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The Newsletter of 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

561 Chestnut Street,  

Taylors Falls, MN  55084-1110               

651-465-5265  www.tflutheran.com 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

What does the season of Lent mean 

for us?  The days beginning with 

Ash Wednesday, and ending with 

Palm Sunday are the days in which 

we do Lent different than anyone 

else I know.  Lent is a season of 

penitence, a season of renewal, a 

season of drawing close to God.  It 

is a season of prayer, and 

generosity, serving others, a time 

when we mull over how much God 

has given us, and how little we sometimes acknowledge God's presence 

and work in our lives.   

But here at First Evangelical Lutheran, we lay those things alongside 

sapping season, because that's when it happens!  While some may be 

looking to do less, and make time for listening to God & God's word, a 

number of us, (and in all honesty, I should say, a number of you) will be 

out in God's Creation, working hard to harvest what God has blessed us 

with in order to continue to fund our ministry with youth. 

Might some out there in the cold of God's maple blessing take time to 

pray as they move to the next pail?  Might we come together with some 

more siblings in Christ to fellowship over meals & simple tunes, quiet 

prayer, and being together?  Might we work hard, and then sit with our 

God, knowing that all we do is response to what God has already done 

for us?   We may remember Jesus' death on Good Friday, but we also 

know that our God LIVES!  The meaningfulness of our Lent will be related 

to how intentional we are about what we cannot do, how helpless we are 

to save ourselves, how rich are the gifts God has entrusted to us to care 

for others. 
Continued on page two... 
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New Members  

QUILTERS 

SARAHCIRCLE 

COUNCILMEETING 

OFFICE HOURS@FELC  

Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Might I make a suggestion?  Do 

one thing that is your theme for 

this time; give to someone who 

needs what you have; treasure, 

e n co u r a g e m e n t ,  e f f o r t , 

affirmation, invitation.  Invite a 

friend to join you at worship 

each week.  Take the prayer list 

home, and pray over it.  Sit in 

traffic, and ask God to help you 

see where your call for this time 

is.  Nothing you do will make 

God love you more; nothing you 

can do can make God love you 

less.  Hold your open hands out 

to God, and see what is placed 

there.  "Thank you, God.  Now 

what?" 

     Praying that this season 

shapes you into the best you 

God calls you to be or comforts 

you in the utter nothingness of 

what you feel able to do.  God 

will be there.  I am certain of 

it.                                                  

          Loving & being grateful                      

              for you, and beside you,   

  Pr. Mary Kaye 

Continued from page one. 
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Adult  CHOIRSCHEDULE 
MARCHBIRTHDAYS 

Wendy Szczepanski 03/01 
Michael Halstrom 03/03 
Taylor Kirchoff  03/04 
Ben Landgreen  03/06 
Craig Loen  03/07 
Kathleen Carlson  03/09 
Caleb Miers  03/11 
Josh Prokosch  03/12 
Verna Grover  03/16 
Abby Loen  03/17 
Pamela Keto  03/19 
Aynslee Peterson  03/19 
Theodore Goranson 03/23 
Brenna Loen  03/23 
Darrin Berthiaume 03/24 
Rebecca Goranson 03/25 
Chase Lundholm  03/25 
Hanichka Vodenka-Reed 03/25 
Marinda Carlson  03/30 
Tammi Hasselquist 03/30 
Levi Linngren  03/30 
Anna Johnson  03/31 
Natalie Landgreen 03/31 
 

Please contact the church office if 
there are any errors or omissions. 
Thank you.  

MONTHLYGIVING REPORT 
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C O N N E C T  

I N V I T E  

E Q U I P

First  
Lutheran  

Youth 

FLY Schedule 

Sapping Season Is Here! 

Mid March-Mid April is our very important season where we go out and 
collect sap as a youth group to help sustain the maple syrup ministry = 
which supports all of your youth activities! Your help and your family's 
help is VERY IMPORTANT. We are partnering again with Peace Lutheran 
Youth so you will have a chance to get to know even more area 
Christian Teenagers.  

Make sure your cell phone number is updated with Michelle Lynch! 
This is VERY important for staying in touch with the entire group for 

collection days/times. 

Collection takes place after school at 4pm at 3 different 
sites in St. Croix Falls and one site in Taylors Falls. You will 
need to dress appropriately: BOOTS, GLOVES, water 
bottle, and bring your own snacks if needed.  

