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God’s various gifts are
handed out everywhere;
but they all originate in
God’s Spirit. God’s
various ministries are
carried out everywhere;
but they all originate in
God’s Spirit. God’s
various expressions of
power are in action
everywhere; but God
Godself is behind it all.
Each person is given
something to do that
shows who God is:
Everyone gets in on it,
everyone benefits. All
kinds of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! All
these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one by the one
Spirit of God. God decides who gets what, and when. You can easily enough
see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body.
Your body has many parts—limbs, organs, cells—but no matter how many
parts you can name, you’re still one body. It’s exactly the same with Christ.
By means of God's one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and
piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call our own shots, but then
we entered into a large and integrated life in which God has the final say in
everything. Each of us is now a part of Christ's resurrection body, refreshed
and sustained at one fountain—God's Spirit—where we all come to drink. The
old labels we once used to identify ourselves—labels like Jew or Greek, slave
or free—are no longer useful.
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Dear brothers & sisters in Christ,
Pieces and parts - that's what one of my dear colleagues used to refer to a
conversation about various things we needed to think together about. It was an
acknowledgement that the parts all mattered. And we do, we all matter.
This article is about some pieces and parts of our life together that
matter. Some various things that bear conversation. Because you ALL matter but come at things from different angles - so it is my goal to help us know more
about some of our life together. So, here we go!
Because, as I'm writing, we're preparing for the funeral of another beloved
member, I want you to know that we maintain 2 ways of communicating with
people who want to know about funerals; one is our congregational "email
blast" list. We use this for more things than funerals, but when there is one, we
put the info out to maybe 150 people at the same time. This saves a ton of time
for other important things, but if you're not on that list, (you may get on it by
request, and providing your current email), or don't use email, we maintain a
list of folks who would like a phone call. Our goal is to communicate
community cares in ways you get what you want & need. You are welcome to
let us know if there's anything else we might do to accomplish that.
We maintain 2 prayer lists as a congregation: one is the list of people
whose names appear in our worship guide, and who are prayed for aloud in
worship each Sunday. The second is the prayer chain list, an email list of
people who promise to prayer for requests. You may request prayers in either
forum for yourself; if you want to add someone else to the list, you must have
their permission. (Clearly, you don't need anyone's permission to pray for
them, but this is to publicize their need - it is common courtesy & respectful to
honor their wishes.)
Communication is really important to any healthy community, so we try to
share as much, and in as many ways, as we can practically do. (If you have
other ideas on communication, especially if you're willing to help that happen,
we'd love to hear from you. Tell/call/text/email/write Pr. Mary Kaye or the
church office. Please.)

New Members Welcome!

OFFICE HOURS@FELC

SUNDAYWORSHIP

Adult

COUNCILMEETING

SARAHCIRCLE

QUILTERS

MONTHLYGIVING REPORT

Discipleship groups- these groups exist for 2 reasons: one is to seek
maximum involvement in our worship life and serving. The other is to build
relationships between different people in the congregation; our hope is that
everyone is receiving an invitation to talk & to serve as they're able about every
5 months. If you haven't received an invitation to coordinate a month, please
talk with PMK. For all of you who have served in this way, thank you! You
don't know how valuable this is!
"Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone
gets in on it, everyone benefits." If you haven't been asked to do what you
believe God is calling you to do and be, let us know how we can help. You are
a blessing in this community! We need each other.
Watching with you for all the signs of Who
God is in Jesus,
2

Pr. Mary Kaye
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CHOIRSCHEDULE

First
Lutheran
Youth

Mandatory Attendance Maple Syrup/Sap Season Meeting being
held at Peace Lutheran in Dresser, WI
Sunday February 24th @12pm
**We can meet at First Lutheran and carpool if needed**

CONNECT
INVITE
EQUIP

FLY Schedule

Youth AND Parents are asked/required to attend this important
informational meeting about the upcoming Sap Season! Last year we
began our adventure combining with another youth group from Peace
Lutheran Church in Dresser, WI. It turned out to be a huge blessing! Our
youth group has gotten smaller and by combining with Peace we had the
MUCH NEEDED help collecting sap when it starts to run March 15th-April
15th (approx) This meeting explains the sap collection process; what you
need to know to dress for being outside, the IMPORTANCE of your
PARTICIPATION which directly helps support all of our youth ministry
activities. Being an active participant in the sap collection process is
greatly needed in order to have the wonderful maple syrup to sell year
round. The sap season is SHORT! Usually only a 4 week commitment; and
you are notified on the days you are needed to collect ~ when the sap is
running! Other IMPORTANT DAYS WHEN HELP IS NEEDED: Mid March ~
Tapping the trees and hanging buckets and placing lids; End of the
season: Collecting buckets and lids and attending the Great Bucket
Brigade Cleaning Day.
The meeting will be an hour at the most. Please plan to attend....youth
and parents. Thank you!
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Sunday Confirmation Classes
February 17th
10:15am –11:30am
February 24th
10:15am—11:00am
Life Group for HS and College Age young
adults will run Sundays
February 10th & 17th
10:15—11:15am

Life
Group

No Life Group: Feb 3rd & 24th

2019 Schedule through June is
available. If you have not
received a copy, please call the
church office and we will mail
one to you! It is also posted on
the church website!

