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We’ve talked about songs a bit lately. I grew up singing. My sister Diane 
would play the piano and we’d sing all kinds of show tunes and whatever 
was in the Readers Digest songbooks my mom would buy. My favorite 
time of the year to sing was Christmas. Between home, church, and 
school there were all kinds of Christmas carols and other fun Christmas 
songs to sing. 

One of my favorite was The Secret of Christmas written by songwriters 
Jimmy Van Heusen  and Sammy Cahn. I believe it was recorded most 
famously by Bing Crosby. Here are the lyrics: 

It's not the glow you feel, when snow appears 
It's not the Christmas card, you've sent for years 
Not the joyful sound, when sleigh bells ring 
Or the merry songs, children sing 

Yeah the little gift you send, on Christmas day 
Will not bring back the friend, you turned away 
So may I suggest, the secret of Christmas 
It's not the things you do, at Christmas time 
But the Christmas things you do all year through 

It's not the things you do,  
  at Christmas time 
    But the Christmas things you do  
 all year through  
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It’s the last few lines that have always struck me most, that the secret of 
Christmas is “not the things you do, at Christmas time, but the Christmas 
things you do all year through!” I think that’s a good perspective to 
ponder as we move into the New Year, don’t you think? 

Another relatively new Christmas song for me has become one of my 
favorites. It’s “Love Has Come” which is hymn 292 in our hymnals. Not 
only are the words meaningful, but it has a catchy and upbeat tune.  

I leave you with the words to read and think about. But more I leave you 
with the hope that Christmas doesn’t fade away too quickly as the 
decorations come down and the marketing campaigns turn to Valentine’s 
Day. May the Love of Christmas, the Gift of Christmas, the Joy and Hope 
of Christmas, be forever yours!  And may you Live the Secret of 
Christmas as well! 

Happy New Year! 

      Pastor Dwight Rudquist 

 

    Love has come – a light in the darkness! 

   Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

   See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

   Hear how their song of joy arises: 

   Love!   Love!  Born unto you, a Savior! 

   Love!   Love!  Glory to God on high. 

 

   Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

   Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

   See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

   What is the name her heart is saying? 

   Love!  Love!  Love is the name she whispers; 

   Love!  Love!  Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

   Love has come and never will leave us! 

   Love is life everlasting and free. 

   Love is Jesus within and among us. 

   Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

   Love!  Love!  Love is the gift of Christmas. 

   Love!  Love!  Praise to you, God on high!                                              
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MONTHLY
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

01/02 Krissy Hackmann 
01/02 Sydney Paredes 
01/08 Marlys Luehmann 
01/12 Isabella Langer 
01/15 Bill Davids 
01/18 Attley Loen 
01/19 Inez Heggerston 
01/19 Dylan Magnuson 
01/19 Tim Nelson 
01/31 Carli Linngren 
 

Please contact the church office 
if there are any errors or 
omissions. Thank you.  

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please talk with Pr. 

Dwight or contact the office at 

651-465-5265. 

Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available 

Sunday afternoons on our website 

www.tflutheran.org and can also 

be found on our YouTube 

Channel: First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of TF - 2nd. 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet January 14, 2024 

at 10:30am. 
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A prayer shawl enables the 
recipient to be surrounded by 

prayer, and is a tangible reminder 
of God’s care and love, 

encouragement and inspiration. 

If you’d like to be part of this new 
ministry or have any questions, 
please talk with Becky Hulden.  

Bible Study: Sunday mornings 
following fellowship.  Grab a cup of 

coffee & join us for Bible Study.   

Church Choir 

Tuesday evenings at 6 - 7pm in the 
sanctuary!  No experience needed!  

We’d love for you to join us!!! 

What’s Happening in 
Our Church! 

Every Sunday: Worship at 9am  
followed by Fellowship at 10am.   

Crafting on Saturdays  
Saturday, JANUARY 13TH 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
Bring your crafts, a snack to 

share & be ready for some great 
conversations !!  invite a friend! 

Quilting 

First & Third Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30am 

No experience needed!  

We welcome new quilters!!!  
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Christmas Clean Up 

Sunday, January 7th 

Please stay after 
worship to help take 
down all Christmas 
décor and clean up!  

Thank you! 

1.That we as a congregation choose 

to enter into the Season of Renewal 

Cohort offered through the St. Paul 

Area synod, with the $3500 fee to 

be taken from the Lowell Nelson 

outreach fund (line item 3245). 
 

