
  

Continued on page two  

First 

Things 
The Newsletter of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
561 Chestnut Street | Taylors Falls, MN  55084-1110 

651-465-5265  www.tflutheran.org 

February 2024 

The season of Epiphany is quickly coming to an end. Lent is soon upon 
us, this will be one of our earlier Ash Wednesday’s with Easter landing 
still in March. We really haven’t talked much about the season of 
Epiphany as we’ve moved on into Mark’s Gospel in the narrative 
lectionary. Usually during the season of Epiphany is where we think 
about God being revealed to us in Jesus and how the Light of Christ not 
only shine on and in us, but how does Jesus shine through us. 

Often we say to ourselves, “But I’m no star, I don’t have anything much 
to say or I don’t know how to be a light to others. If anything I’m a 
candle just struggling to stay lit.” That may be true, but God amazingly 
uses both stars and candles to give light, to accomplish God’s revealing 
work and word to the world. 

One of my favorite stories comes from Mary Schramm’s book Gifts of 
Grace. She tells this story about how her mother shared a simple gift. 

     My mother lives in an apartment in 
Seattle. She shares a common laundry 
with 30 other tenants  One day, while 
doing her laundry, she noticed an elderly 
man across the room putting his coins in 
the dryer. He had obviously been crying. 
My mother when over to him and said, 
“I’ve seen you in the building, but I don’t 
know your name.” She introduced herself 
and then said, “I noticed you are crying. Is 
there anything I can do for you?” 
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     The man wiped his eyes with the back of his hand. 
“Thank you, but no,” he said. As more tears started to 
come he looked at her and added, “Yes, there is 
something but I don’t expect you’d want to do it. It is 
one year ago today that my wife died, and in all that 
time no one has put their arms around me and hugged 
me.” With that my mother, Norwegian as she is, 
wrapped her arms around the stranger and both 
began to cry as they rocked in each other’s arms. 

     When my mother told me the story, later, she did so 
with great embarrassment. “I don’t know what got 
into me,” she exclaimed. “What if someone had come 
into the laundry room and seen me with my arms 
around a stranger! But somehow it just seemed the 
right thing to do.” 

It was indeed the right thing to do. It is exactly the thing God does for 
us. More and more I am discovering that the two issues we face is an 
identity crisis and being truly free or liberated from all that binds us. 
Do you know who you are in God’s eyes? Can you hear God’s voice 
claiming you, just as God did to Jesus at his baptism, “You are my 
beloved, with you I am well pleased?” That in itself is liberating. But 
think of all the other things that we are bound to and that bind our 
world. What an opportunity we have to see and experience for 
ourselves the freeing message of God’s love for us in Christ and to 
use our simple gifts to make that good news known. That indeed is 
our mission, to proclaim the gospel and server our neighbors. May 
God grant us the wisdom and courage to do so! 

Pastor Dwight Rudquist 
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MONTHLY
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

02/03 Miriam Flysjo 
02/03 Gail Gustafson 
02/07 Edna Curry 
02/07 Wendy Parks 
02/12 Orval Curry 
02/21 Cheryl Moberg 
02/21 Shawn Valez 
02/24 Marilyn Tangen 
02/26 Michelle Lynch 
02/27 Cullen Luschen 
02/27 Irv Stolp 
02/28 Randy Valez 
 

Please contact the church office 
if there are any errors or 
omissions. Thank you.  

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please talk with Pr. 

Dwight or contact the office at 

651-465-5265. 

Welcome! 

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available 

Sunday afternoons on our website 

www.tflutheran.org and can also 

be found on our YouTube 

Channel: First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of TF - 2nd. 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet February 11, 

2024 at 10:30am. 
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A prayer shawl enables the 
recipient to be surrounded by 

prayer, and is a tangible reminder 
of God’s care and love, 

encouragement and inspiration. 

If you’d like to be part of this new 
ministry or have any questions, 
please talk with Becky Hulden.  

Bible Study: Sunday mornings 
following fellowship.  Grab a cup of 

coffee & join us for Bible Study.   

