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JUNE 2022 

The theme for our 

recent 2022 Saint Paul 

Area Synod Assembly 

was Emerging in 

Hope. That theme 

certainly pertains to 

all of us; we all need to 

sense and experience more hope in our lives. But 

at this assembly we paid particular attention to 

the need for hope in the lives of children. The 

three keynote speakers shared the work they are 

doing with children and youth in our 

congregations, in the neighborhoods beyond our 

doors, as well as with kids around the world. It 

was stressed that no matter whose children they 

are, they are all our kids when it comes to 

addressing their basic needs. 

The messages we heard were both uplifting and 

challenging. Uplifting in that there are a lot of 

great people working hard to provide and 

advocate for children and youth who, through no 

fault of their own, do not have equal footing and 

face significant barriers to some basic need – 

adequate housing, nutritious meals, educational 

opportunities, and more. It’s inspiring to hear 

how a little help can make a huge difference. But 

it’s also challenging to hear that there is more 

need than is being met. And it’s also disturbing to 

think how we in this country can allow such 
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neglect to be so prevalent. I am so very thankful for those who 

have dedicated their lives and work to help plant hope in and 

provide opportunities for the lives of these youth. I look forward 

to discovering ways in which we can support their mission and 

have a hand in making a change. 

Let me share with you A Prayer for Children by Marian Wright 

Edelman in her book The Measure of Our Success. This prayer 

was read instead of a message that was to be delivered by the 

ELCA Churchwide Representative who was unable to attend due 

to COVID-19. 

       

        A Prayer for Children 

We pray for children 

Who sneak popsicles before supper, 

Who erase holes in math workbooks, 

Who can never find their shoes. 

And we pray for those 

Who stare at photographers behind barbed wire, 

Who can’t bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers,  

Who never “counted potatoes”,  

Who were born in places we wouldn’t be caught dead in. 

Who never go to the circus,  

Who live in an X-rated world.  

We pray for children 

Who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions, 

Who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money. 

And we pray for those 

Who never get dessert, 

Who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, 

Who watch their parents watch them die, 

Who can’t find any bread to steal, 

Who don’t have any rooms to clean up, 

Whose pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser, 

Whose monsters are real. 
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We pray for children 

Who spend all their allowance before Tuesday, 

Who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, 

Who like ghost stories, 

Who shove dirty clothes under the bed and never rinse out the tub, 

Who get visits from the tooth fairy, 

Who don’t like to be kissed in front of the carpool, 

Who squirm in church or temple and scream in the phone, 

Whose tears we sometimes laugh at and 

Whose smiles can make us cry. 

And we pray for those 

Whose nightmares come in the daytime, 

Who will eat anything, 

Who have never seen a dentist, 

Who aren’t spoiled by anybody, 

Who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, 

Who live and move but have no being. 

 We pray for children who want to be carried 

And for those who must, 

For those we never give up on and 

For those who don’t get a second chance. 

For those we smother…and those who will grab the hand of anybody 

kind enough to offer it. 

We pray for ourselves and others in our faith communities that we 

may willingly offer our hands to them so that no child is left behind 

because we did not act. 

In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

06/01 Miriana Hackmann 
06/01 Don Mueller 
06/05 Isaiah Johnson 
06/06 Stan Peterson 
06/06 Luke Rogers 
06/10 Joe Szczepanski 
06/12 Dan Petersen 
06/15 Taesia Hackmann 
06/15 Helen Swanson 
06/17 Tanya Peterson 
06/21 Roger Boleman 
06/23 Miriam Lagus 
06/26 Lindsey Clasen 
06/27 Les Smith 
06/29 Roger Gustafson 

Please contact the church office if 
there are any errors or omissions. 
Thank you.  

MONTHLY
 

Sunday, June 19th 

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please contact the 

office at 651-465-5265. 

Welcome! 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Monday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Tuesday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Thursday 8:30am-11:30am 

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available on 

our website Sunday afternoons. 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet June 12, 2022 

at 10:15am. 

