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/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ǘǿƻ  

First  

Things  
¢ƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
рсм /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ μ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊǎ CŀƭƭǎΣ ab  ррлуп-мммл 

срм-пср-рнср  ǿǿǿΦǜƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΦƻǊƎ 

!ç¹çßä þüþÿ 

I bet youôre thinking this 
is going to be an article 
about tithing ï youôre 
wrong. Have you ever 
heard the myth that we 
use only 10% of our 

brains? I say itôs a myth because, well, it is.  We may use only 10% 
while weôre resting, but typically we use all of our brain most of the 
time according to most neurologists. There are times my golfing 
buddies might refute this, however. 

I recall walking to the nursing home one day on my way to do a 
monthly communion service I did there. As I walked over from 
where I had parked my car the sun hit the silver paten 
(communion plate) that I took with me. Not only did the reflection 
blind me, but the heat it kicked off was also instant and intense. It 
took me back to my Boy Scout days cooking with a reflection oven. 
But what it really did was made me think, ñwhat if we really tapped 
into the power of óTHE SONô?ò 

Several months ago, in worship we kept coming back to the verse 
from Acts 1:8 that says, ñYou will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.ò What kind of power is Jesus talking about? How will the 
Holy Spirit intensify in us the reflection of Jesus (THE SON)?  Are 
we only using 10% of that power? More? Less? What does that 
power look like? How does it come to us? These are all interesting 
but tricky questions. 

Certainly, we experience the Holy Spiritôs moving in us as we 
gather for worship, as we hear and study scripture, and as we 
communicate with God in prayer. But we also know how difficult it 
is to know if itôs the Spirit or some undigested bit of beef (Scrooge 
ï A Christmas Carol). 



н 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ 

We also know that Lord Actonôs maxim is often true, that is that 
ñPower tends to corrupt, and that absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.ò  Sure, it would be great to harness ñTHE SONôSò 
power, but for what purpose and whoôs good? 

My hope in reflecting on this is 
that we all do a little searching, 
ñreflectingò if you will, on what it 
means for us to receive power 
and light from the Holy Spirit. To 
prayerfully consider how we are 
moved and where the Holy Spirit 
is moving us. 

The challenge of course is not to turn our plates (our lives) away 
and not receive what Jesus has promised. Which is not only sad 
for those who do, but not good for the neighbors in need to 
whom the Spirit is directing us. 

Maybe this ended up being a stewardship message without my 
intending it to be.                 

Pastor Dwight Rudquist 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

луκлр 5ȅƭŀƴ [ȅƴŎƘ 
луκлф 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ aǳŜƭƭŜǊ 
луκмл Wƻƴ¢ŀŜ IŀŎƪƳŀƴƴ 
луκмм wƛƭŜȅ [ƛƴƴƎǊŜƴ 
луκмо 5ŀǾƛŘ IŀŎƪƳŀƴƴ 
луκмс !ǊƴŜ [ŀƎǳǎ 
луκмф YŀǘƘȅ /ŀǊƭǎǘŜŘ 
луκмф {ǳŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ 
луκнл 5ŀƴ /ǳǊǊȅ 
луκнп tŀǧȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎ 
луκнр Wƻƴ [ǳǎŎƘŜƴ 
луκнс aƛƪŜ aƻōŜǊƎ 
луκнс WǳƭƛŜ ±ŀƭŜȊ 
луκол aŀǊŎƛŜƭƭŜ wƻƎŜǊǎ 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƻǊ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ  

New Members  
If you are interested in becoming 

a member, please contact the 

office at 651-465-5265. 

Welcome!  

SUNDAYWORSHIP  

Worship every Sunday at 9:00am.  

Recorded services from Sunday 

morning worship are available 

Sunday afternoons on our website 

www.tflutheran.org and can also be 

found on our YouTube Channel: 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of TF - 2nd. 

LIBRARYHOURS  

Sunday 8:00am-10:30am 

COUNCILMEETING 

Council will meet August 6, 2023. 

Save the Date 

ÅǅŭĢúǒğ !ǅŊǅƥƵ ƯƵœ 
YŷššŷǐŖŭŊ èŷƠƥœŖƌ 
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Bible Study,  

Church Choir, & Quilting  

will take a break for the summer!  

Watch for announcements this Fall! 

Vq]®ï« 
5]§§j|r|p r| 
A¯ª *q¯ªfqÔ 

Every Sunday: Worship 

at 9am followed by 

Fellowship at 10am.   

şŢêƈĎŢ ŦĪêƆĻ ĎŁêāĻĎŦ ŭĪĎ
ŢĎăĬşĬĎŁŭ ŭŇ āĎ ŦűŢŢŇűŁĈĎĈ āƈ
şŢêƈĎŢ͖ êŁĈ ĬŦ ê ŭêŁĥĬāĻĎ
ŢĎŀĬŁĈĎŢ ŇĤ YŇĈͽŦ ăêŢĎ êŁĈ
ĻŇƄĎ͖ ĎŁăŇűŢêĥĎŀĎŁŭ êŁĈ

ĬŁŦşĬŢêŭĬŇŁ͕ 

_Ĥ ƈŇűͽĈ ĻĬĸĎ ŭŇ āĎ şêŢŭ ŇĤ ŭĪĬŦ
ŁĎƆ ŀĬŁĬŦŭŢƈ ŇŢ ĪêƄĎ êŁƈ
šűĎŦŭĬŇŁŦ͖ şĻĎêŦĎ ŭêĻĸ ƆĬŭĪ

6Ďăĸƈ ]űĻĈĎŁ͕ 

We are planning to do a 
special service to welcome 
new members.  If you are 
interested in becoming a 
member of FELC, please 
speak with Pr. Dwight! 

¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ CǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗ   {ƛƴŎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸрлл ƛƴ ǊŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ Ǝŀǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŘΦ  5ƛŘ 
ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
aŀǇƭŜ .ǳŎƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΚ   

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ 5ƻƴ 
IŀƴǎŜƴΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 
ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΗ 

¢ŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻƴ ƻǊ !ƴƎƛŜ  
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΗ 

о 

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭŜǊ tŀǝ 
YŀŎƘŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀōƭŜ CǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мфǘƘΦ  {ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
ǳǎΦ  tŀǝ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǘƘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ   ! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aƛǊƛŀƳ CƭȅǎƧƻ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǩƴƎ 
ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎŀƭŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΗ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘΗ 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures 

forever.  Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story. 

~Psalm 107:1-2 