Church Choir 

Tuesday evenings at 6 - 7pm in the 
sanctuary!  No experience needed!  

We’d love for you to join us!!! 

What’s Happening in 
Our Church! 

Every Sunday: Worship at 9am  
followed by Fellowship at 10am.   

Crafting on Saturdays  
Saturday, February 10th 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
Bring your crafts, a snack to 

share & be ready for some great 
conversations !!  invite a friend! 

Quilting 

First & Third Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30am 

No experience needed!  

We welcome new quilters!!!  
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We will continue to collect 
throughout the year as this 
great organization still 
needs donations!!!   The box 
for donations is located in 
the Resource Room/Maple 
Syrup Room.   

Giving Envelopes 

are available at the 

church to pick up.  

They are located in 

the Maple Syrup/

Resource Room.  If you would 

like yours delivered or mailed to 

you, please let us know!   

We have large 

amount of Thrivent T

-Shirts up for grabs.  

Lots of Small, 

M e d i u m s  a n d 

Larges!!!!  Check them out in our 

Maple Syrup/Resource Room!  

They are newly organized for 

your “shopping” pleasure!!! 

From the bottom of our hearts, we at TFE want to express 
our deepest gratitude for your generous Christmas donation.  
Your kindness will make a truly meaningful difference in the 
lives of our families in need, and we couldn’t be more grateful 
for your support during this special time of year. 

Jason Riebe, Taylors Falls Elementary Principal 

Family Pathways is always 
appreciative of donations.  

Bring non-perishable items for 
the food shelf to the church!  
There is a bin in the Resource 

Room/Maple Syrup Room. 
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L E N T  
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

Supper, Soup & Dessert at 4:30pm 

Worship Service at 5:00PM  

February 21st  ~  February 28th   

  March 6th  ~  March 13th   

March 20th 

 

 

 WEDNESDAY 
ASH  

February 14th 

6:30pm Service 
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10pm Service 

Riley Linngren, Solo 

Join us on Wednesday 

evenings during Lent for a 

meal together!  Members 

who would like to host a 

meal, serving at 4:30pm 

before Lenten Worship, 

please sign up on the 

bulletin board.    

Meal: Soup, Bread & Dessert/Bars 

Serving 25-30 people.  

Family Pathways is prepping to assemble Easter Meal Boxes!  The goal 

is putting together 150 boxes. Each church in our Chisago Lakes area 

have been asked to contribute an item for the meal kits.  Our church 

has been asked to collect 150 cornbread mixes, muffin mixes or quick 

bread mixes.  They are also collect money to purchase hams.  Please 

bring in food items now through March 10th and place them in the 

Easter Food Drive bin near the usher stand!!!   

easter food drive 
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Member Church Discounts 

This discount applies if you are a member of one of Luther Point’s 75 

member congregations and your congregation contributed their full 

per-baptized member assessment in 2023. 

$55 Member Discount  |  $15 Early Bird, Register by April 1, 2024 

Summer 2024 

Welcome to Summer 2024  

“Overcoming Storms”   

It’s time to get excited for Summer 2024! 
Our theme this summer is “Overcoming 

Storms.”  There are many storms in the 
Bible, in our lives and all around us!  We will dive into these 

stories and see how our faith in Jesus can help us to overcome 
all of the storms in our lives!    Join us as we learn what it means 

to overcome storms through Bible study, crafts, games, and 
summer fun! 

 

“Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he 
brought them out of their distress. He stilled the storm to a 

whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed.” 

-Psalm 107: 28-29 
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We Need Help With: 

Afternoon Activities (Arts & 
Crafts, Swim Time, Boat Beach, 

Rec Room)  
Camp Connect, Kitchen Help, 

Camp Breakaway, Camp Nurses 

To ensure Luther Point Bible Camp 
continues to offer the very best 
programming possible we are 

seeking volunteers this summer to 
give of their time and talents 

around the camp! 

Opportunities to volunteer run from 
June 9 - August 2, 2024.  All 

volunteers who sign up for 5 shifts 
or more receive a free t-shirt.   

Free lodging is available for those 
who wish to volunteer multiple days 

in a row! 

summer 2024 

volunteers 

needed! 