Thank you to all who participated in the Global Barnyard! Our
church congregation and youth raised a total of $498.30!! The items
that were purchased were: pigs, chicks, honeybees, pairs of goats,
water filters, farming tools, school supplies for a child, one weeks
food for a refugee family ,
blankets, vaccinations for a
child, clinic visit for a child,
bibles, stocking a backpack
with food, and feeding 10 at a
soup kitchen! What a blessing
to these families and
individuals who are in need!
Thank you again for collecting
coins, donating and purchasing
items for the Global Barnyard!
We look forward to doing this
again in late Fall 2019!
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Our Thanksgiving donation to Family Pathways this
year was a total of $360. This helps improve health and
well-being across our region, helping over 18,000
people (almost half of them being children), providing
shelter to those escaping abuse, and supports older
neighbors as they strive to age in the community they
have lived so long in.
Please visit FamilyPathways.org to learn more about
our programs, including:
Hunger Relief
Aging Services
Refuge Network
Youth Program
and how to get involved!
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Taylors Falls Elementary
Educational Staff Appreciation Luncheon

FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS

Friday, Feb. 8th
10:45am to 12:15pm
First Baptist Church in Taylors Falls
If you are interested in volunteering or bring food, please sign up
at the church or call the church office!

Gordy Fick
Jordan Burnett
Miriam Flysjo
Gail Gustafson
Dena Johnson
Michelle Lamb
Edna Curry
Joshua Erdman
Wendy Parks
Ian Anderson
Orval Curry
Scott Hansen
Paul Prokosch
Jessica Vitalis
Cheryl Moberg
Shawn Valez
Jacob Vodenka-Reed
Kayla Donahue
Mary Kaye Ashley
Leo Nelson
Marilyn Tangen
Michelle Lynch
Cullen Luschen
Irvin Stolp
Randy Valez

02/01
02/03
02/03
02/03
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/07
02/07
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/14
02/16
02/21
02/21
02/21
02/23
02/24
02/24
02/24
02/26
02/26
02/27
02/28

Please contact the church office if
there are any errors or omissions.
Thank you.

* Help with set up, serving, & clean up is needed.
* Food items FELC is asked to bring: 4 pans of fruit bars—
2 pans of blueberry and 2 pans of cherry.

Book
study
at
the
Lodge!
Participants
are
reviewing Be the Surprise:
Experiments
in
Spontaneous
Faith by Terry Esau. If you’re
interested
in
participating,
please contact PMK or call the
church office so we can make
sure you know about schedule
changes and get you a book!

Come join us! We will plan to
meet in the library, unless we get
too big for the room!

Meeting time at the Lodge will
be 10:3011:30am on

We will continue to dig into the
Gospel of John.
New joiners
welcome at any time!

Wednesdays.
February Dates:
6th, 13th, 20th
March Dates: 6th
We will take a
break for Lent
Services and
meet again after
Easter. Stay tuned for upcoming
dates! Friends & neighbors are
welcome!
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6:30-8pm on select Wednesdays:
February 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th.
Bring food if you need some or
want to share; wonderings, too!!

(If we want to
know
more
about God, we
need to know
more of God's
word.)

Experimental
Generosity
Friday, February 15th
at 6:30pm
Pastor Mary Kaye will be
hosting a series of
conversations about once a
month on a variety of
topics. You are welcome to
join us! Because some of
them will be aided by
having teaching materials,
please sign up!
Bring a snack if you’d like!

4 people had a great conversation about
funeral planning on Saturday, 1/12. If you'd
like to talk about this, be in touch with PMK
to set up a time to do so. If you'd just like
the "worksheets" we used, PMK or Angie
can send or print for you.
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16th Annual Father Daughter Ball

Fabulous Fifties
Ticket Prices: 13+ yrs (+Fathers)……$15
2-12 yrs…….$10 * Up to 2 yrs…….Free
Tickets must be purchased by January 30th

Steeple
Fundraising

Faith Lutheran Church, 886 N Shore Dr, Forest Lake,
MN For more info: 651-464-3323

Each square foot is $30.

February 2, 2019 ~ 5:00—9:00pm

We really appreciate all
donations towards replacing

Children’s Crazy Sock & Hat Fun Day
Date: Saturday, February 23rd
Time: 3pm to 5pm
Preschool thru Elementary School
Parental Supervision is Necessary!
Fee: $3.00/Child Parents are Free!
Place: River City Dance, 280 Andrews Ave, Center City
Want more information, call the church office & talk with Angie!

