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Continued on page two  

Back in 2014, the Capital Christmas Tree for that year was harvested 
from the Chippewa National Forest. That area starts just outside 
Deer River, MN where I was living at the time. But did you know 
that there were actually two trees cut and shipped to Washington 
DC? The main one, which would stand as the Capital tree, was put 
on display on the back of a special flatbed semi-trailer and paraded 
around our town and throughout the state. The other one that was cut 
down was to serve as extra parts. When the first tree was put into 
place, designers filled in branches from the other tree to make it 
“perfect.” 

When I was in junior high my sister decided we needed to purchase 
a flocked tree. Remember those? Of course I was a key player in 
maneuvering this monstrous ball of white fluff up our narrow stairs 
and into the living room. After unwrapping it from the plastic 
covering I noticed strings all over the inside of the tree. Of course, I 
started clipping them soon to realize that they held extra branches in 
place to again, make the tree “perfect.” 

First 

Things 
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I wonder if this kind of thinking that everything always needs to be 
“perfect” maybe hasn’t served us so well. You know as do I that life isn’t 
always “perfect.” Boy have we experienced a lot of not so “perfect” days 
recently, don’t you think? 

But that’s part of why I love Christmas so much. God, in the form of a 
snot nosed, diaper filling, crying baby, enters our broken lives and our 
troubled world to make it right – not perfect, but right. The angel in 
Luke’s Gospel says it well; “Do not be afraid; for behold – I bring you 
good news of great joy for all the people: for to you is born this day in 
the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” May we find peace 
and comfort in knowing that God doesn’t need us to be “perfect” before 
entering into our lives, before coming to save us. 

My wish for you this Christmas is to experience a full measure of God’s 
peace, of God’s love, with an extra helping of hope and joy to sustain 
you through the challenges we are facing. May God fill you with light 
and life as we move through this darkness into the wonder of Christ’s 
coming to us anew! 

 
 

Pastor Dwight Rudquist 

Continued from cover page 
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SUNDAYWORSHIP  

New Members  Welcome! 

OFFICE HOURS@FELC  

COUNCILMEETING 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

James Goranson 12/01 
Mary Anne Mattson 12/03 
Caren Carlson  12/04 
Makayla Langer  12/05 
Dalton Langer  12/05 
Whitney Loen  12/06 
Isaac Moberg  12/12 
Todd Hall  12/13 
Jerry Rhoads  12/19 
Geri Swenson  12/19 
Rachael Lamb  12/20 
Carol Nelson  12/21 
Susan Berthiaume 12/22 
Olivia Smith  12/23 
Melissa Johnson 12/27 
Luke Valez  12/29 
Suntina Hackmann 12/31 
  

Please contact the church office if 
there are any errors or omissions. 
Thank you.  

MONTHLY
 

LIBRARYHOURS  

QUILTERS & SARAHCIRCLE 
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December 6th: Advent 
Final week to donate to ELCA World Hunger.  Please have all donations in by 

Sunday, December 6th. 

 A $20 donation will send the gift of bees, providing honey to eat, and 
beeswax for handcrafted soaps and candles, allowing a farmer to start a 
small business selling their products.  As an added bonus, these little bees 
boost crop growth on the farm by pollinating plants everywhere they go. 

 A $50 donation will send the gift of a goat, providing fresh milk for children 
and their families.  What’s more, goats are quick to reproduce, providing an 
opportunity for families to pass the gift on to others.  

December 13th: Advent 
11:00am - 11:15am Outdoor Christmas Pageant at FELC southwest parking lot 

(or drive-by pageant) 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD:   

Between Dec 16 and Dec 24, the nine-day posada is celebrated in Spanish-
speaking regions.  In this tradition, the Bible story of Mary and Joseph’s 
journey to Bethlehem and their search for a place to stay is reenacted.   

Posada means “inn” in Spanish.  

December 20th: Advent & Library Day 
Christmas Book Recording: Annika’s Secret Wish.  Check out the December 
Books of the Month & Swedish Monthly 

Word 

December 24th:  
Christmas Eve 

December 25th:  
Christmas Day 

The 12 Days of Christmas Begin 

December 27th:  
The 12 Days of Christmas continue. 