Interested In Joining Us? 

More Info & to Sign Up Online: 

www.lutherpoint.org 

Call us at: 715-689-2347 

Email: info@LutherPoint.org 

        Looking forward to your help! 
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Friday, February 2nd at 7pm 
Movie: A Girl Walks Home 

Alone at Night 
 

Friday, February 16th at 7pm 
Movie: Atomic City 

Winter Film Club 
St Croix Falls Public Library 

Indoor Pickleball Courts 
1330 220th St, St Croix Falls 
Open 7 days a week, 7am - 9pm 
 

Chisago Lakes Wildcat Comm Ctr  
29330 Olinda Trl, Lindstrom 
Open: Varies.  

Pickleball is a racket or paddle sport in 
which two players or four players hit a 
perforated, hollow plastic ball with 
paddles over a 34-inch-high net until one 
side is unable to return the ball or 
commits a rule infraction. Pickleball is 
played indoors and outdoors.  

Taylors Falls Community Potluck 

Saturday, February 3rd at 5:30pm 

Bring a dish to the First Baptist Church of 
Taylors Falls to share!   
Everyone is welcome! 
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Knit & Crochet Group  
Mon. Feb. 12th 6-8pm, St Croix Public Library 
 

Come and stitch with us! Bring your project or start 
a new one. Don't know how to knit or crochet? We 
would be happy to teach new crafters! Bring some 
yarn (worsted weight cotton, wool or acrylic) and 
needles (size 6, 7 or 8, preferably wood) or a hook 
(size G, H or I) and a sense of adventure! 

INTERSTATE PARK CANDLELIGHT NIGHT 
Saturday, Feb. 10th  |  5:00pm - 8:00pm 

Hundreds of candles will light your path for a 
wonderful winter evening at Interstate Park. Trails 
will be marked! Snowshoes will be available to try 
for free. The hiking loop will be on the park 
roadway along the St. Croix River. Warming fires will be set up at both locations. 

Park stickers will be available for purchase at the park office. Pets are allowed 
on the snowshoe and hiking loops, but they must be kept on a leash at all times. 
Please remember to dress appropriately for the weather. Trail conditions will 
vary depending on snow conditions. This event may be canceled due to weather 
such as extreme cold. 
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Chisago Lakes Community Meal 

Monday Evenings | 4pm - 6pm 

Zion Lutheran Church in  
Chisago City 

HAPPY FAT TUESDAY 

February 13th  |  4pm - 6pm 

You are invited to a Pancake Supper 

Served with sausage & more. 

Live music and Mardi Gras crafts for 
kids.  Fun for the whole family! 

At Chisago Lake Lutheran in Center City.  
Hosted by MiChiLu 

What is MiChiLu - Middle Chisago Lake 
Lutheran Congregations?  The MiChiLu 
group is made up of 5 local congregations, 
Immanuel, First Lutheran, Trinity, Zion, and 

Chisago Lake Lutheran. The group was formed 
several years ago in an effort to collaborate in 

different events and activities in the community. 
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A FEW IDEAS FOR RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS DAY 

♥ Pay for the coffee or meal of the person in front of you in line. 
♥ Leave a kind note for someone, no explanation is needed. 

♥ Share words of encouragement. You never know who might 
need them. 

♥ Put your skills to work for someone in need. For example, 
offer to create a résumé for someone seeking a new job. 

♥ Drop off a load of groceries at the local food pantry. 
♥ Mail a "thinking of you" card to someone you've not to talk to 

in a while. 
♥ Bake cookies for a neighbor and hand deliver with a smile! 
♥ Send a thank-you note to the local fire department, police 

departments, or any military personnel. 
♥ Mail stickers to children in your life!  Happy Mail! 

♥ Tell someone that they are enough.  Sometimes people need 
to hear they are perfect just the way God created them! 

 

( Don’t start or stop on Feb. 17th - keep going!!! ) 
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Special Congregational Meeting Minutes 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
January 14, 2024  9:56 a.m. 

 

Notice of this meeting was directed by the Congregational Council to be held on 
today Sunday, January 14, 2024 following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. 