This is an awesome time to be with friends and be 
outside doing something very worthwhile together! 
EVERYONE'S HELP IS IMPORTANT! 
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2019 Winter Retreat Wrap Up 

Once again our Winter Retreat has been THE HIGHLIGHT weekend of 
our year! What a blast we had at Luther Point Bible Camp with 10 youth 
and 10 adults along with our favorite worship band 100 White Flags: 
Jeromy and Beth Dorsing, Zac Harder, and Paul Tietjen. It was their 11th 
year back with us and we are so thankful we are able to have them with us 
every year.  

This year's theme came 
from Luke 10:27 "Love 

the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul and with all 
your mind and with all 
your strength. And love 

your neighbor as 
yourself".  

We spent much time talking with the youth also about 
bullying - and how this scripture along with several 
stories in the bible - help give us guidance to show love 
to those who are different than we are. How to be 
accepting of everyone - and to see the face of Jesus in 

everyone we encounter. We played many, many games, did crafts, rocked 
out with the band, played outside, played lots of cards and board games as 
the youth "unplugged" for the weekend; worshiped, went tubing, played 
our favorite game Mighty Mighty Scoop Noodle Challenge, and broomball. 
It is such a great weekend to get away and spend time bonding with each 
other. Being up at Luther Point 
we feel "at home" and just love 
the relationship we have with the 
camp. Thank you to the 
congregation of First Lutheran for 
continuing to support this 
wonderful weekend for the youth! 
And a HUGE thank you to the 
adults who worked so hard all 
weekend: Angie and Jason 
Linngren, Riley Linngren, Jake 
Glynn, Heidi Glynn, Nia Glynn, 
and Rose Anderson. Your help is 
invaluable!  
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Commentators….Riley and Jake 

Broom  

Ball 

15 

Team 
Building 

Games 

Autumn, Molly & Carli having some fun 
on the sledding hill! 

Card Games, 
Cribbage & 

Crafts! 



14 

Luther Point Bible Camp information 

for the summer 2019 programs are 

available in the current brochure.  We 

encourage you to take one from the 

table under the mailboxes at church 

and make plans to attend one of the 

many camps offered!!!!! 

For more info and to register, visit: 

WWW.LUTHERPOINT.ORG 

2019 Camp Information is out! 

Brochures available at the church! 

FELC is a offered a $55 Member 

Church Discount as well!!  Our 

church offers a New Creation 

Award for each child in the amount 

of $50 that can be earned for their 

camp stay!!!! 

Sunday Confirmation Classes 

March 3rd 
3:15pm: Meet at the church 
5pm: We will visit Lily of the 

Valley AME (African 
Methodist Episcopal) Church 

7510 Palomino Drive 
Apple Valley 

Return back to FELC by 7ish. 
 

March 17th 
10:15am—11:30am 

Life Group for HS and 

College Age young adults 

will run Sundays  

March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 

10:15—11:15am 

 

Group 

 Life   
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Thrivent Members can give 

Thrivent Choice dollars to a large 

number of organizations, including 

FELC.  Thrivent sets aside money 

every quarter, and you can send it 

to a different place every quarter 

OR you can send it NOW to an or-

ganization of your choice by March 

31 (Zeroed out each 3/31, and be-

gun again.)  Grab a “How to direct 

Thrivent Choice Dollars” from the 

table outside of the sanctuary, or 

   from Angie in the 

      office.  Can be

      done online or 

      over the phone. 

Michelle and Dylan Lynch are 

looking for help to move the last 

few days in April.  Please let 

Michelle know if you are willing 

and able to lend a hand; and if 

anyone has a trailer to haul 

furniture.  We are only moving a 

half mile closer to downtown St. 

Croix Falls.  THANK YOU! 
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B o o k  s t u d y  a t  t h e 

Lodge!  Participants are 

reviewing Be the Surprise: 

Experiments in Spontaneous Faith 

by Terry Esau.  If you’re 

interested in participating, please 

contact PMK or call the church 

office so we can make sure you 

know about schedule changes and 

get you a book!  
 

Meeting time at the Lodge will be 

10:30-11:30am on  
 

Wednesdays.  

March Dates: 6th  

 

We will take a break 

for Lent Services 

and meet again 

after Easter.  Stay 

tuned for upcoming 

dates! Friends & 

neighbors are 

Wednesday evening Bible Study will 

not meet for the month of March.  

We invite you to join 

us for Lent worship 

on  Wednesday 

evenings.  We will 

continue the Bible 

Study in April ~ 

watch for upcoming 

dates! 

American Cancer 

Society Relay for Life 

Annual Pancake 

Breakfast 

 Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

North Branch  

Sat. March 2nd 

7:30-11am.  

Free will donation.  