QUILTINGGROUP 

First and third Thursday 

mornings at 9:30am. 

BIBLESTUDY 

Bible Study will take a break for 

the summer.  Please watch for 

more information closer to fall. 
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“Doing A New Thing” 
 

In worship back on April 3rd, we heard a passage from the Prophet Isaiah 

where God was speaking to God’s people who were enduring the exile from 

their homeland. God tells them, “Do not remember the former things, or 

consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 

in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:18-19) God promises to stand with God’s people 

and to lead them into a new future. 

We at First Evangelical Lutheran Church might in some ways feel much 

like God’s people of old. A lot has changed over the years and life for us is 

just not the way it was and the future might seem a little uncertain. And 

yet we cling to God’s promise to stand with us and to lead us forward. We 

believe God is in the process of “Doing a New Thing” among us. 

As we begin to understand what this might mean for us, the plan is to take 

some time to do some deep listening. We want to listen to God, to you the 

members of First, as well as parts of our community. We have spent some 

time intentionally listening to God and we will need to continue to do so, 

but we are now at the phase of intentionally listening to you, members of 

First. 

Between mid-May and the mid-August, we are planning to have trained 

listeners meet one-on-one with you to have conversations designed to get 

to know each other better, hear your story, and to listen to what is im-

portant to you. These conversations are not a 

time to recruit you to be more involved or to 

get you to join the church council. They are 

not a survey of what you like or don’t like 

about church. Again, the hope is to recognize 

God standing with us and to listen for how 

God is doing a new thing with us. 

 

Look forward to an invitation in the near fu-

ture to enter into a 30-60 minute conversation 

with a fellow member of First. Trust that the 

Holy Spirit is at work and will enlighten us 

and guide us into our future together. And 

please keep First in your prayers as we listen 

and follow God’s leading. 
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Confirmation class wrapped 

up on Wednesday, May 4th.  

The youth had fun with Pr. 

Dwight and enjoyed an ice 

cream treat!! 

Pictured: Levi Linngren, Pr. Dwight 

Rudquist, Lucy Tverberg & Carli Linngren 
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When & Where? 
Tuesday & Thursday mornings 

9:00 a.m. - Noon — June 16 to July 21 

26th ANNUAL 2022 

Thursday 6/16 Baptist Church 

Tuesday 6/21 Lutheran Church 

Thursday 6/23 Lutheran Church 

Tuesday 6/28 Lutheran Church 

Thursday 6/30 Lutheran Church 

Tuesday 7/05 Methodist Church 

Thursday 7/07 Methodist Church 

Sunday 7/10 Salad Supper at 

Baptist Church. Program, 4:30pm 

followed by supper (approx. 5pm) 

Tuesday 7/12 Methodist Church 

Thursday 7/14 Methodist Church 

Tuesday 7/19 Baptist Church 

Thursday 7/21 Baptist Church 

Who can be a TF Day Camper? 

Any child entering grades 2-6 

in the fall of 2022 

What happens at TF Day Camp? 

Games, crafts, singing, Bible Stories, 

snacks, outdoor activities, miniature 

golf, water carnival, meeting friends, 

having fun … and MORE!!!!!! 

Cost 

$2 per child per session 

$20 per child for all 11 sessions 

$40 maximum per family 

for all 11 sessions 
(Financial scholarships easily available at  

your request.  No one will be turned away  

because they cannot pay.) 

Brochures available at the church.  Questions? Call Pastor Kevin at 
651-465-6792 or call with church office at 651-465-5265 

Journey with Joshua 
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Luther Point Bible 
Camp 

Summer 2022 

Created Good!  
“For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received 

with thanksgiving”  ~1Timothy 4:4  
   

Registration is open and we are ready for you to join us for our best summer yet 
at Luther Point Bible Camp!  First Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member of 

Luther Point which means YOU get a discount!  
 