Email notice was sent to all members who receive email communications as was 
notice made in FELC’s January newsletter, with the specific motions announced 
the past two Sunday’s during worship. 

The purpose of this special meeting is to address the three motions.  

Since this is a Special Congregational Meeting, no other business may be 
transacted at this meeting. 

According to our constitution, to reach a quorum for today’s meeting we need at 
least 16 voting members of the congregation. Becky Hulden, Council President, 
declared that we have a quorum and called this Special Congregational Meeting 
of First Evangelical Lutheran Church to be in order. 

The first motion is to accept that we as a congregation choose to enter into the 
Season of Renewal Cohort offered through the St. Paul Area synod, with the 
$3,500 fee to be taken from the Lowell Nelson outreach fund (line item 3245). 

As this motion is brought by the congregational Council only a second is needed 
to bring it to the floor.  Wendy Szczepanski seconded the motion. 

Discussion- Due to a question from the congregation the Cohort was explained. 
The Season of Renewal Cohort is a year-long seminar designed to assist 
churches as they determine their vitality and what changes need to be made. The 
cohort consists of several congregations who are committed to making changes 
to ensure their vitality in the future. The year-long process consists of 4 in-
person group meetings with a consultant, 2 Zoom meetings and 18 individual 
meetings for the team and pastor to meet with the consultant. This process would 
help us figure out what our future will look like. It will help us complete the 
Ministry Site Profile, which is needed to call a pastor.  

The fee goes to pay for 18 sessions with the consultant and travel expenses. The 
Synod is probably covering most of the cost because consultants are expensive. 
The consultant, Mary Frances, is an independent consultant. 

It was agreed to conduct a show of hands for the vote. The motion passed with 
one abstention. 

The second motion considered is that the Church Council has approval to spend 
up to $6000 to be taken out of the undesignated memorial fund to purchase 
chairs and a chair rack for the fellowship hall. 

As this motion is brought by the congregational Council only a second is needed 
to bring it to the floor. Jerry Rhodes seconded the motion. 
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During the discussion there was concern about why we need more folding 
chairs since we have a rack of chairs that we don’t use very often. We 
currently have enough chairs for the tables we are using. 

The Property committee looked into refurbishing the chairs. It costs more to 
reupholster the old ones than to buy new ones.  

The chairs are deteriorating and should be replaced. Plastic chairs are more 
comfortable than they  used to be. Perhaps we could get chairs from a 
liquidation place or convention center.  

It was suggested to put this on hold until we have a better idea of what we 
want. The property committee has done due diligence and has information 
about many chairs.  

There is a motion and a second so we need to vote on whether to approve 
money for the chairs or not.  

The vote was taken by a show of hands. 18 voted yes, 0 voted no and one 
abstention. 

The third motion was to extend Pastor Dwight Rudquist's contract until May 
19, 2025.  This contract includes an extended vacation allotment from July 
22nd through August 25th (3 paid, 3 unpaid).  Also, this contract can be 
terminated by the congregation prior to the end date if an arrangement is 
made to call another pastor or Pastor Rudquist can terminate the contract if he 
notifies the congregation 60 days prior to his departure.  

As before, this motion is brought by the Congregational Council and so only a 
second is needed to bring it to the floor. Seconded by Angie Dahlstrom. 

Jerry Rhodes made a motion to have an amendment to the third motion to pay 
Pastor Rudquist for all six Sundays during his extended vacation. The motion 
was seconded by Don Hansen.  

A hand vote was taken to add the amendment to the third motion. 

The motion passed.  

A hand vote was taken on the third motion with the amendment to include 6 
paid Sundays.  

The amended motion passed unanimously.  

Motion to adjourn was made by Jerry Rhodes and Angie Dahlstrom seconded 
it. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Miriam Flysjo, Council Secretary 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Church Council of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

January 14, 2024, 10:40am 

Next meeting February 11  

Becky will meet remotely via zoom 

  

 “Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our neighbors.” 