 

 

English:  happy 
Christmas 

Swedish:  god Jul  

 

Swedish Word 

of the Month 

Intergenerational  

Faith Formation 
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December Books of the Month 
 

Annika’s Secret Wish, by Beverly Lewis 

In turn-of the-century Sweden, finding the 

almond hidden in the rice pudding is the 

Christmas Eve highlight for many children, 

since it means a chance to wish.  Annika 

wonders aloud, "If ever I had the almond in my 

pudding...what would be my wish?" 

Watch Joy Buchholtz read this book on our 
YouTube page later this month! 

Saint Ben, by John Fischer 

Ben Beamering, the 
youngest son of the new 

pastor, stirs up problems with 
his outspoken honesty. 

White Christmas Pie, by 
Wanda Brunstetter 

Step into Amish country 
for this bittersweet holiday 
love story. 

Two from Galilee:  
The Story of Mary  

and Joseph,  
by Marjorie Holmes 

This is the story of two 
real people chosen by 

God to provide an 
earthly home for His 
Son.  Here are Mary 

and Joseph - a teenage 
girl and a young 

carpenter - alone, frightened, in love, face 
with conflict, and an awesome 

responsibility. 

Christmas Stories for the 
Heart, by Alice Gray 

Large Print 
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Outdoor Children’s  
Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 13th 
11:00-11:15 AM 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Taylors Falls at the 
southwest parking lot, between the education wing and the west 
woods. (Please note that this is subject to change locations - still 

at our church) 

On the day of the pageant: 

1)  Please dress warmly, bring a chair and a mask to church.  
Children, wear your costume on top of your warm outdoor 
clothes. 

2) Upon arrival at church, sign in at the registration 
table.  Children, please sit with your family pod, facing the stage 
(the west woods), until it is time for your part.  Youth, please take 
a place at the microphones near the west exterior of the 
education wing. 

3)   Following the pageant, please return your costume to the 
collection box near the west exterior education wing entrance 
door. 

4)   Stop by the hot cocoa/cider table for a warm drink & cookies.  
Free will offering will be collected with all proceeds going 
towards the ELCA Good Gifts (goats & bees). 
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Confirmation Class 

Grades 6 - 8 

December Schedule 

Wed, December 2nd at 5pm 

Wed, December 16th at 5pm 

Both classes will be via Zoom.  The 

invite link will be send by email. 

If you’d like more information on 
attending confirmation classes, 

please call the church office! 

Calling all young adults!!!  We’d 
love to hear from you - share 
with us what you are up to!  
Have you gotten married?  
Started a family?  Are you in 
college?  What things are you 
doing in your life ~ we’d love to 
hear from you and see pictures!  
Please email, mail or call us with 
anything you’d like to share! 

LightShine CD’s 

These would make a great 

Christmas present for that 

special someone!  Visit the 

church during open office hours 

to purchase one for $5.00! 

Thank you to each person who has 
come in to read scriptures, sing for 
worship, provide special music and 
read books!  We appreciate your 
time and talents! 

We would love to have your join us 
for an online worship service!  Do 
you like to sing?  Read Scriptures?  
Do you play an instrument?  If you 
are interested in being part of a 
worship service, call Angie in the 
church office!  
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Hi FELC Family, 

My friend and I are putting together 
backpacks for foster kids.  We are 
looking for donations and hoping to 
get some of the following: 

 Gifts cards to Walmart 

 Blankets & Stuffed Animals 

 Personal Hygiene Items 
(toothbrush/paste), deodorant, 
hair & body care, etc 

 Socks, Underwear, Outfits 

 Books 

Thank you so much! 

Carli Linngren 

You can text/call my Mom, Angie, at 763-
222-3033 with questions! 

 

It’s early to think about, but getting ahead of the game, we will begin 

to collect for the Giving Tree that supports families in need from the 

Taylors Falls community.  Each year, our generous congregation 

purchases gifts cards for families who struggle at Christmas.  These 

families are blessed with gifts cards towards gas, food and presents.  

If you’d like to donate toward this wonderful cause, you can mail your 

donation to the church, marking “Giving Tree” on the envelope or 

simply place a note inside or drop the donation off at the church 

during open office hours. 

 First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 Attn: Giving Tree 

 561 Chestnut Street 

 Taylors Falls, MN 55084 

Thank you for opening your heart this upcoming 

Christmas season and blessings others! 