Member Church Discounts 
Full Week Camps: $55 off, Half Week Camps: $22.50 off 

Overnight Camps: $13.75 off 
 

 There are a variety of camps that are offered at 
Luther Point: 

1st & 2nd Grade Day at Camp  |  3rd - 4th Grade 

Camp  |  4th - 6th Grade Camp 

Jr. High Camp  |  Jr/Sr High Night Life  |  Fish Camp  |  

Horse Camp  |  Arts Camp  Family Camp  |  

Grandparent/Grandchild Camp 
 

Visit www.lutherpoint.org for more information and to 
register!   There are brochures available at the church.  

Luther Point Family Cabins 

The Pine Cove Family Cabins are nestled 
down along Akermark Bay of Big Wood 
Lake and are an excellent place for you, 
your family, and your friends to get away 
and renew and reconnect.   Each of these 
cabins have been newly remodeled and 

are fully winterized for year-round use.   Each cabin has a small 
kitchen where you can cook your own meals.  We are also happy to 
provide meals (15 person minimum) for you.  The 5 cabins situated 
along Akermark Bay share two docks (one located by Jerusalem and 
one by Zion) and a couple of charcoal grills.  Finally, each cabin has a 
fire ring for use.   Cost: $80 - $85.  Visit their website: 
www.lutherpoint.org for more information. 
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During the month of May, Spring Clean-Up will be in full swing at our 
church!  We have compiled a list of outdoor tasks that anyone can help 
with!  The list will be located at the church and on Sunday mornings.  If 
you are able to, claim and complete one of these tasks at your 
convenience! 
 

1) Pick up sticks throughout the yard & haul out. 
2) Pick up sticks & branches in outdoor worship area. 
3) Rake/Sweep front steps and sidewalks. 
4) Clean out front flower beds including deadheading the 

hydrangeas. (it’s been requested for the Bridal Wreath Spirea not 
be pruned this year) 

5) Purchase flowers for front flower bed near driveway. 
6) Plant and maintain flower bed near driveway. 
7) Purchase and plant flowers in iron flower pot in the corner of the 

parking lot. 
8) Paint the backboards of the basketball hoops. 
9) Check over the playground equipment. 
10) Weed the playground area. 
11) Wash reachable windows. (Indoors and Outdoors) 
12) Wash reachable windowsills. 
13) Clean and organize trash/recycling area. 
14) Clean out and organize shed.  We’d love to make room for the 

picnic folding chairs. 
15) BIG PROJECT: Rebuild the nativity stable. 
16) BIG PROJECT: Build a Little Library for our playground area. 

 
FELC Outdoor Wish List: 

 Dark Brown Mulch 
 Small Bushes 
 Gift Cards to Menards or Abrahamson’s Nursery 
 Basketball 
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Feeding kids. Feeding spirits. Empowering communities. 
Every year, millions of children die from preventable causes such as 
pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and undernutrition. Hunger is still causing 
nearly half of deaths in children under 5 years old. From this data, we 
estimate at least 6,200 children die each day from causes related to 
undernutrition. This is heartbreaking. 

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) believes hope starts with food. As a 
Christian nonprofit, FMSC is dedicated to seeing every child whole in 
body and spirit. FMSC works with food distribution partners that stay 
with communities for the long haul, empowering them to move from 
relief to development. 

FMSC meals are developed by food science and nutrition professionals to 
supplement nutritional needs and reduce problems with malnutrition. 
Nutrition allows children to grow, thrive and develop to their full 
potential. 

FMSC's mission 
Feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit. 

The approach 
Our process is simple. 
Donations given by people just 
like you fund the meal 
ingredients. Volunteers hand-
pack the meals. Meals are 
donated to FMSC food 
partners around the world, 
where kids are fed and lives 
are saved!  