2. That the Church Council has 

approval to spend up to $6000 to 

be taken out of the kitchen fund (line item 3040-1) to purchase chairs 

and a chair rack for the fellowship hall. 
 

3. To extend Pastor Dwight Rudquist's contract until May 19, 2025. This 

contract includes an extended vacation allotment from July 22nd through 

August 25th (6 Sundays – 3 paid, 3 unpaid). Also, this contract can be 
terminated by the congregation prior to the end date if an arrangement 

is made to call another pastor or Pastor Rudquist can terminate the 

contract if he notifies the congregation 60 days prior to his departure. 

January 14th following worship 

Giving Envelopes 

are available at the 

church to pick up.  

They are located in 

the Maple Syrup/

Resource Room.  If you would 

like yours delivered or mailed to 

you, please let us know!   

We have large amount of Thrivent T-Shirts 

up for grabs.  Lots of Small, Mediums and 

Larges!!!!  Check them out in our Maple 

Syrup/Resource Room!  They are newly 

organized for your “shopping” pleasure!!! 
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Paint & Sip Event 
Saturday, December 2nd 

All proceeds from the event to the foundation 
“Halos of the St Croix Valley” 

Thank to our artist: Nikki S.   
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Thank you for your generous purchase of a 
poinsettia to decorate our worship space 

throughout Christmas. 

 

     Given by                    In Memory of or In Honor of 

   Rose Anderson          In Memory of Agnes, William,   
         and Joe Mallery 

   Roger & Joan Boleman   In Memory of our Parents 

   Eleanore Collins           In Memory of Larry Collins 

   Miriam Flysjo           In Memory of Oke and Grace Flysjo 

   Inez Heggerston            In Memory of Ed Heggerston  

   Arne & Miriam Lagus      In Honor of Our Grandsons & Family 

   The Loen Family           In Memory of Loved Ones  

        and In Honor of Family  

   Chieko Rogers           In Memory of Tim Rogers 
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season in our Church 

Decorating is 

always more fun 

when friends 

come together!  

Thank you for 

being part of this 

fun day! 
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Christmas Eve Morning Worship 
Special Music guest: Molly Moberg 

We were blessed to have Molly at a 

couple services throughout the 

month of December! 

Levi Linngren played beautiful Christmas 

music before the prelude.  The choir led the 

congregation in the candle lit hymn  

“Silent Night.” 

Christmas Eve  

4pm Service 

The Children’s Message 
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Additional funds that were 
received after December 18th 
will be delivered to the school 

and be used for families in need 
throughout the remainder of 

the school year! 

Thank you on behalf of the Auxiliary to the 
WPWU and Sleep in Heavenly Peace for your 

generous donations of 8 quilts to Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace chapters locally to you.  Dona-
tions like yours allow Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

to use their funds to build m ore beds, as they have bedding to file 
that portion of the build.  Again, a big thank you for this donation. 

Anna Braun, Member of the Human Relations Committee 

A big thank you to all 

who donated corn for 

both the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas food 

baskets given to families 

in the Chisago 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the Taylors Falls Elementary 

School Giving Tree. 

Let us remember that the 
Christmas heart is a giving 

heart, a wide open heart that 
thinks of others first. 

~George Matthew Adams 
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Thank you to all who donated to Andrew’s 
Bravery Box!  We will continue to collect 
throughout the year as this great 
organization still needs donations!!!  Read 
more information about this organization 
on our bulletin board near the stairs!   

Did you know that 
our youth group was 
a strong supporter of 
Andrew’s Bravery Box 
and collected toys for 
the first deliveries 
that went out into 
hospitals? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is Andrew?  Andrew Dorsing was the first patient 
to benefit from what used to be called the Bravery Bag.  
After losing his battle against a Congenital Heart defect, 
Beth and Jeromy Dorsing started Andrew’s Bravery Box 
to help families who may be facing similar struggles and 
also as a way to help Andrew’s memory live on.  
Andrew would have been 11 years old on December 
17th.  In honor of this sweet boy, let’s continue to fill 
that bin up for Andrew’s Bravery Box! 



12 

Friday, January 5th at 7pm 
Movie: Sunset Boulevard 

 
Friday, January 19th at 7pm 
Movie: Waiting for Guffman 

Winter Film Club 
St Croix Falls Public Library 

Indoor Pickleball Courts 
1330 220th St, St Croix Falls 
Open 7 days a week, 7am - 9pm 
 

Chisago Lakes Wildcat Comm Ctr  
29330 Olinda Trl, Lindstrom 
Open: Varies.  

