneer Karen Sorbo.  Don’t worry about getting 
an evening gown out of storage, this is a business casual event. Wear your 
boots and cowboy hats!  All funds raised support Family Pathways programs for 
neighbors who are food insecure, experiencing domestic violence, and/or in 
need of aging services.    

Family Pathways | 1-877-321-7100  
Visit https://www.familypathways.org/ and click on News/Events 
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Luther Point Bible Camp 

Summer 2022 

Created Good!  
“For everything God created is good, and nothing is to 

be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving”  
~1Timothy 4:4  

   
Registration is open and we are ready for you to join us for our best summer yet 
at Luther Point Bible Camp!  First Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member of 

Luther Point which means YOU get a discount!  
 

Member Church Discounts 
Full Week Camps: $55 off  

Half Week Camps: $22.50 off 
Overnight Camps: $13.75 off 

 
 There are a variety of camps that are offered at Luther Point: 

1st & 2nd Grade Day at Camp  |  3rd - 4th Grade Camp  |  4th - 6th Grade Camp 

Jr. High Camp  |  Jr/Sr High Night Life  |  Fish Camp  |  Horse Camp  |  Arts Camp  

Family Camp  |  Grandparent/Grandchild Camp 
 

Visit www.lutherpoint.org for more information and to register!   There are 

brochures available at the church.  
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During the month of May, Spring Clean-Up will be in full swing at our 
church!  We have compiled a list of outdoor tasks that anyone can help 
with!  The list will be located at the church and on Sunday mornings.  If 
you are able to, claim and complete one of these tasks at your 
convenience! 
 

1) Pick up sticks throughout the yard & haul out. 
2) Pick up sticks & branches in outdoor worship area. 
3) Rake/Sweep front steps and sidewalks. 
4) Clean out front flower beds including deadheading the 

hydrangeas. (it’s been requested for the Bridal Wreath Spirea not 
be pruned this year) 

5) Purchase flowers for front flower bed near driveway. 
6) Plant and maintain flower bed near driveway. 
7) Purchase and plant flowers in iron flower pot in the corner of the 

parking lot. 
8) Paint the backboards of the basketball hoops. 
9) Check over the playground equipment. 
10) Weed the playground area. 
11) Wash reachable windows. (Indoors and Outdoors) 
12) Wash reachable windowsills. 
13) Clean and organize trash/recycling area. 
14) Clean out and organize shed.  We’d love to make room for the 

picnic folding chairs. 
15) BIG PROJECT: Rebuild the nativity stable. 
16) BIG PROJECT: Build a Little Library for our playground area. 

 
FELC Outdoor Wish List: 

 Dark Brown Mulch 
 Small Bushes 
 Gift Cards to Menards or Abrahamson’s Nursery 
 Basketball 
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A special thank you for the following parishioners for 

their generous donation of Easter Lilies & Mums: 

Rose Anderson in Memory of The Mallery’s 

Roger & Joan Boleman in Memory of LeMoyne & Lucille Boleman 

Eleanore Collins in Memory of Larry Collins 

The Loen Family in Memory of Love Ones and  

In Honor of Family & Friends 

Miriam Flysjo in Memory of Oke & Grace Flysjo 

Don & Verna Grover in Memory of Daniel Gray 

Diane Howlett in Memory of James Howlett & Cheri Slattengren 

Arne & Miriam Lagus in Honor of Members of our Family 

Pete & Donna Lindgren in Memory of our parents: Hjalmer & 

Flora Lindgren and Anfred & Alice Swenson 

Leo & Carol Nelson in Honor of our Children & Grandchildren 

11 

Easter Morning 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Church Council of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sunday, April 3, 2022, 10:15- 11:15 at church 

 Next meeting: May 8, 2022  

 

 

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s 
Word, and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.” 

Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Mir iam Flysjo, 
Craig Loen, Becky Hulden, Kathy Carlsted, Pastor Dwight Rudquist 

 
A. Opening Devotions - Wendy 

         May - Becky 

B. Sharing Story- Rose, Pastor Dwight, Kathy, Becky 

C. Pastor’s Report - Pastor Dwight  

Pastor Dwight and Craig set up two staff evaluations this week and will 
schedule the third evaluation as soon as possible. 

Pastor Dwight has invited the Methodist church to join us for our Good 
Friday service. 

Pastor Dwight has requested vacation time for May 14 and 15. Wendy will 
contact Pastor Tom for May 15.  

A representative of the Gideons left a message asking if he could make a 
presentation at a service. The council decided not to invite him. 

D. Treasurer’s Report - Becky 

Nine months into our fiscal year, we should be at 75% of our budget.  Income 
is at 87% and Expenses are at 72%.  

Total assets $165,000. We gave $200 through the Samaritan fund. Becky will 
check on what the Samaritan fund was used for.  

Wednesday lent offering is  $530 so far. 

We have $41,000 available for property improvement. 
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E. Covid restrictions - mask requirements, fellowship time 

Motion: Wendy made a motion/second by Kathy to lift the mask 
requirement and make wearing a mask optional effective April 4. Motion 
passed. 

Pastor will email the congregation and have Angie make a sign for the door 
announcing the changes and encouraging people to social distance and stay 
home if they don’t feel well. 

We will begin coffee/fellowship time on Palm Sunday. Rose and Wendy will 
determine the treats for Palm Sunday. We will ask for hosts for fellowship 
time starting April 24. We will plan to serve coffee and treats through the 
window and people can sit at the picnic tables in the parking lot. When there 
is inclement weather, the fellowship time will be moved to the fellowship hall 
where we will encourage social distancing, 

Wendy will organize some people to clean the kitchen since it hasn’t been 
used for a couple of years. 

F. Spiritual Listening -  

The Spiritual Listening presentation made by Justin and Rolf was very 
uplifting and informative. It provides a good format to help us connect with 
members to determine our mission.  

Pastor Dwight, Wendy and Becky will meet as soon as possible with Justin or 
Rolf to craft the questions we should ask when we visit with people. A 
tentative timeline is: Make visits with at least 5 members in May and June. 
Visit community people in the summer. By the fall we should be able to 
compile the information so we have a mission statement. 

G. Request 

Another church requested to occasionally use our fellowship hall.  

Motion: Kathy motioned/second Becky to deny the use of fellowship hall 
the church group.  Motion passed.  

H. Motion to adjourn Rose / Becky second 

Upcoming events: 

Palm Sunday - fellowship time - serve through the window. 

Easter - use front doors again 

Synod Assembly - May 13, 14   

 

Respectfully submitted 
Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 
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Fellowship Resources at First 
 Nursery (rocking chair, changing table, 

busy bags) 

 Youth room (games, books, music) 

 Lending library 

 Outdoor playground, sports lawn, yard 

games lawn, basketball hoop 

 Prayer chain, visitation, mobility equipment 

loaners 

Faith Resources at First 
 Weekly Worship 

 Faith Stepping Stones 

 Baptism 

 First Communion 

 Confirmation 

 Ministry Leadership Training 

 Marriage 

 Parenting Resources 

 Care Ministry 

 Summer Programs 

 Bible camp – Together with Friends, 

Luther Point 

 Summer Reading Program 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

2021-2022 

Council/Officers: 

Wendy Szczepanski—President 

Craig Loen—Vice President 

Becky Hulden—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

Kathy Carlsted 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

Mission Statement 

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 
intergenerational praying community, to learn 
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships 

as we grow in God’s love and grace.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com

