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Things 
First January 2019 

The Newsletter of 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

561 Chestnut Street,  

Taylors Falls, MN  55084-1110               

651-465-5265  www.tflutheran.com  

Dear friends in Christ, 

     This is the good news of Christmas!  Jesus has come to live as one of us so that 
we might live with Jesus!  As we continue to celebrate Christmas, and also begin a 
new calendar year, this is the best news; Jesus, the light who has come into the 
world, has not been overcome by the darkness. 

     There is plenty of darkness in our world.  The grief for a child who never lived, 
or who lived only for a short time, or who lived and loved well, but was gone way 
too soon, and the ache for all that could have been, the dreams denied.  The 
marriage that you counted on being forever when you made the promise, "I do," 
which now is a heart burden that you're not sure you can bear, or which has turned 
into way more work than you ever knew you were bargaining for, or which has just 
become so cold, you don't know if it will ever be what you hoped for again.  The co
-worker talking behind your back who you are afraid might cost you at work, or the 
struggle to figure out how you will buy groceries, or working so many hours you 
can barely see straight, or spending all your time at something you don't value. 

     We don't even need to listen to the radio, or see pictures of bloodshed & famine, 
or hear of racism or bullying or sexual violence, or cheating vulnerable ones.  We 
have all the darkness we can handle right where we are.   

Continued on page two... 
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New Members  

QUILTERS 

SARAHCIRCLE 

COUNCILMEETING 

OFFICE HOURS@FELC  

Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

     But the Light has come into 
the world, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.  What if we try 
something daring?  What if we 
believe that the Light is always 
there, and watch for it, peeking out 
from under a baby blanket, or in a 
secret kindness, or in words of 
Scripture we hear as we come 
together to encourage each other, in 
the praying together for others to be 
blessed in the new year, or in the 
tune of the beloved Gospel put to 
music?  What if we trust in what we 
cannot see until we can see, 
because the darkness has not 
overcome it?  Let me know what 
you see, and share with others, too, 
the Light we so often miss because 
of our focus, okay?  The season of 
Epiphany is about the manifestation 
of God, the ways God makes 
Godself known.  Let's watch 
together. 

                                                          
   in God's love, as you are, too - 
  always! 

                                 Pr. Mary Kaye 

Join the confirmation class 
on Sunday, January 27th to 
worship at Humble Walk in 

St. Paul.  Please meet at the 
church at 3:15pm to ride 
share!  We will return to 

the church around 7:00pm. 

...continued from cover page. 
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Adult  CHOIRSCHEDULE 

MONTHLYGIVING REPORT 

JANUARYBIRTHDAYS 

Krissy Hackmann  01/02 
Sydney Paredes  01/02 
Peter Vitalis  01/04 
Heather Ellis  01/07 
Duane Olson  01/09 
Isabella Langer  01/12 
Coby Halstrom  01/14 
Bill Davids  01/16 
Patricia Vodenka-Reed 01/15 
Natasha Johnson  01/16 
Cody Larson  01/17 
Brynna Peterson  01/18 
Dylan Magnuson  01/19 
Timothy Nelson  01/19 
Brian Kelley  01/21 
Rylin McDonald  01/21 
Breanna Dexter  01/23 
Marilyn Olson  01/28 
Carli Linngren  01/31 
 

Please contact the church office if 
there are any errors or omissions. 
Thank you.  
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First  
Lutheran  

Youth 

C O N N E C T  

I N V I T E  

E Q U I P

 

FLY Schedule 

3 

Youth Christmas 

Party 

The youth had a 
fun night of food, 
games and their 

annual sock 
exchange!! 
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Sunday, December 23rd 

Sunday School Children 

singing during worship! 

Sunday Confirmation Classes 

January 6th, 5pm—8pm 
Epiphany House Blessing 

Meet at the church to break into 
groups & gather supplies! 

 
January 27th, 3:15pm—7pm 
Worship at Humble Walk in St. 
Paul.  Worship starts at 4:30pm. 

Please meet at the church at 
3:15pm to ride share!  We will 

return around 7pm. 
 

(2019 confirmation schedule will 
be out soon.  Call church office to 

make sure you're on the list of 
those in the class!) 

 Life   

Life Group for HS and College Age young 

adults will run Sundays  

Jan. 6th, 13th, 20th 

No Life Group on Jan. 27 

10:15—11:15am 
Group 

13 

Sunday, December 23rd 

Ingrid Olson and Levi 

Linngren shared their 

talents playing the prelude. 

Getting to 

Know Jesus 

Saturday,  

November 24th 
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FELC Choir Members 

Michelle Caneday, Organist 

Molly Moberg, Flute 
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Thank you for your generous purchase of a poinsettia to 
decorate our worship space throughout Christmas. 

     Given by          In Memory of or In Honor of 

Rose Anderson  In Memory of William & Agnes Mallery 

Eleanore Collins In Memory of Larry Collins 

Don & Verna Grover In Memory of Grandson ~ Daniel Gray 

Arne & Miriam Lagus In Memory of Loved Ones 

Craig & Janna Loen In Memory of Barb & Arden Loen 

Craig & Janna Loen In Honor of Families & Friends 

Marilyn Olson  In Memory of Loved Ones 

Mel Rau   Gifts to the Church 

Chieko Rogers  In Memory of Tim Rogers 

Don Mueller told of a 

time when he was 

serving in war and on 

Christmas night, all 

the soldiers would 

stop and sing Silent Night.  Don asked for 

prayers for those serving our country.   



