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My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?  Why are you so far from helping me, 

from the words of my groaning? 

Psalm 22:1 

 

This verse was one that was part of my 

devotional today. We will hear these words on 

Jesus’ lips before this month ends. They are 

words he will cry from the cross on Good 

Friday. Good Friday, what an oxymoron! Yes, 

it seems clear it was a Friday, but Good?? 

As I reflected and wrote in my journal, these words are pure gospel to me. 

Yes, I understand the cry for help, the pain from which they were spoken 

both for the Psalmist and for Jesus. I am well aware of how these words are 

very real to many still today, they are real to me at times as well. God at 

times does seem distant. It feels at times like God has abandoned us, left us 

to ourselves, and cannot or will not hear our groaning. We feel forsaken, 

alone. 

And yet these words take me to the cross and there I hear Jesus’ cry of 

agony. His suffering and death, as brutal and horrific as it was for him, is 

again, pure gospel for me, for you, for the world. As we’ve been 

discovering through Mark’s Gospel it is only in the cross we find glory, 

victory; victory over sin and death. That is good news, pure gospel that is 

yours and mine that comes in the hands of Jesus that were raised for you 

and me, for the world. As the hymn says, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory!” 
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So the question I’m left with is how do I live in that glory? How will 

you and I live the resurrection lives we’ve be given? Because (spoiler 

alert) Jesus doesn’t stay nailed to the cross. Jesus indeed dies, but God 

raises him from death to life. The implication is that with Jesus, we 

too have been raised to new life, here and now, and in the future when 

we too take our last breath. Again, GOOD NEWS! But the question 

that dangles before us is what about now, how do we walk with Jesus 

now? And maybe the challenge is being the voice of God, the 

presence of God to others to the point where the cry from Psalm 22 is 

addressed, where they (we) no longer feel forsaken, or abandon, or 

that God is so far from us. 

May we continue to live in and struggle with the reality that Good 

Friday, like Easter is an every day event! What does it mean to die 

with Christ? What does it mean to be raised with Christ? 

You can hear and feel the struggle, the pain, 

and yet the joy and the hope. As we walk 

through Lent and beyond, may we trust that 

all of that can be true, and to realize we are 

not alone. God walks with us! Jesus walks 

with us! The Holy Spirit walks with us! We 

walk with each other! 

Pastor Dwight Rudquist 
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MONTHLY
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

03/01 Wendy Szczepanski 
03/06 Benjamin Landgreen 
03/07 Craig Loen 
03/16 Verna Grover 
03/17 Abby Loen 
03/21 Genevieve Belisle 
03/23 Brenna French 
03/30 Levi Linngren 
03/31 Natalie Landgreen 
 

Please contact the church office 
if there are any errors or 
omissions. Thank you.  

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please talk with Pr. 

Dwight or contact the office at 

651-465-5265. 

Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available 

Sunday afternoons on our website 

www.tflutheran.org and can also 

be found on our YouTube 

Channel: First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of TF - 2nd. 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet March 10, 2024 

at 10:30am. 
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A prayer shawl enables the 
recipient to be surrounded by 

prayer, and is a tangible reminder 
of God’s care and love, 

encouragement and inspiration. 

If you’d like to be part of this new 
ministry or have any questions, 
please talk with Becky Hulden.  

Bible Study: Sunday mornings 
following fellowship.  Grab a cup of 

coffee & join us for Bible Study.   

Church Choir 

Talk with Pr. Dwight for information 
on practices. No experience needed!  

We’d love for you to join us!!! 

What’s Happening in 
Our Church! 

Every Sunday: Worship at 9am  
followed by Fellowship at 10am.   

Crafting on Saturdays  
Saturday, March 9th 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
Bring your crafts, a snack to 

share & be ready for some great 
conversations !!  invite a friend! 

Quilting 

First & Third Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30am 

No experience needed!  

We welcome new quilters!!!  
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Family Pathways is prepping to assemble Easter Meal Boxes!  The goal 

is putting together 150 boxes. Each church in our Chisago Lakes area 

have been asked to contribute an item for the meal kits.  Our church 

has been asked to collect 150 cornbread mixes, muffin mixes or quick 

bread mixes.  They are also collecting money to purchase hams.  

Please bring in food items now through March 10th and place them in 

the Easter Food Drive bin near the usher stand!!!   

easter food drive 

A monthly Sunday school class 
for children ages 3-6 will start 
on March 10 and will meet right 
after the children’s message. 
Miriam Flysjo has volunteered 
to teach the class. The class 

will meet the second Sunday of 
the month.  
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Bathroom Remodel  
The downstairs women’s 

bathroom in the fellowship 
hall has been remodeled!  

A big THANK YOU 
goes out to Bruce 

Carlsted, Don 
Hansen, and Joe 
Szczepanski for 
all the time and 

work you put 
into this project!  
A baby changing 

table will soon be 
install. 
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The Saint Paul Area Synod's Tool Kit for Congregational 
Leaders on Saturday, February 24th, had 250+ registrants 
from more than 60 congregations participate. 