Lent Worship Schedule 

March 6th at 7pm 
Ash Wednesday Service 

 
March 13th, 20th, & 27th 

11:00am Lent Worship  
11:30am Soup Lunch 

 

5:30pm Soup Supper 
6:30pm Lent Worship 
7:00pm Youth Group 
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At Chisago Lakes 

High School 

Sat. 3/2: 10am—4pm    Sun. 3/3: 11am—3pm 

When: SAT, MARCH 16, 2019 

Time: 9:00am—12:00pm 
Where: SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
14107 Hudson Road South 

Afton, MN 
What:  Meet other quilters, share best 

practices, tie quilts, and hear more 
about how you are making a difference 
in the lives of our neighbors around the 

world through quilting. 

 QUESTIONS? Contact Nancy Bode at 

n.bode@comcast.net for information about 

the location or the day. If you have questions 

about Lutheran World Relief, contact 

Melanie Gibbons, Quilt & Kit Ministry 

Manager, at quiltsandkits@lwr.org or 

410.230.2737 

Please RSVP online at  

SOV.church/connect  

by Wednesday, March 6th. 

Craft Day at FELC 

Sat, March 23rd 

9am—3pm 

Bring your craft and a dish to 

share for lunch!! 

Prayer 
 

Saturday, March 9th 

at 1:00pm 

Pastor Mary Kaye will be 

hosting a series of 

conversations about once a 

month on a variety of 

topics.  You are welcome to 

join us!  Because some of 

them will be aided by 

having teaching materials, 

please sign up! 

Bring a snack if you’d like! 

MiChiLu Partner Congregations 
to host  

Fat Tuesday/Mardi Gras 
Pancake Supper 

Tues, March 5th 
5:30pm to 7:00pm 

Chisago Lake Lutheran 
Center City 

Come and go as it fits your 
schedule. Lively music and 

activities for kids. 

Free will donation will be 
collected to support ministry in 

Tanzania & Guatemala. 

Maple Syrup from FELC will be 
served at the meal!!! 
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River Valley Christian Women’s Connection invites all women to 

“Keep the Sparkle in  
Your Life” 

 
11:30 Luncheon 

Monday, March 18th 
 

Reservation deadline: noon Tuesday, March 12 
Call Shirley, 715-755-2656 or text her, 715-338-1473 

$12 at the door 
 

CHURCH OF St. JOSEPH 
255 10th Avenue, Osceola, WI 54020 

We change sites each month. 
 
 

Special Feature: “Taking Care of Diamonds and Other 
Precious Stones” 

By Mueller Jewelers, Chisago City 
Gary and Carrie Mueller  

 

Music:  Linda Iwaszko  
 

Speaker: Linda Stai “You Control Your Life:  True or 
False?” 

 

Have some fun, invite a friend! 
Enjoy a delicious lunch and wonderful program. 

 
Specific questions?  Call Diane 651-808-8579. 

River Valley Christian Women’s Connection – CWC Stonecroft 
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Steeple Fundraiser 

Wild Rice Soup  

Supper 

Saturday, March 9th 

At 4:00pm 

At First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of  

Taylors Falls 
Meal will include wild rice 
soup, molasses bread, and 

green bean casserole. 

Free will offering. 

Steeple 

Fundraising 

Each square foot is $30.   

We appreciate all  

donations towards replacing  

our steeple.  

NEW: Online donating is now 

available!  Check out the 

church website! 
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Meeting Agenda 

Church Council of First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

February 10, 2019, 10:30am to 12:00pm 

 

 

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word, 
and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.” 

 
Members Present: Duane Olson, Pastor Mary Kaye, Don Hansen, Wendy 
Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Joe Landgreen,  Craig Loen, Miriam Flysjo  Members 
Absent: none. 
 
A.    Opening Devotions- Miriam  next month Pastor Mary Kaye  
 
B.     Sharing story– Wendy, PMK 
 
C.     Pastor Report-PMK made 5 visits, weather hasn’t made significant 
difference.  Planning for the Fat Tuesday celebration with MiChiLu is proceeding. 
The committee will be serving pancakes, having crafts for kids, and a band made up 
of musicians from Trinity and Chisago Lakes and others. It will be March 5 at Center 
City. 
 
Steeple project off to good start. $6000 so far. The money came from memorials from 
funerals and generous givers. Council members took posters to put up around town to 
let people know about the chili cook off fundraiser. Posters are available for other 
people to hang up around town too. Please invite friends and neighbors.  It was 
suggested that a poster be made of the steeple that shows the holes along side of the 
proposed shingles so people have a visual to understand how bad the situation is. 
Since there is no provision in the constitution for borrowing money we will have to 
wait until we get all the money before we can get the steeple fixed or put other plans 
to a congregational vote.  It is doubtful we can get a loan from the bank. In addition 
the rubber membrane at the base of the steeple needs to be replaced. 
 
Racial Justice seminar on Feb 17 from 3-6. At Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran in St. 
Paul. $10 
 
D.      President’s Report- Don looked into a Donation hot button for the church 
website. This would enable people to make online donations to church.  PayPal it has 
a 3% charge that is taken off the amount given. Don is going to look into another 
company that works strictly with nonprofits to see if there is a smaller fee. The 
money given online can come from checking, credit card or debit card. In addition, 
there should be a way to designate how the money is to be used (general fund, 
memorial) The website will also state that a person can donate by sending a check to 
church.  
 
E.     Property Report – (see pastor’s report)  
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F.  Treasurer Report. Joe reported that everything paid for and up to date. $6000 in 
steeple repair fund. We are down about 6% from budget. We did not get a bump in 
giving for Christmas. Heating bill will be OK because Dec was warm.  There are no 
major expenses coming up besides the steeple. In spring may need to fix parking lot 
next to garbage bins. Giving has remained steady since people have their money 
electronically deposited or send checks to church if they are gone for the winter. 
Motion to approve treasurer report by Duane, seconded PMK. Motion carried.  

G.  Other business 
The nursery and room adjacent have become a storage rooms. Even though the 
nursery is not used on Sunday morning we need to keep the nursery as it gets used 
during funerals. We can make the space more user friendly by getting rid of the TV 
and other things that are stored there. We need to get rid of the furniture that is falling 
apart and ask for donations that are in better shape.  If someone has furniture to 
donate, contact Don. This process will take a few months. Is it possible to have a 
rummage sale with things we no longer need? 
 
It is possible that the space in the room next to the nursery could be used as an office 
space for a non profit. We cannot rent it since we would lose our non-profit status. It 
would benefit us without a cost to us. 
 
Feb 17 and 18 Church youth group from the cities is coming to stay overnight at 
church so they can ski at Wild Mountain. PMK knows the pastor and is sure the youth 
will be well supervised. Pr. Rob Norris-Weber will be with this group from St. Lukes 
in Bloomington. 
 
We need to start thinking of nominees for council.  Joe and Don’s terms are done and 
they can’t serve again according to the constitution term limits. Nominating 
committee: Gayle, Don and Joe. Craig would also be on the ballot because he was 
appointed for a 1 year term to fill a vacancy, and is willing to run for a 3 year term. 
 
Summer stretch will be June 10-14 if PMK can get enough adult volunteers to work 
with and drive kids to places likely no farther than Washington county. All adults 
working with Summer Stretch and drivers need to clear a background check and be 
over 25 years old.  On June 13, Oak Grove will come here to go to Fawn-Doe-Rosa. 
People can volunteer from 9:00-12:00 or 12:00-4:00 or the whole day. 

H.  Motion by  Duane seconded by to Adjourn PMK.  
 
Next meeting March 10 at 10:30am 
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As the abundance of 
donations from the 

holidays dwindle, the 
need in our community 
continues. The largest 

grassroots food and fund 
drive in the state, the 

Minnesota FoodShare 
March Campaign brings 

together community 
organizations, 

businesses, and faith communities to help restock food 
shelves statewide. The more we raise, Minnesota FoodShare 

provides a financial incentive. 

Look for the food donation bin at the church!!!! 

 Fresh, frozen, or canned fruit 

apples, oranges, mixed fruit   

 Fresh, frozen, or canned 

vegetables  green beans, corn, 

mixed vegetables 
 

 Bags of potatoes, carrots, or 

onions 

 Whole grain pasta, rice 

 Baking and cooking items 

Vegt. oil, flour, sugar, spices 

 Canned meats 

tuna, chicken, salmon 

 Hearty soups 

chunky soups, stews, cream of 

mushroom soup 

 Peanut Butter 

 Personal hygiene and 

household cleaning products  

Want to give financially? 

$10 feeds a family of 4 

for one week! 

When you pick the food of your land at 
gathering time, do not pick all the way to the 

corners of your field. And do not gather the food 
left on the ground there after you have picked. 
Do not gather what is left among your vines, or 
gather the grapes that have fallen. Leave them 

for those in need and for the stranger.–  

Leviticus 19:9-10  9 

2018-2019 

Council/Officers: 
Don Hansen—President 

Wendy Szczepanski—Vice President 

Joe Landgreen—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

Duane Olson 

Craig Loen 

Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

Mission Statement 

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 
intergenerational praying community, to learn 

God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships as 
we grow in God’s love and grace.  

 
 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.”  Psalm 90:1 