Looking for a fun date night?
Or a girls night out?

Taylors Falls
Community Winter
Potluck Supper

Country Line &
Ballroom Dance Classes
Saturday, February 16th
Instructor: Victor Albecht

Saturday, Feb. 16th
6:00pm at the
First Baptist Church in
Taylors Falls

River City Dance, 280 Andrews Ave,
Center City

Country Line Dance
6—7pm - $10/person
Ballroom Class (Couples)
7—8pm - $20/couple

All Taylors Falls area residents are
invited to attend.
Please bring a dish to share and enjoy
a bounty of good eats.

No experience needed—
beginner level classes! Register
by Feb. 14th is required!

Sponsored by the Taylors Falls Crime Watch Group
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Want more info? Call Angie at
the church office!!

our steeple.

Grandpa VS Grandson
Chili Cook Off
Steeple & Roof Fundraiser
Saturday, February 23rd
5:00pm to 6:30pm
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
561 Chestnut St, Taylors Falls, MN

Who has the best chili?
You decide! Come eat and vote for the
winning chili!
Chili, Corn Bread, & Sides along with
assorted cookies & bars for dessert!

FREE WILL OFFERING!
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Meeting Agenda
Church Council of First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
December 9th, 10:45am to 11:45am

F. Property Report – They came last month to do the work. Joe hasn’t seen the bill.
Loop not underground. Figured there was air in the system and Don added water.
Joe is going to look at new handle for back door. It needs to be a fire safe/push bar.
We may have to get a new door.
G. Treasury report Duane made a motion to approve and Rose seconded approval
of financial report.
H. New business There was no new business to discuss

“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word,
and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.”
Members Present: Duane Olson, Pastor Mary Kaye, Don Hansen, Wendy
Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Joe Landgreen, Craig Loen, Miriam Flysjo Members
Absent: none.
A.

Opening Devotions- Miriam Next month PMK

B.

Sharing story- Miriam

C. Pastor Report-PMK- In the New Year PMK would like to do a series of meals
as fundraisers for fixing the steeple. Starting possibly Jan 19 at 5:30. Thrivent
members are asked to put in for a Thrivent card to use as seed money for the dinners.
One card should be enough money for all the fundraiser dinners.

I. Motion by Wendy seconded by PMK to Adjourn
Directory- Lifetouch has offered to make a church directory. If we have 15
family/individuals take their picture we get a free directory. It is half size. It will
just have portraits, names and addresses. Will have the ability to add members at
a later date. Picture taking will be scheduled Dec 18 and 19 from 2:00-8:50. Will
have sign up online and in the office. The council supports this endeavor.
Next meeting January. Jan 13.
Lodge worship Jan 20 at 2:00. Craig and Wendy volunteered to assist with worship
on 1/20. The next worship service at the lodge is April 28

She would also like to do a dinner/potluck that focuses on different topics like funeral
planning,, stewardship, prayer. An additional goal is for PMK to make connections
with people and the members to connect with other members. It is intended to
maximize the pastor’s time.
The council is working on reinstating Michelle’s hours from the Youth ministry
monies and looking towards restoring Michelle to the number of hours (.5) in youth
ministry she was at before July 1, 2018. in the budget. We will look at budget
changes at the next meeting. The council will also look at reinstating Pastor Mary
Kaye’s hours over the next few years, and also looking at other staffer’s wages as
well, (only PMK & Michelle’s hours were reduced.)
D.
President’s Report- Don-- Steeple project. Not much money has been given
towards the steeple project. Don will ask Angie to make up an informational flier to
say what the bid is and give specific details about the project like the different
materials and cost. The council discussed a variety of ways to ask for money.
Possibly have a meeting with food to explain what is needed. Asking marketing
people in the congregation to help determine how to raise the money.. Make a visual
that will show how much money has been raised. Have a way for people to be
sponsors of a portion of the steeple. Possibly set up an online go fund me for steeple.
The council decided to continue the discussion next month.
E. Life Touch pictures Some people are signed up for pictures. There is still
room to sign up.
12
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Meeting Agenda
Church Council of First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 13, 2019 10:30am to 12:30pm
“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word,
and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.”

St. Paul area synod assembly May 17-18 will get to send pastor, 1 youth and 1 young
adult and 2 other adults. Don plans to attend.
Feb 24 at noon is the syrup commitment meeting at Peace Lutheran.
MiChiLu has been having meetings with the pastors and some members of the
congregations. The churches are working to let other congregations know when they
have events planned so other congregations can attend. Next event tentatively Mardi
Gras before Lent. Next meeting 1/15 at Zion Lutheran in Chisago City-lunch
provided. Anyone who want to know anything about the collaboration is welcome to
call PMK, or request minutes of any or all meetings.