Tool Kit is meant to be a time of equipping lay leaders for 
God’s mission. For those who attended, it’s the hope you 
were able to go deeper and to learn more about some 
important topics, and that you'll take those learnings back to 
your congregation to have a positive impact in your local 
community. 

The goal is connecting with other leaders from across the 
synod, gathering to build and grow relationships, and to 
build the Body of Christ.   
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L E N T  
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

Supper, Soup & Dessert at 4:30pm 

Worship Service at 5:00PM  

February 21st  ~  February 28th   

  March 6th  ~  March 13th   

March 20th 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday 

evenings during Lent for a 

meal together!  A nice meal 

consisting of soup & bread 

will be served at 4:30pm 

before Lenten Worship at 

5:00pm 
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10pm Service 

Riley Linngren, Solo 

Please note:  

times may  

change. 

Palm Sunday Worship 

March 24th at 9:00am 
 

Maundy Thursday 

March 28th at 6:30pm 
 

Good Friday 

March 29th at 6:30pm 
 

Easter Sunday 

March 31st at 9:00am 

  easter FLOWERS 
If you are interested in purchasing 

a lily or mum in memory or honor 

of someone for Easter, please fill 

out an order form on a Sunday.     

  Orders must be in by Sunday,   

           March 10th. 

    Lily $25.00 

   Mum $20.00 
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Member Church Discounts 

This discount applies if you are a member of one of Luther Point’s 75 

member congregations and your congregation contributed their full 

per-baptized member assessment in 2023. 

$55 Member Discount  |  $15 Early Bird, Register by April 1, 2024 

Summer 2024 

Welcome to Summer 2024  

“Overcoming Storms”   

It’s time to get excited for Summer 2024! 
Our theme this summer is “Overcoming 

Storms.”  There are many storms in the 
Bible, in our lives and all around us!  We will dive into these 

stories and see how our faith in Jesus can help us to overcome 
all of the storms in our lives!    Join us as we learn what it means 

to overcome storms through Bible study, crafts, games, and 
summer fun! 

 

“Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he 
brought them out of their distress. He stilled the storm to a 

whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed.” 

-Psalm 107: 28-29 
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We Need Help With: 

Afternoon Activities (Arts & 
Crafts, Swim Time, Boat Beach, 

Rec Room)  
Camp Connect, Kitchen Help, 

Camp Breakaway, Camp Nurses 

To ensure Luther Point Bible Camp 
continues to offer the very best 
programming possible we are 

seeking volunteers this summer to 
give of their time and talents 

around the camp! 

Opportunities to volunteer run from 
June 9 - August 2, 2024.  All 

volunteers who sign up for 5 shifts 
or more receive a free t-shirt.   

Free lodging is available for those 
who wish to volunteer multiple days 

in a row! 

summer 2024 

volunteers 

needed! 

Interested In Joining Us? 

More Info & to Sign Up Online: 

www.lutherpoint.org 

Call us at: 715-689-2347 

Email: info@LutherPoint.org 

        Looking forward to your help! 
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Indoor Pickleball Courts 
1330 220th St, St Croix Falls 
Open 7 days a week, 7am - 9pm 
 

Chisago Lakes Wildcat Comm Ctr  
29330 Olinda Trl, Lindstrom 
Open: Varies.  

Pickleball is a racket or paddle sport in 
which two players or four players hit a 
perforated, hollow plastic ball with 
paddles over a net. Pickleball is played 
indoors and outdoors.  
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Friday, March 1st at 7pm 
Movie: MLK / FBI 

 

Friday, March 15th at 7pm 
Movie: Petite Maman 

Winter Film Club 
St Croix Falls Public Library 

Knit & Crochet Group  
Mon. March 11, 6-8pm, St Croix Public Library 
 

Come and stitch with us! Bring your project or start 
a new one. Don't know how to knit or crochet? We 
would be happy to teach new crafters! Bring some 
yarn (worsted weight cotton, wool or acrylic) and 
needles (size 6, 7 or 8, preferably wood) or a hook 
(size G, H or I) and a sense of adventure! 

INTERSTATE PARK CANDLELIGHT NIGHT 
Saturday, Feb. 10th  |  5:00pm - 8:00pm 

Hundreds of candles will light your path for a 
wonderful winter evening at Interstate Park. Trails 
will be marked! Snowshoes will be available to try 
for free. The hiking loop will be on the park 
roadway along the St. Croix River. Warming fires will be set up at both locations. 

