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First of all, thank you for the warm welcome we have received from all of you.
Lisa and I are looking forward to getting to know you, worshiping with you, and
working with you to discern where God is leading you. Blessings and peace be
yours throughout not only this holiday season, but on into the New Year as
evaluations and planning takes place and as decisions are made.
As you heard me say last Sunday, our first grandchild was born recently. We
woke up the morning we were to fly out to Portland, OR, near where our daughter
and son-in-law live, and received a text that she had been having contractions for
the past few hours. By the time we landed the text now read, “You’re on your
own, we’re headed to the hospital.” We arrived there not long after they had
arrived at the delivery unit and after a few long hugs, the waiting began. After
about 15 more hours of labor and a lot of prayers, our little Olivia was born. It
was difficult to fly back after a week of cuddling, cooking, and cleaning.
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Every time I fly I’m amazed at how that massive plane, not to mention the
weight of all the passengers and our stuff, gets off the ground. I wonder what the
Wright brothers would think seeing what flight looks like now. Think back to
December of 1903, when after many attempts, the Wright brothers were
successful in getting their “flying machine” off the ground. Thrilled, it is said that
they telegraphed this message to their sister Katherine: “We have actually flown
120 feet, will be home for Christmas.” Katherine hurried to the editor of the local
newspaper and showed him the message. He glanced at it and said, “How nice.
I’ll put an announcement in the paper. The next day the headlines read, “Wright
boys to be home for Christmas.”
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Continued on page two

Can you imagine what the Headlines on the front page of the Bethlehem
Harold, or the Jerusalem Times might have read that first Christmas Day?
“Bright Star Causes Sleep Loss” or “Wolves Slaughter Sheep as Shepherds
Come Down Out of the Hills” or maybe, “Taxation Boosts Economy –
Bustling Bethlehem Booms!” And on one of the back pages you might find a
small birth announcement, “Joseph of Nazareth has baby boy in crowded
Bethlehem, son to be named on the eighth day.”
How often do we miss the big news for us? How often does God reveal
God’s self to us and we look right past God?
There are a number of commercials out right now that try to convince us
that if we just use the right credit card or purchase the right present, then the
true meaning of Christmas will be communicated to those we love. We all
know that the greatest gift has already been given to us. And the best gift we
can give is to just tell the people around us that we love them for who they are
and that they are important to have in our lives. In doing so I think we just
might notice how near God really is and we’ll hear and experience the really
good news of Christmas.

Adult

CHOIRSCHEDULE
The choir is preparing for
Advent and Christmas and
could use more voices! If you
would like to join us for this
short, beautiful season, we
WOULD LOVE TO HAVE
YOU!

Rehearsal Schedule
Tuesday Evenings
7:00pm—8:30pm
December 3, 10, & 17
Worship Services Choir
will sing on Sundays
(Arrive at 8:30am for warm up)

December 8, 15, & 22
Special Services:
Christmas Eve at 4pm
We will have the last week of
December off and resume
rehearsals January 7th.

Behold, I bring you good news of great joy: for to you is born a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11)
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Dwight Rudquist

Christmas Eve Worship
COUNCILMEETING

New Members Welcome!

DECEMBERBIRTHDAYS
James Goranson
Mary Anne Mattson
Caren Carlson
Makayla Langer
Dalton Langer
Gayle Langer
Isaac Moberg
Jerry Rhoads
Geri Swenson
Carol Nelson
Susan Berthiaume
Melissa Johnson
Luke Valez
Suntina Hackmann

4:00pm & 10:00pm
MONTHLY

SARAHCIRCLE

SUNDAYWORSHIP

OFFICE HOURS@FELC

QUILTERS

12/01
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/11
12/12
12/19
12/19
12/21
12/22
12/27
12/29
12/31

Please contact the church office if
there are any errors or omissions.
Thank you.
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First
Lutheran
Youth

Maple Syrup bottles
are beautifully
decorated with
Christmas labels for
the holiday season
thanks to the youth
group & adults that
came to help.

CONNECT
INVITE
EQUIP

It’s not about what’s under the
tree, but who is around it.
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Library Hours:

Confirmation class will start up on
a regular basis soon! You will be
mailed out a schedule—stay tuned!