6 

Come join us!  We will plan to 

meet in the library, unless we get 

too big for the room! 

6:30-8pm  on select Wednesdays: 

January 9, 16 & 30.  Bring food if 

you need some or want to share; 

wonderings, too!! 

We will continue to dig into the 

Gospel of John, continuing in the 

second chapter.  New joiners 

welcome at any time! 

(If we want to 

know more about 

God, we need to 

know more of 

God's word.)  

Friends!  No matter how old 

you are, or if you’re a 

member or not, if you’d like 

your own offering 

envelopes, just let Angie or 

PMK know, and we’ll make 

sure you get some!  

(Generosity becomes a 

habit that serves many!) 

Book study at the Lodge!  Participants are reviewing 

Be the Surprise: Experiments in Spontaneous Faith by 

Terry Esau.  If you’re interested in 

participating, please contact PMK or 

call the church office so we can make 

sure you know about schedule 

changes and get you a book!  
 

Meeting time at the Lodge will be 

10:30-11:30am on Wednesdays. 

January Dates: 9th, 16th, 23rd 

February Dates coming soon! 

Friends & neighbors are welcome! 
11 

A historic practice among Greek 

Orthodox Christians is the blessing of 

homes on or near Epiphany.  This 

year, Epiphany, January 6th, falls on a 

Sunday.  You are invited to join us to 

“chalk,” pray over or bless homes on 

Sunday, January 6th.  We will meet at 

FELC at 5pm and break into teams 

and we’ll be done no later than 8pm.  If you’re interested in 

having your home or apartment blessed, please contact 

PMK with your address by January 4th.  If you’re interested 

in being on one of the blessing teams, please sign up at 

FELC or contact PMK (612)532-7083 or email 

felcpastor.mk@gmail.com 

Feeling like you need a day 

to focus on your creative 

side? Join Julie Valez and 

Angie Linngren for a day of 

crafting on Saturday, January 

12th from 9am to 3pm at 

FELC!  Bring your crafting 

project of choice and a dish 

to share!!  If you have ques-

tions, talk to Julie or Angie! 

Lasagna Supper 

Saturday, January 19th 

Meal starts at 5:30pm 

 

Pastor Mary Kaye is hosting a lasagna 

supper to kick off the fundraising for the 

steeple and roof that needs to be replaced!   

Come share a 

delicious meal and 

join in some great 

conversation!  

Free will offering! 
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A very special thank you to all who generously donated to our Giving 

Tree this season.  There were thirteen families from the Taylors Falls 

Elementary in need this year and our congregation was able to provide 

a wonderful gift to these families!  We received donations from Wild 

Mountain and Super America in St. Croix 

Falls as well!!   

THANK YOU! 

A special thank you to the two lovely 

church members who helped organize The 

Giving Tree as well as communicating with 

Principal Jason Riebe from Taylors Falls 

Elementary.       

 River Valley Christian Women’s Connection invites women of all ages to  

 “Spuds with Buds”  
11:30 Luncheon  

Monday, January 21  
Reservations need by Tues, noon January 15 

Call Shirley, 715-755-2656 or text her, 715-338-1473 
$12—Pay at door 

Alliance Church of the Valley 
 1259 State Road 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 54024  

The location is different each month.  
 

Special Feature:  Bev Caspersen on making  
using Potato Bags for microwaving 

Music:  Michelle Lynch 
Speaker:  Jan Ostroot, “Peace in Any Circumstance”  

Reservations by noon, December 4 .  
Make this a BFF outing.  Potato Bar for lunch. Potatoes taste even better with a 

new or best friend.   Specific questions?  Call Diane 651-808-8579.  
River Valley Christian Women’s Connection – CWC Stonecroft  
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Raising Healthy Boys and 
Young Men: Ending Exploitation 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 
10:00am—12:00pm 

FREE! 

Lutheran Social Services 
1605 Eustis Street, St. Paul  

Join Cherish All Children in this 
community event to help raise 

boys and young men to be their 
best selves, ending the demand for 
sexual exploitation.  As people of 
faith, we have a critical role to 

play in supporting young people. 

If you are interested or have 
questions, please talk to Pastor 

Mary Kaye for more information. 

If you’d like to contact the event 
organizer, call or email Joy McElroy 

at 651-207-3357 or email 
info@cherishallchildren.org  

Chisago Lakes Area Lutheran Churches 

Present 

PRAY AND PLAY DAY 

MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2019 

9a.m.—3p.m. 
Registration starts at 8:30a.m. 

At Trinity Lutheran Church, Lindstrom 

Preschool (must be toilet trained) - Grade 5 

Registration Fee: $10/child or $30/family 

Want more information?  Check out our 

website: www.tflutheran.org 

Celebrate Chisago Lakes 

Winter Blast 

January 24th—27th 

Lots of events over the 3 day 

festival!   

Downtown Diva Night 
Puzzles, Pie & Potato Soup 

5K in Center City 
Sled Dog Races 

Kids Crafts & Games 
Story Time & More! 

For more information, check out 

Chisago Lakes Chamber website! 

mailto:info@cherishallchildren.org
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Christmas  

Decorating 

2018 
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Mission Statement 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 
Articles due the 10th of each month. 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.”  Psalm 90:1 

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 
intergenerational praying community, to learn 

God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships as 
we grow in God’s love and grace.  

 
 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

2018-2019 

Council/Officers: 
Don Hansen—President 

Wendy Szczepanski—Vice President 

Joe Landgreen—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

Duane Olson 

Craig Loen 

Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads


