Pentecost 8
Sunday, July 26, 2020

Welcome & Announcements
Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia.
Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find;
knock and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, alleluia.
We do not live by bread alone, but by ev’ry word
that proceeds from the mouth of God. Allelu, alleluia.

Greeting & Prayer
Prayer of the Day
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Special Music
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Scripture Readings

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And
Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out
or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous
they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not
asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
L: Word of God; word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:129-136
Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.
The unfolding of your words gives light;
it imparts understanding to the simple.
With open mouth I pant,
because I long for your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your custom toward those who love your name.
Keep my steps steady according to your promise,
and never let iniquity have dominion over me.
Redeem me from human oppression,
that I may keep your precepts.
Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears
because your law is not kept.
L: Word of God; word of life. C: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: Word of God; word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed
in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: Pastor Dwight Rudquist
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Hymn: Children of the Heavenly Father
Children of the heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given.
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth.
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.

Prayers
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. Amen.
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God!

Hymn: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
This supper is ended. Oh, now be extended the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching, shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, the tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face -our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing God’s children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
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PRAYERCARE Dan Peterson, Julie Valez, Margaret Dale, Marcielle Rogers, Cleo

Stomberg, Leo Nelson, Caren Carlson, Rose Anderson, Gail Johnson & the rest of
David Clow’s family, Yutaro Nakanishi, the family of Annie Lindgren, Brian Maloney,
the families of the St. Croix Falls students: McKinley Erickson and Kegan Koshiol, the
family of Andrew Dorsing, Cheryl Slattengren, the family of John Solheim, the family
of Gail Peterson, Cheri, Cara, Emily, Tammi, Shawna, Aunt Bobby, Aunt Barb, Uncle
Jerry, Amanda’s foster Mom, Amanda’s Dad & brother Mike, Vicki Ford, the family
of Gordon Fick, Dave Danberg, Marilyn Burnes, Geri Swenson, the family of Andy
Swenson, the family of Duane Rudquist, Don Grover, Caroline Greene, Nia Glynn,
Doris Fors, and the family of Jeremy Greene, Ann Rue, Helen Swanson, Jolene,
Maggie, the Hackmann Family, Rose Anderson and the family of Joe Mallery.

Need Pastoral Care?
Call Pastor Dwight 651-829-4884

Announcements
All church activities have been suspended until
further notice.

Have questions or in need of something?
Church Office: 651-465-5265

Virtual Coffee Hour: TODAY! Virtual
Zoom coffee hour will be at 10am. See your
email for the invitation!

Office Hours:
Monday 8:30am—1:30pm
Tuesday 8:30am—12:30pm
Thursday 8:30am-11:30am

Mark Your Calendars: Outdoor Worship
Service scheduled for Sunday, August 9th at
9am. More information will be included in the
August newsletter.
Annual Meeting:
Sunday, August
following the outdoor worship service.

Email: parishc@tflutheran.org
(this email is checked daily)

COUNCILMEMBERS
Wendy Szczepanski
Miriam Flysjo
Rose Anderson

9th

Membership: a packet was sent out in the
mail with membership information along with
Time and Talent sheets. Please complete and
send back to the church. This would greatly
help with our membership database!

Craig Loen
Becky Hulden

Video Credits
Pastor Dwight Rudquist
Toni Brekke: Organ
Becky Hulden: Vocals
Cheryl Moberg: Lector
Carli Linngren: Photography
Angie Linngren: Photography, Filming & Editing

Check out our website: www.tflutheran.org for
more information about our church.
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