Monday 8:30am-1:30pm
Tuesday 8:30am-12:30pm
Thursday 8:30am-11:30am
Sunday 8:30am-11:00am

We will be setting up our annual Giving Tree that supports families from
the Taylors Falls community in need.
Each year, our generous
congregation purchases gifts cards for families who struggle at
Christmas. These families are blessed with gifts cards towards gas, food
and presents. If you’d like to donate toward this wonderful cause, you
can put your donation in the offering plate noting “Giving Tree” on
Sundays at worship or send your donation to the church:
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Attn: Giving Tree
561 Chestnut Street
Taylors Falls, MN 55084
Thank you for opening your heart this upcoming
Christmas season and blessings others!

Check out the new basket next to
the library door. You can find
devotions, the Lutheran Journal,
magazines and other interesting
reads.
We encourage you to check out the
library! There are so many good
books to check out!!

WE NEED YOU!!!
Winter will be here before we know it. The
Samaritan requests typically increase during
the cold, winter months. Currently, we are
on the lower side in the account. If you
would like to donate towards the Samaritan
fund, there are a few ways to do so:

Save the Dates!



Online—check out our website

December 7th



Sunday Mornings—drop an envelope in the offering plates with
“Samaritan Fund” listed on the front
Mail in your donation
Drop your donation in the office during office hours

Cookie Exchange &
Advent Celebration

January 24—26, 2020
JR/SR High Winter Camp

4

For more info and to register, visit:
WWW.LUTHERPOINT.ORG




Thank you for helping out this amazing ministry that helps so many
throughout the year.
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The annual lefse making
event was a great success!
Thank you to everyone who
came to be part of the
lefse team!

Missed the event but would like to try making some?
Here’s the recipe below!

Lefse Recipe (Makes 12-15)
Ingredients







5-6 pounds potatoes, peeled
1/4 cup melted butter
1/4 cup evaporated milk
1 scant tablespoon salt
2 tablespoon white sugar
1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour

Directions
1. Cover potatoes with water and cook until tender. Run hot
potatoes through a potato ricer.

2. Measure 4 packed cups of potatoes, place into a large bowl.
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Add butter, evap. milk, salt, and sugar and beat until mixed well.
Let cool to room temperature.
3. Stir flour into the potato mixture. Using ice cream scoop,
measure balls of dough. Roll out lefse balls to 1/8 inch
thickness.
4. Cook on a hot (500 degree F) griddle until bubbles form and
each side has browned. Place on a damp towel to cool slightly
and then cover with damp towel until ready to serve.
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Join us on Sunday, December
1st for worship. Then grab a
cup of coffee & help decorate
the church for Christmas!

Attention Thrivent
Partners and Thrivent
Members!

Please remember to
direct your Choice
Dollars by December 1st
to the recipient of your
choice, (including FELC).
Thank you all and God
Bless!

UNEXPECTED COMPANY CHORALE
Proudly Presents

Home for the Holidays

2019 Sankta Lucia

Fri, Dec. 6th at 7:30pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
13025 Newell Ave, Lindstrom

A Traditional Swedish
Christmas Program

Sun, Dec. 8th at 3pm
Forest Hills Church
1790 11th St SE, Forest Lake
Book study at the Lodge! Participants are reviewing
Trouble I’ve Seen Changing the Way The Church Views
Racism by Drew G. I. Hart. If you’re
interested in participating, please call
the church office so we can make sure
you know about schedule changes and
get you a book! Look for us in the
sunroom!
Friends & neighbors are
welcome!
Meeting time at the Lodge will be
10:30-11:30am on Wednesdays.
December 4th, 11th and 18th
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Tickets $10
For more info, check out
www.ucchorale.org

Saturday, December 14th
8:30am Coffee & Refreshments
9:00am Program
Chisago Lake Lutheran Church
Center City, MN

St. Croix Valley Orchestra
2019 Winter Concerts
Enjoy classical and Christmas music
12/1/19, 7pm—Taylors Falls United Methodist Church, Taylors Falls, MN
12/2/19, 7pm—Point Pleasant Heights community room, Chisago City, MN
12/7/19, 7pm—Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Amery, WI
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12/8/19, 2pm—Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Almelund, MN

Steeple
Fundraising
Each square foot is $30.
We appreciate all
donations towards replacing
our steeple.
Online donating is now
available! Check out the
church website!
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Meeting Agenda

Church Council of First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
10/13/19 10:45am-2:00pm
“To worship God as an intergenerational praying community, learning God’s Word, and
building lasting relationships as we grow in God’s love and grace.”