"He upholds the cause of the 

oppressed and gives food to 

the hungry." Psalm 146:7(NIV) 
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Youth members, Carli 
Linngren, Levi Linngren, 

Ingrid Olson & friend 
Avery, and Lucy Tverberg 
along with adults Angie 

Linngren, Karen Olson, Pr. 
Dwight & Lisa Rudquist, 
and Miranda Tverberg 
attended the Feed My 

Starving Children event at 
Hosanna Lutheran Church 

in Forest Lake, MN. 
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St. Croix Falls Public Library Plaza 
Saturdays, May-October 

10AM-1PM 

We are looking forward to 
another great season of 
abundant fresh produce, 

sustainably raised meats and 
cheese, preserves, honey, 

flowers, body care, and more!  

Parking Lot of St. Bridget’s in 
Lindstrom, MN 

NOTE: 2022 season begins  
July 6th to October 22th 

Wednesday 3 pm to 6 pm  
Saturday 8 am to 12 pm  

Local vendors offer seasonal vegetables, 
flowers, home canned goods, soap, eggs, 

baked goods & more.  

Lindstrom 

Franconia Art & Farmers Market 

Sunday, June 5th |  10am-2pm 

The first Sunday of each month, May-October from 10am-2pm, local 

farmers and artists come together to provide a variety of fresh produce 

and handmade crafts.   

Rhubarb Fest  |  Sat, June 11th, 9am 

Rhubarb Fest is fun for the whole 
family! Community wide garage sales, 
bouncy house, craft fair, farmer's 
market, bake sale, pancake breakfast, 
fishing clinic and Duck a thon at 
Millpond park and much more!  
 

Mill Pond Park, 202 1st Ave, Osceola, WI  
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River Valley Christian Women’s Connection 
invites women to the 

Home is Where the Heart Is 

 11:30am Luncheon 

Monday, June 20, 2022at 

Lakes Free Church 
29620 Olinda Trail, Lindstrom, MN 
$15 at door.  Sites charge monthly 

 

Reservation deadline is Saturday, June 11  
by calling Sharon at 612-718-8546 or s.illgen@yahoo.com     

To cancel a reservation: call Sharon by Wed. June 15th. 
 Bring a friend.  All women are invited and welcome! 

There is no membership.  Come for lunch and a program.         

 

Special Feature: Ron Miller on Flag Etiquette 

You can bring flags to be retired.  Fold neatly and bring in a bag.  
Special Music:  Ann Bell at the Piano 

Inspirational Speaker:  Sandy Carlson speaking on 

“Home is Where the Heart Is” 

        Affiliated with Stonecraft 

St. Croix BBQ 
& Car Show 

Saturday, June 25th 

3:00PM — 6:30PM 

Huge Car Show and food (BBQ) 
and the best live music!  FREE! 

Chateau St Croix Winery 

1998 WI-87, St Croix Falls 

Feeding kids. Feeding spirits. Empowering communities. 
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Location: St Croix Fall,s, WI - 

Serverson Memorial Overlook Park 

Date:  June - August 

Time:  Friday evenings at 6:30pm 

FREE Friday Summer Concerts at the 
overlook. Bring a lawnchair.  

FREE ADMISSION! 

16906 Wild Mountain Rd, Taylors Falls 

Sat      May   28       St.Croix Crossings  3-6 

Sat      June  4         Jay Walter & The Rectifiers  3-6 

Sat      June  11       Andy Tackett 3-6 

Sat      June 18       Rick & Kenny 3-6 

Sat      June  25       Slippery Steve & Scary Gary  3-7 

Fri      July   1          Mean Gene & The Woodticks 6-9 

Sat      July   2         Andy Tackett 3-6 

Fri      July   8         Mary Cutrufello  6-9 

Sat      July   9         Jeff Brooks 3-6 

Fri      July   15       The Alternatives 6-9 

Sat      July   16       Scrapegoat  3-6 

Fri      July   22       Glen Everhart 6-9 

Sat      July   23       Slippery Steve & Scary Gary 3-7 

Fri      July   29       Crimson Roots 6-9 

Sat      July   30      Jay Walter & The Rectifiers  3-7 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Church Council of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

May 1, 2022, 10:15am- 11:30am 

 Next meeting: June 12, 2022  

 

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word, 
and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.” 

Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Mir iam Flysjo, Craig 
Loen, Becky Hulden, Kathy Carlsted, Pastor Dwight Rudquist 

 
A. Opening Devotions - Becky 

         June - Kathy 

B. Sharing Story- Kathy 

C. Pastor’s Report - Pastor  Dwight  

Pastor Dwight presided over Lenten services and Sunday services in April. He 
led Bible study, met with the confirmation class and helped with collecting sap 
and clean up.  

He is wondering if the Bible study should break for summer. 

Confirmation class will be wrapped up in May. He will try to do some youth 
activities this summer.  

Pastor Dwight will meet with the Reopening Task Force to discuss if there are 
changes needed in the Covid protocol now that  Covid cases and hospitalization 
are on rise in MN and WI. They will also discuss when it is time to return to 
traditional communion and offering (passing the offering plates). 

Pastor Dwight attended Feed my Starving Children with 5 youth and some 
adults. It was a good experience. 

Vacation time  

May 14-15  
June 23-30  (one Sunday June 26) 
July 28- Aug 5  (one Sunday July 31) 

Pastor Dwight and Craig met with staff to determine if there were concerns or 
needs. The conversations went well.  

Lenten services and the return of some of the liturgy to the service is 
appreciated.    
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D. Treasurer’s Report - Becky 

Our offering for April was bountiful for our budget. We should be at 83% of 
our budget. Income is 100% of the budget. Expenses are 80% of the budget.  

The total amount for the Lenten offering was $1682. 

Motion Becky made a motion seconded by Kathy, to send $500 each to the 
Community Meal at Zion Lutheran and Feed my Starving Children and $682 to 
Together with Friends. Motion passed.  

E. Choir 

The council voted to look into starting up choir again.  Because of the rising 
Covid infections in our area, the Reopening Task force recommended that we 
hold off deciding about resuming choir until later this summer.   

F. Spiritual Listening -  

Pastor Dwight, Wendy and Becky met to plan what spiritual listening will look 
like at First. They are considering the name: Doing Something New.  

A letter will be sent out to potential listeners explaining the program and 
inviting them to a training session on May 17. We hope to get 10 listeners with 
each listener contacting 5 members. .   

We plan to listen to members in the summer and then meet with members of 
the community by September so we can present the findings to the 
congregation in the fall.  

We are trusting the Holy Spirit to lead us through this listening experience and 
into our next phase of ministry.  

G. Road Signs - Wendy 

Wendy met with Ben Utech with Chisago County Public Works on March 22 
about the placement of directional signs to FELC on the intersection of County 
Roads 37 and 20. There will be two signs, back to back. Wendy filled out the 
form and sent a check for $700 to the county. Expected completion should be in 
6-8 weeks after they receive the form and check. 

H. Outdoor Project progress -  

Pastor will contact Don about the timeline for the regrading and replacement of 
the sidewalk. 

I.  Motion to adjourn Rose, second Craig 

Upcoming events: Synod Assembly - May 13,14 to be attended by Pastor  
Dwight, Wendy and Miriam. 

 

Faithfully submitted 
Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 
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Fellowship Resources at First 
 Nursery (rocking chair, changing table, 

busy bags) 

 Youth room (games, books, music) 

 Lending library 

 Outdoor playground, sports lawn, yard 

games lawn, basketball hoop 

 Prayer chain, visitation, mobility equipment 

loaners 

Faith Resources at First 
 Weekly Worship 

 Faith Stepping Stones 

 Baptism 

 First Communion 

 Confirmation 

 Ministry Leadership Training 

 Marriage 

 Parenting Resources 

 Care Ministry 

 Summer Programs 

 Bible camp – Together with Friends, 

Luther Point 

 Summer Reading Program 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

2021-2022 

Council/Officers: 

Wendy Szczepanski—President 

Craig Loen—Vice President 

Becky Hulden—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

Kathy Carlsted 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

Mission Statement 

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 
intergenerational praying community, to learn 
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships 

as we grow in God’s love and grace.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com