Park stickers will be available for purchase at the park office. Pets are allowed 
on the snowshoe and hiking loops, but they must be kept on a leash at all times. 
Please remember to dress appropriately for the weather. Trail conditions will 
vary depending on snow conditions. This event may be canceled due to weather 
such as extreme cold. 
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Chisago Lakes Community Meal 

 

Monday Evenings | 4pm - 6pm 

Zion Lutheran Church in  
Chisago City 

BIG ROCK CREEK, 1674 State Highway 87, St. Croix Falls, WI 54024  
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As the abundance of donations from the holidays dwindles, the 
needs in our community continue. The largest grassroots food 
and fund drive in the state, the Minnesota FoodShare March 
Campaign brings together businesses, communities, and 
individuals to help restock food shelves statewide.  
Items First Evangelical Lutheran will be collecting all March: 

• Canned Fruit &Vegetables 

• Cooking Items: vegetable oil, flour, sugar, spices  

• Pasta & Rice Baking  

• Canned Meats  

• Canned Soups & Stews  

• Peanut Butter & Jelly Personal 

•  Hygiene Products 

• Household Cleaning Products  

Food Collection Bin next to the usher stand! 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 | 10am - 4pm 

At the Chisago Lakes Wildcat 

Community Center 

Looking for fresh ideas for home improvement, 

saving energy, building, remodeling, landscap-

ing health and finance? This event helps people 

gather a multitude of ideas at one location.  Make a connection with area business-

es, share ideas and get ready to take the next step. Enjoy seminars and entertain-

ment. Find it all under one roof. 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Church Council of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

February 18, 2024, 10:23am 

Next meeting March 10  

  

 “Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our neighbors.” 

Members Present: Rose Anderson, Miriam Flysjo, Craig Loen, Becky 

Hulden (via Zoom), Kathy Carlsted, Pastor Dwight Rudquist          Members 
Absent: none 

 
Rose shared opening devotions and prayer. Craig volunteered for devotions 
next month.  

Pastor Dwight, Kathy, Rose and Becky all shared stories of God’s love in our 
lives. 

Pastor Dwight reported that the pancake supper on Fat Tuesday went well. 
Rose did a good job of obtaining and organizing the food. It was noted that 
several members from First were present. 

The toolkit workshop is scheduled for Saturday. Rose, Craig and possibly 
Wendy will attend. 

The World Day of Prayer is March 1. Pastor Justin from Immanuel is 
spearheading the event to be held in North Branch. 

April 10-13 is Feed my Starving Children in Forest Lake. Volunteers are 
needed. 

Don has been tapping trees. The sap is running. 

Craig reported our January income of $8,740 is shy of budget by $1,770.83, 
but we are still Above budget by 1.5% thanks to the previous month being 
above budget. Our expenses are below budget by almost 1.4%  

Our Primary checking is $1518.54, lower than January’s report. 

Our Special savings is $2356.40, lower than January’s report. 

Kathy motioned, Craig seconded, that the offerings from the five Wednesdays 
of Lent will be split between Feed my Starving Children and Backpack for 
Kids. Motion passed. 
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Motion by Kathy, second by Rose, to accept treasurer’s report. Motion 
passed.  

Becky reported on the Property Committee projects. The north bathroom 
is updated and looks great. Bruce has been reimbursed for fixtures and 
paint. Joe, Bruce and Don donated the labor. A baby changing table still 
needs to be purchased. 

The request to use the Sanctuary for a Renewal of Vows ceremony has 
been approved for June 22. Pastor Dwight will perform the service. Since 
the fellowship hall will not be used, there is no charge to use the 
Sanctuary. 

Pastor Dwight attended the first Season of Renewal meeting with other 
pastors on February 1. To continue the process, the congregation has been 
asked to complete an assessment questionnaire. Pastor Dwight met with 
the consultant, Mary Frances, to begin our congregation’s journey. Pastor 
Dwight will contact members of the What’s Next Task Force and 
members of the congregation to form a group to represent our 
congregation in the Season Of Renewal quest. The first meeting for our 
Season of Renewal group will be May 4.   

Deb Rhodes and Kathy Carlsted spoke about their missions for the 
Mission Moment. Becky has some more ideas for future Mission 
Moments but has not lined up anyone to inform the congregation about 
other ongoing missions. 

Miriam Flysjo proposed offering Sunday School once a month for the 
younger children. Sunday School will be on the second Sunday right after 
the children’s sermon with the children returning at the end of the service. 
Miriam offered to teach the class. Pastor Dwight will meet with Miriam to 
decide on a curriculum.  

Lent will continue with soup and bread supper prior to the Lent Service. 

Pastor Dwight will talk to Pastor Tom about Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday combined services 

Becky asked about an Easter vigil. Pastor Dwight wants to think about it.  

We decided to order small Palm Branch  bunches and some lilies to adorn 
the altar and the cross for Easter. Angie will order them. 

Kathy motioned to adjourn, Craig seconded. Meeting adjourned at 11:20. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 
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How do you 
make a 

Resurrection 
Garden? 

Materials needed:   

   Shallow Pot  Lg Flat Rock  Dirt 

   Small Clay pot  Small Rocks  Grass Seeds 

   Sticks   Rope 

1. Gather materials   

2. Add potting soil to the bottom of the pot. 

3. Create tomb by placing pot on its side, burying it slightly. 

4. Plant seeds over the top of the tomb. 

5. Make three crosses with sticks & rope.  add to hill. 

6. Add pebbles leading up to tomb. 

7. Add large stone to opening of the tomb. 

8. Water and watch it grow! 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

Mission Statement 

Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our Neighbors.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2023) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

2023-2024 

Council/Officers: 

Becky Hulden—President 

Kathy Carlsted—Vice President 

Craig Loen—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Kathy Carlsted 

Rose Anderson 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com
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