Members Present: Wendy Szczepanski, Rose Ander son, Cr aig Loen, Becky
Hulden, Miriam Flysjo, Pastor Dwight Rudquist Members Absent: none
A. Opening Devotions- Becky
B. Sharing story– where have you witnessed God’s Spirit in action? Lefse making
and meal. Pastor Dwight being here.
C. Pastor Orientation
A. Confirmation meets November 24, after church. Pastor Dwight will
connect with Angie and meet with the confirmands.
B. Newsletter lead– Congregation likes reading what the pastor has to say.
Pastor Dwight said he’d write for the newsletter.
C. Council meetings– Pastor Dwight will be able to attend the meetings.
D. Hospital Visits– Pastor Dwight and Becky will establish a protocol so
they will find out when a member of the congregation needs a pastoral
visit. We may need to have both a phone tree and email to inform the
prayer chain of prayer requests. When a person calls the office they
will be asked if it’s okay to share the information with the pastor and
prayer chain.
E. Pastor Dwight will attend staff meetings on Tues. at 9AM with
Michelle, Angie and Wendy.
D. Thoughts on sharing a pastorWendy received 2 phone calls from Faith Lutheran in Balsam Lake about sharing a
pastor. Faith has a full time pastor and have reduced the pastor’s time to 80% due to
the congregation getting smaller. The congregation is trying to determine what the
future will look like and they are open to the possibility of sharing a pastor.
Pastor Dwight inquired about other churches closer to FELC who may be looking to
share a pastor. He stated that Pastor Dan, a retired minister, is a supply preacher in
the Methodist church. We could share a pastor with a Methodist church. Trinity in
Lindstrom is looking for a part time pastor. Peace Church in WI is looking for a
pastor. Grantsburg may also be looking for a part time pastor.
FELC needs to stabilize our finances before we decide what type of situation we are
getting into. We need to be faithful in our ability to fund a pastor. We have Pastor
Dwight with us for 6 months so we can make an informed decision about our next
pastor.
Jerry Wahl worked for Mpls area synod. He would be willing to have a coffee
conversation with a few leaders of the church to figure out what is next. He will talk
about what questions we need to ask before we look for a pastor. Our last two
pastors left because we couldn’t pay them. We have to look at this so we don’t do it
again. We will look at a meeting with Jerry Wahl in the New Year.
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E. Treasurer's Report– Becky
Weekly income $1340 Oct 27, Nov 3 $2680—average $2010. We have been getting
about $1800 a week. This is becoming our norm. We can probably make plans based
on this.
We have $73,000 in the bank but it is designated funds so we can’t use it to pay a
pastor. $29,000 of that money is set aside to repair the steeple.
FELC received a $10,000 gift. Move 10,000 to savings. Should we tithe that gift? In
the past the council has tithed larger gifts. Should publish it in the newsletter and
bulletin.
Rose made a motion to move the $10,000 to savings. Becky seconded the motion.
Discussion– We discussed what to call it. . . Rainy day, Emergency fund, name it
after the person who gave the fund. After discussion it was decided the person giving
the money wouldn’t like the fund name after her so it was decided the money should
be added to replenish the Klinke fund. Craig moved to Amend to replenish Klinke
fund. Motion made by Rose was amended to: I move we move the $10,000 gift to
savings to replenish the Klinke fund. Motion carried.
Steeple repair $29200.98. $106 was raised selling lefse today and the lefse meal
raised almost $900.
Becky will ask property committee to get updated quote on the cost for the steeple
repair and have them get the repair scheduled for the spring. If people know the
repairs are scheduled we should be able to raise that last few thousand dollars. And
ask about where the Klinke fund was tithed to.
Some people are wondering why our financial reports say there is $70,000 in the bank
but we continue to say we need money. We need to write a newsletter article to
explain the finances. We know the money is in designated funds like the steeple fund
so it can only be used as designated. We need to change the weekly income report so
it makes more sense. Wendy will follow up to see where the numbers for the
newsletter are coming from. Becky will make up a simple form to share with the
council so we can see the giving trends.
Becky motioned to tithe 10% of $10,000 gift and we figure out later where we will
give the money at a later date. Seconded Craig. Discussion- In the past the church has
given to Family pathways which is food shelf and women’s shelter and given
to Together with Friends. We discussed if the money could be put in the Samaritan
fund. Becky will check with the property committee to see what the tithe for the
original Klinke fund went to support. Wendy will put the decision of what
organization to support on the agenda for a later meeting.