Pickleball is a racket or paddle sport in 
which two players or four players hit a 
perforated, hollow plastic ball with 
paddles over a 34-inch-high net until one 
side is unable to return the ball or 
commits a rule infraction. Pickleball is 
played indoors and outdoors.  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Monday Evenings  

4:00pm - 6:00pm 

Zion Lutheran Church in  
Chisago City 
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Sat, January 20, 2024  |  4pm - 7pm 

Join us for an enchanting evening at 

Franconia’s first Midwinter Celebration! 

Inspired by rich traditions of the old 

Scandinavian Yule holiday, this event 

promises to be a magical experience. 

Venture outside to the warmth of a bonfire, 

casting a soft glow over the landscape, and 

embark on a lantern-lit sculpture walk. 

Celebrate with an evening filled with art, music, and the camaraderie of 

community.  Tickets are $40/person, and all money raised will go back into 

supporting Franconia Sculpture Park. For more information and to buy 

tickets, visit https://www.franconia.org/midwinter/ 

    January 

A Day for Making Comfort 
January 27th  |   9am-3pm 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1616 W. Olive St. Stillwater 

Over the past few years, hundreds of quilts have been completed 
and given to places in need locally and around the world. St. Paul 
Area Synod invites you (and encourages) to join the fun in 2024! 
Everyone is welcome to join in for just an hour or two or to stay for 
the whole day. If you are staying for lunch, plan to bring your own. 

No experience is needed for this event. There is a job for all skill 
levels, including having no quilting or sewing experience. Bring a 
friend with you and make a difference! 

Things  

to do in 

 Begin a new devotional 

 Celebrate Epiphany (Jan. 6) 

 Bubble bath day (Jan. 8) 

 Make soup in a crockpot 

 Enjoy popcorn day (Jan. 19) 

 Bake snowflake cookies 

 Handwriting day (Jan. 23) 

 Go on a winter adventure 

https://www.franconia.org/midwinter/?fbclid=IwAR1xiRynp6J1VqMhPPDOXaORCOaSe-viuhrfrlh14daiYXt-w1Ypwm3biJM
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The Epiphany, also known as 
Three Kings’ Day or the Feast of 
the Epiphany, is a Christian 
holiday that commemorates the 
revelation of Jesus as the Son of 
God to the Magi, or wise men. It 
is traditionally celebrated on 
January 6th.  Here are several 
Epiphany activities for kids and 
for the family to participate in! January 6th 

Bless Your Home with the Epiphany Home 
Blessing: This special blessing is a way of marking 
our homes, usually at the front or main entrance, as 
we ask God’s blessing upon those who live, work, 
or visit throughout the coming year.  

***We will have small kits available at the church to take home!*** 

Paper crowns:  These are fun no matter what 
your age.  You can only make one really fancy to 
go with the winner of the King’s Cake, or 
everyone can sport a crown!  Decorate with glitter, 
jewels, feathers….whatever makes your heart 
happy!  

Sing some carols:  Have you ever really listened to 
the words of carols?  Some of them are quite obviously 
meant to come after Christmas Day.  A clear choice for 
Epiphany is “We Three Kings.” 

Wise Men:  Create the three wise men 
out of toilet paper rolls.  So many 

choices!  Cover in paper, color with 
crayons or markers, or paint them.  

Color an Epiphany Star:  There will be 
printouts available at church!! 
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Bake a king cake: One of the most well-
known traditions associated with the 
Epiphany is the baking of a special cake 
called a “king cake.” If you enjoy baking, 
consider trying your hand at making a king 
cake at home. You can find recipes online 
or ask a friend or family member for their 
favorite recipe.  

Throw a party!  Plan a fun menu, 
bake a kings cake and decorate!  
Encourage conversations about 

Epiphany!   

EASY Cinnamon Roll King’s Cake 

INGREDIENTS  

• 2 tubes, 17.5 oz each, jumbo cinnamon rolls 

• 1 tub, 16 oz, white frosting  

• Green, yellow and violet color gels 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Press cinnamon rolls into pan.  They will want to pop up so you’ll need to 

squeeze them together.  Keep them pressed down and into the pan and as level as 

possible.  You can easily flatten with your palms. 

2. Bake for 30-35 minutes or until golden brown.  Let cool for 10 minutes before 

inverting pan on a flat surface and cooling completely before frosting. 

3. To frost, divide frosting in three separate bowls and color each bowl a separate 

color with the color gels.  Place icing into a resealable bag but do not seal. 