Members Present: Duane Olson, Pastor Mary Kaye, Don Hansen, Wendy
Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Joe Landgreen, Craig Loen, Miriam Flysjo
Members Absent: none.

Racial justice workshop- Feb 17 from 3-6 workshop at Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran
Church in St. Paul. $10

A. Opening Devotions- Don
B. Sharing story- Wendy and Rose

D. President’s Report- Don -- First Lutheran youth have partnered with Peace
Lutheran in the syrup program. Peace Lutheran has sold $15,000 in syrup. They fund
mission trips to Jamaica and Youth in Texas.

C. Pastor Report- PMK - Two deaths in the last few weeks. PMK led worship at
Parmly between Christmas and New Years. She continues to commune to people at
home.

First Lutheran sold $12,200 in syrup since July. 75% goes into missions. 25% goes
for expenses. The profits are split between the two churches. Working together is
keeping the program going.

The 4 people present at the Conversation on funeral planning participated in a good
conversation. Next conversation event is February 15 at 6:30. The topic is “Let’s Talk
-Experimental Generosity”. PMK will vary the days and times of the events so more
people can come. PMK is planning dinner events as fundraisers for the steeple. The
first event will be a lasagna dinner Saturday, 1/19 at 5:30pm. She got a Thrivent grant
to cover some expenses for food. Other dinners are planned. She will make some
events during the daylight hours.

Angie is working on making a physical model of the steeple to use as the fund raiser.
The steeple is 1200 square feet. Angie figured the cost per shingle is $30. This helps
people realize that even small amounts will help. PMK had the idea of small banks
shaped like steeples that can be put on the tables in people’s homes and other places.

Summer Stretch is a Ministry for middle schoolers (going into 6-9 grade) who are
interested. It will be the week of June 10-14 so it won’t interfere with Together with
Friends. Summer Stretch is an opportunity for the youth to experience different kinds
of serving like packing meals, weeding, helping with younger kids. Many churches
have done this ministry over the last 30 years to help the middle schoolers grow in
their faith. The program is tailored to the individual churches. At least 1 or 2 adults
are needed every day to help the program and transport the kids to the service places
and recreation. High schoolers are encouraged to apply to be leaders. There is a
charge but they can use their New Creations funds to pay for part of it. It is not
required that individuals attend all week. Fees cover lunch and recreation fees.
Other meetings
Luther Point for annual meeting. First Lutheran is a voting member. Don and Joe
volunteered to be our representatives. Feb 10 at 2:00. Delegates vote on camp board
and give ideas about camp ministry.
St. Paul Synod Conference assembly and Tool kit meeting-Feb 23- 9:00-3:00. Rose,
Wendy and PMK plan to attend. Two more adult members + 2 youth and 2 young
adults are welcome.
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E. Treasurer Report. Joe –
After Christmas we are still 5% below our budget. There was not a big bump in
giving at the end of the year.. All our bills are paid.
Light Shine funds- Joe made motion to move $565.71 from Light Shine line 3020 to
choir funds line 3050. Rose seconded the motion. Motion carried
Don will write in the Council corner about what our financial goals are so the
congregation is aware of what expenses need to be in the next budget.
Motion to approve Treasurer’s report PMK seconded by Craig
F. Other New business
Craig asked about decorating for his daughter’s wedding. Someone from church
needs to be there to help with hanging the decorations.
G. Motion by Miriam seconded by to Adjourn Rose
Next meeting February 10 at 10:30am

11

Church Office
651-465-5265
www.tflutheran.org

2018-2019
Council/Officers:
Don Hansen—President
Wendy Szczepanski—Vice President
Joe Landgreen—Treasurer
Miriam Flysjo —Secretary
Rose Anderson
Duane Olson
Craig Loen
Pastor Mary Kaye Ashley
Financial Secretary
Jerry Rhoads

Did you know February 17th is
Random Act of Kindness Day?
Here’s some ideas!!!
♥ Make someone laugh
♥ Send a card that shows a friend how
much you care about them
♥ Donate pre-loved clothes to a charity
♥ Hold the door open for someone else
♥ Read a book to a sibling or pet
♥ Bake cookies for firefighters
♥ Make a birdfeeder (pine cone with
peanut butter and seeds)
♥ Shovel snow for a neighbor
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“Love and kindness are
never wasted. They
always make a difference.
They bless the one who
receives them, and they
bless you, the giver.”
~Barbara De Angelis

Mission Statement

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an
intergenerational praying community, to learn
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships as
we grow in God’s love and grace.
(Mission Statement approved 2017)

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.” Psalm 90:1
Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org
Articles due the 10th of each month.
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