F. Organist position
Michelle wrote the ad and the council reviewed it.
Motion by Becky to use the ad and job description reviewed by council to put an ad
paper for an organist with an end date of Dec 15. Pastor Dwight, Wendy, Michelle
and Pete will be the interview committee.
Seconded by Rose
Discussion- Wendy has been meeting with Angie and Michell about staff meeting.
Wendy will put ad in local Indianhead advertiser, Chisago Co press, church
newsletter, bulletin, MiChiLu, Mpls and St Paul and NW WI Synod websites.
Pastor Dwight will be able to attend the weekly staff meeting. We have advertising
money in our budget.
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Continued on the next page…..

Vote on advertising for an organist- motion carried.
G. Stewardship
Angie ordered 10 books: Go, Ask and Tell. As we find people willing to help with
the stewardship campaign we have books to give them. The people Wendy have
asked say they are not a financial person. We need to open doors. We do not have
an active committee on Stewardship at this time.
We met with Pastor Ryan in Roseville about stewardship. He talked about people
talking about what the church means to them. We can’t do the traditional timeline.
We knew we needed to get some people in place to lead the stewardship committee.
If we can get 10 people to read the book we have a good basis for stewardship. Ask
them to meet in January with idea of how book affected them. Becky will write
something up to put it in the newsletter and bulletin and Pastor Dwight will speak to
it from the pulpit.
We did talk about doing some stewardship in Feb-April. We need to have an
understanding before we make our budget proposal at the June annual meeting.

Church Office
651-465-5265
www.tflutheran.org

2019-2020
Council/Officers:
Wendy Szczepanski—President
Craig Loen—Vice President
Becky Hulden—Treasurer
Miriam Flysjo —Secretary
Rose Anderson
Financial Secretary
Jerry Rhoads

H. Upcoming events
1. Making Lefse and the lefse lunch went well despite starting off by blowing
a fuse. Many different people showed up to help make it and many laughs were
shared. Some lefse was sold on Saturday and the remainder was sold on
Sunday.
2. The next Steeple Fundraiser will be moved to Dec 8 right after church. It
will be Brunch Sponsored by Joy and Dennis.
3. Nativity scene set up before Friday November 29- We need 3-4 people to
move the stable as it is very heavy. Pete has the figurines. Craig will bring
loose straw for manger scene.
4. Getting Ready for Jesus event - Saturday, Nov. 30, Sat. 2-4 in the
fellowship hall. Angie and her mom will get free Advent calendars and come up
with craft. If you have a Nativity set to display, please bring it to church before
Sat. Nov. 30. We still need volunteers to bring a hot beverage and cookies. Are
there any musicians who will play?
5. Christmas - decorations will be put up on December1- right after church.
6. The Ficke family is very interested in paying for lighting the steeple. Joe
was checking on what it will cost to put in electricity in the ground so we can
keep the family informed.

Holiday Services
- Thanksgiving service Community service at Baptist church. Wed, November 27 at
7:00. Community Choir meets at 6:00 to learn the song. All are welcome to join the
choir.
- Christmas - Services - December 24 4:00 and 10:00. Pastor Dwight will
officiate.
I. Motion to adjourn by Miriam seconded Craig
Next meeting December 8 at 10:30.
Minutes submitted by Miriam
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Mission Statement

The mission of FELC is to worship God as an
intergenerational praying community, to learn
God’s Word, and to build lasting relationships
as we grow in God’s love and grace.
(Mission Statement approved 2017)

Please send submissions to: parishc@tflutheran.org
Articles due the 10th of each month.
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