Julie Valez is looking to help 
others while providing an 
income for her family.  Give 
Julie a call if you need help 
with: 

 Shopping 

 Cleaning 

 Running Errands 

 Companionship 

Phone: 651-465-3159. 
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Thank you for cards, phone calls 

and emails for your concerns and 

support following my leg injury 

and surgery.  All is appreciated. 

      Marilyn Olson 

I want to extend my greatest appreciation to everyone 
for helping make this challenging year great.  All the 
emails, phone calls and notes of gratitude for the 
online worship have meant a lot to Pr. Dwight, Toni & 
myself!  I appreciate every person who has been able 
to come in, give their time to read, sing or help in any 
way.  Thank you to everyone who continues to send 
positive thoughts, send in their offerings, continues to 
watch our online worship, and holds us in their 
prayers!  Wishing you a very blessed holiday 

season!  Stay well! 

   Love, Angie 
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Advent Readings 

We do have an Advent Devotional  available 

from Almelund Immanuel Lutheran.  If you 

are interested, please call Angie in the church 

office to have one mailed to you! 

 

Sunday, November 29 John 1: 1-4 

Monday, November 30 John 1:14 

Tuesday, December 1 Genesis 12:1-3 

Wednesday, December 2 Luke 3:4-6 

Thursday, December 3 Isaiah 7: 14 

Friday, December 4 Isaiah 9:2 & 6 

Saturday, December 5 Isaiah 11:1-4 

Sunday, December 6 Isaiah 40:3-5 

Monday, December 7 Isaiah 40:11 

Tuesday, December 8 Isaiah 49:13 

Wednesday, December 9 Isaiah 52:7 

Thursday, December 10 Isaiah 60:1 

Friday, December 11 Isaiah 61:1-2 

Saturday, December 12 Luke 1: 26-29 

Sunday, December 13 Psalm 100: 1-5 

Monday, December 14 Luke 1:30-33 

Tuesday, December 15 Luke 1:37-38 

Wednesday, December 16 Luke 1:46-48 
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Thursday, December 17 Matthew 1:18 

Friday, December 18 Matthew 1:20-21 

Saturday, December 19 Matthew 1: 23 

Sunday, December 20 Luke 2:4-7 

Monday, December 21 Luke 2:9-10a 

Tuesday, December 22 Luke 2:10b 

Wednesday, December 23 Luke 2:11 

Thursday, December 24 Luke 2:13-14 

Friday, December 25 John 3:16-17 

Saturday, December 26 Luke 2:15-16 

Sunday, December 27 Luke 2:19 

Monday, December 28 Luke 2:40 

Tuesday, December 29 Matthew 2:9-10 

Wednesday, December 30 Matthew 2:11 

Thursday, December 31 Matthew 2:13-15 

Friday, January 1 John 10:10 

Saturday, January 2 John 10:11 

Sunday, January 3 John 11:25-27 

Monday, January 4 John 14: 27 

Tuesday, January 5 John 15: 5 

Wednesday, January 6 John 8: 12 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

November 14, 3:00-4:50pm via Zoom  

Next meeting: December 12 

 

 

 “To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s 
Word, and building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.” 

Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Anderson, Mir iam Flysjo, 
Craig Loen, Becky Hulden, Pastor Dwight Rudquist       

Members Absent : none 

A. Opening Devotions - Becky.  Next time Rose 

B. Sharing Story - Rose, Becky 

C. Pastor’s Report- Pastor Dwight 

Pastor Dwight has enjoyed meeting with the confirmation class via Zoom. 
He is looking forward to the next conversation with Trinity about shared 
ministry. Our service will be online for a while because of the surge in 
covid and the cold weather. Pastor Dwight had hoped to open up the 
church on Wednesdays for a time for people to be able to pray in the 
sanctuary. Because the  pandemic has gotten so much worse the council 
decided this was not a good time to allow people in the building. Perhaps 
Pastor Dwight could offer a prayer time that could be recorded and put 
online. In addition, Pastor Dwight is looking at a devotional for Advent.  

It is disturbing that many of our older congregants aren’t able to partake 
in worship because they don’t have computer access. Angie has put the 
service on DVD but no one has requested them. We have an active group 
who make weekly calls to members.  

D. Treasurer’s Report – Becky 

Income for October suffered due to fewer outdoor services. Our giving for 
October was $3300 less than our budget. So far November is about where 
it needs to be half way through and there are 5 Sundays in November, so 
maybe we can make up for October with November giving. Now 
that we are back to a regular online worship service,  hopefully 
members will mail their offering to church.  