Members Present: Rose Anderson, Miriam Flysjo, Craig Loen, Becky Hulden, 

Kathy Carlsted, Pastor Dwight Rudquist   Members Absent: none 

 

Pastor Dwight shared opening devotions. Rose volunteered to lead devotions in 

February. Becky and Pastor Dwight shared how God is present in their lives. 

Pastor’s Report-  

Pastor Dwight will let Justin know of our participation in the cohort. 

Pastor Dwight will make the agreed upon changes for his continuing contract so it 

can be signed and sent to the synod. 

Fat Tuesday is February 13. MiChiLu will sponsor a Pancake Supper at Chisago 

Lake Lutheran in Center City from 4:00-6:00. Craig will get Thrivent money. 

Rose will purchase the necessary food. We will donate maple syrup.  

Synod Toolkit is on February 24th at Faith Lutheran in Forest Lake. Craig and 

Becky will attend. Other members are also encouraged to attend. 

We need 2 voting members for the Conference Meeting and the Synod 

assembly  May 10-11. Pastor Dwight  will ask for volunteers to serve as voting 

members. 

The Ash Wednesday Service is February 14 at 7:00.  

The remainder of the Lent services will be at 5:00. Pastor will determine which 

service to use. A Soup Supper will be served at 4:30 prior to the Lent 

service.  Rose and Becky will organize the suppers. Angie will create a sign up 

sheet for volunteers. 

During Lent Choir practice will follow the Lenten services. 
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There is a seminar called Spiritual gifts at Zion in Chisago City on March 2. 

All three motions presented at the Special Congregational Meeting on January 

14 passed. The council will give preliminary approval of the minutes so they 

can be posted in the February newsletter. 

Pastor Dwight will follow up on chairs for the fellowship hall by asking for 

interested people to join the committee to review the findings and decide what 

to do about the fellowship hall chairs. 

Treasurer's report- Our income for December was $16,442.67 which is 

$5,931.67 over our monthly budget goal. It should be noted that this income 

came from 6 services, including Christmas Eve. The Christmas offering is 

added to the general fund 

Our primary checking is $8392.96, which is higher than December’s report. 

Our Special savings is $97.57, which is higher than December’s report. 

Property Committee 

Elevator - The  ceiling is rusty from a slow leak. A  pan will be put in place to 

catch dripping water, which will evaporate and not cause further damage. The 

ceiling needs to be painted. 

Bathrooms- The property committee is making good progress on the 

bathroom remodeling.  

South side regrading will be completed when the weather warms up.  

Chairs- Pastor Dwight will follow up on chairs for the fellowship hall by 

asking for interested people to join the property committee to review the 

findings and decide what to do about the fellowship hall chairs. Sample chairs 

will be available for review. 

The council approved the use of the Sanctuary for a Renewal of Vows 

ceremony in August. A donation to the church will be proposed in lieu of a 

fee. 

Members from the What’s Next Task force and Church Council will 

participate in the Season of Renewal Cohort which begins on March 7. The 

February 1 session is just for pastors. Additional members from the 

congregation can participate in the year-long process.  The congregation 

approved the expense to join the Season of Renewal Cohort at the Special 

Congregational Meeting. 
Continued on  next page 
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How are we living into our Mission Statement and How can we live into it 

better? 

On January 14, Deb Rhoads did the Mission Moment and told about the 

Backpack for kids program at the Chisago Lakes School district.  

On January 28, Kathy will tell about the mission of the quilt group. 

Future Events 

• Mi-Chi-Lu Pancake Supper on Fat Tuesday February 13 from 4:00-

6:00  at Chisago Lake Lutheran in Center City. Volunteers are needed 

• Ash Wednesday Service - February 14th at 7:00 

 

Miriam motioned to adjourn at 11:59. Craig seconded. 

 

Faithfully submitted, 

Miriam Flysjo, council secretary 

 

Council Minutes Continued 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

Mission Statement 

Proclaim the Gospel and Serve our Neighbors.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2023) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

2023-2024 

Council/Officers: 

Becky Hulden—President 

Kathy Carlsted—Vice President 

Craig Loen—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Kathy Carlsted 

Rose Anderson 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com
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