4. Massage each bag until the contents are warm enough to easily drizzle over 

cake.  Snip the tip of the bag. 

5. Drizzle the frosting onto the cake.  You can knead each bag as needed if they 

thicken after sitting. 

6. Allow icing to thicken and serve! 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Church Council of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sunday, December 10, 2023, 10:28am 

Next meeting January 14, 2024 

  

 “Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our neighbors.” 

Members Present: Rose Anderson, Miriam Flysjo, Craig Loen, Becky 

Hulden, Kathy Carlsted, Pastor Dwight Rudquist           

Members Absent: none 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:28 by President Becky Hulden. 

Craig led the opening devotions. Pastor Dwight volunteered to lead 

devotions in January. 

Becky and Rose shared stories about God’s love in our lives. 

Pastor Dwight reported that the MiChiLu meeting was postponed until this 

week. He did some visitations and said he will do more visits closer to 

Christmas. The date for the service at The Lodge will either be December 

20 or 27. 

Craig shared the Treasurer’s Report. Our income for November of $8,263 

is shy of the budget by $2,247.83, but we are still above budget by 3%, 

thanks to the previous month being above budget. 

Don Hansen, Becky Hulden and Craig Loen are getting their signatures 

figured out at First Resource Bank. 

Our Primary Checking has $1,122.87 less than October’s report. 

Our Special Savings has $2,100.87 more than October’s report. 

Faithfully submitted by Craig Loen 12-10-2023 

Property Committee Projects. 

There is nothing to report on the elevator and regrading the south side. 
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Renovations on the bathrooms are waiting for the 11% rebate in January. 

The council looked at a few types of chairs for the fellowship hall. It was 

decided someone should look at chairs and buy a couple so people can 

compare them. 

Motion by Craig/Miriam We approve up to $6000 out of the kitchen 

fund (line item 3040-1) to be spent for chairs and a chair rack for the 

fellowship hall. The motion passed unanimously. 

Pastor Dwight reported that the Vision Group meeting met with Justin 

from the Synod to learn how the synod will support us now that we don’t 

know what is happening with our possibilities for shared ministry. Justin 

assured us that the Synod will continue to support us but it won’t be easy 

to find a part time pastor. We need to complete the Ministry Site Profile. 

Pastor Dwight received an email from the synod about the Season of 

Renewal Cohort starting in February 2024. The cohort is intended for 7 

congregations that are ready to address congregational vitality in this 

age. The process will take a year and consists of in person and online 

sessions. Work done for the Cohort will dovetail into filing out the 

Ministry Site Profile. 

Rose/Craig made a motion We as a congregation choose to enter into the 

Season of Renewal Cohort offered through the St. Paul Area synod, with 

$3500 fee to be taken from the Lowell Nelson outreach fund. (line item 

3245) Motion passed. 

The council proposed a special Congregational Meeting for January 14 

to ask the congregation to approve spending for the Season of Renewal 

Cohort.  

We will take some time in January and February to discuss what our 

mission statement means, how we are living into it and how we can do 

better. Becky will line up two people to deliver Mission Minutes on 

January 14 and 28. 

The free pancake breakfast as part of the Lighting Festival went well. 

We served 105 people on Saturday and 30 people after church on 

Sunday. The church donated syrup. The leftover pancake mix and 

sausages will be donated to MiChiLu for the Fat Tuesday supper. 

Continued on page 18 
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The Advent Wreath making event went well. Quite a number of 

families with little children participated. A pamphlet explaining 

Advent was given to each person who took home a wreath.  

The Snack and Paint event went well. 12 people participated and 

they raised $300 which was donated to Halos of the St.Croix Valley, 

a non-profit foundation that provides emotional and financial support 

to bereaved parents who have lost a child from miscarriage through 

the age of 20. 

16 people attended the Lefse making event and made 13.5 dozen 

pieces of lefse. Attendees took lefse home and some was served 

during coffee hour on Sunday. 

The Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00PM. 

We are planning to make lefse at The Lodge in January. We will use 

the leftover Thrivent money to buy a lefse griddle for church. 

Angie will send out Christmas cards and make gift bags for the 

children. 

 

Kathy/Becky motioned to adjourn at 11:29.  

  

Faithfully submitted, 

Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 

 
Faithfully submitted, 
Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 

Council Minutes Continued 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

Mission Statement 

Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our Neighbors.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2023) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

2023-2024 

Council/Officers: 

Becky Hulden—President 

Kathy Carlsted—Vice President 

Craig Loen—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Kathy Carlsted 

Rose Anderson 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com
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