Our PPP loan of $15500 was moved to checking. There is $1000 in the 
Samaritan fund. $56,000 in the steeple repair fund. Becky asked Janelle to 
check on the $9000 that appears to be in two accounts (Misc. 
Savings and Undesignated Memorial fund - Klinke) 
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Motion Craig motioned/Rose seconded that we take the money out of 
the steeple repair fund and an additional $6567.51 from our checking 
account to pay the Central Roofing bill. In addition, any more money that 
is received and designated  for the steeple repair fund, will be deposited 
into our checking account to pay back the $6567.51 used to pay off the 
remainder of the bill. If more than $6567.51 is received those funds will go 
into the property projects fund. Motion carried.  

Wendy contacted Matt Silvers at the Chisago County Press about an article 
about the steeple repair and was asked to send photos. Angie has been 
taking pictures and sending them to him. Wendy will call Matt to see what 
else we need to do to get the article in the County Press.  

Wendy will have Angie send out an update to MiChiLu and thank you for 
their prayers and support.  

PPP funds were transferred to our checking account. The final step is for 
Janelle to send out loan forgiveness paperwork.  

Becky did not apply for the Chisago county grant for non profits.  

E. Discussion of mapping worksheet 

We discussed the Assets Mapping sheet for the Shared Ministry with 
Trinity.  Pastor Dwight will compile our answers and send them out to the 
council before our Thursday Zoom meeting. 

F. Transition - Shared Ministry with Trinity Lutheran, Lindstrom  

The council will meet with Trinity members on Thursday evening via 
Zoom. We will eventually have a task force composed of other members of 
the congregation to discuss shared ministry but for now it will just be 
council members.  

What will be the biggest stumbling block for our congregation?  

1) Letting Pastor Dwight go. People are very happy with Pastor Dwight 
and don’t want to change. We need to realize that if we share a pastor 
with another congregation the pastor could have a full time job and 
might be willing to make a long term commitment. There is no 
guarantee the synod would let us continue with our present temporary 
relationship and if they did we could potentially be looking for 
another pastor in a couple of years and we have no guarantee another 
church close to us would be looking to share a pastor in a couple of 
years.  

2) Finances- can we afford a pastor? … we had to let pastors go because 
we could not afford a full time pastor and then couldn’t afford a .4 
pastor. 

3) Fear of losing our identity by joining Trinity for shared ministry. We 
don’t want to become Trinity East.  

Continued on next page. 
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Council Minutes Continued. 

There are some discussions we need to have at First: 

Trinity is farther along the path of looking for a pastor. Perhaps we need 
to slow the process down. We don’t want to make any changes during 
Covid.  

What does it say about us that we have not had a long term pastor since 
Pastor Steve? Why have people left?  Why haven’t we had a good fit? 
What kind of questions do we need to ask to make sure we find the right 
pastor? 

Becky wants to put together a history sheet about how many pastors we 
have had and how long they have stayed. Maybe part of the problem is we 
forget we need to be prayerful supporters of the pastor. 

How is the congregation set up so it doesn’t matter who the pastor is? 
Being a smaller church a lot of responsibility falls on the pastor. The 
pastor becomes the focal point. Bigger congregations have committees in 
addition to the pastor. How do we determine what things we can do with 
the help of the pastor? When we cooperate we get more services for each 
congregation like the youth program. Pastor Terry at Trinity sees it as a 
way to share ministry with greater cooperation to benefit both 
congregations.  

G. Resume Zoom coffee hours? 

We would like to resume the Zoom coffee hour just to be able to visit 
with people. At a later date the Zoom coffee hour could be used to talk 
about how the congregation views shared ministry.  

H.  Motion to adjourn Craig, second Rose 
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Church Office 
651-465-5265 
www.tflutheran.org 

2020-2021 

Council/Officers: 

Wendy Szczepanski—President 

Craig Loen—Vice President 

Becky Hulden—Treasurer 

Miriam Flysjo —Secretary 

Rose Anderson 

 

Financial Secretary 

Jerry Rhoads

Mission Statement 
The mission of FELC is to worship God as an 

intergenerational praying community, to learn 
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships 

as we grow in God’s love and grace.  
 

 (Mission Statement approved 2017) 

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org 

Articles due the 10th of each month. 

mailto:pastorrudquist@gmail.com

