Announcements
 Worship Schedule: Worship will be indoors every Sunday at 9:00am. We ask that you
please wear a mask and continue to sign in.
 DECEMBER NEEDS: If you would like to be an usher, read scriptures or help with
leading vocals (there can be two singers) for the month of December, please sign up at the
usher stand! We have lots of spots to fill!

 Bible Study following worship. Please meet downstairs. Printed materials will be available.
 Decorating the Church for Christmas: Today following worship.
 Confirmation Class will meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday. Currently, the students are
meeting with Pr. Dwight via zoom at 5:30pm. If you know of someone who would like
more information, please have them call the church office. Dec. Dates: 12/1 and 12/15
 Christmas Program will be on Sunday, Dec. 12th during worship. If you know of
children who would like to participate, please let Julie M or Angie know!
 Bake Sale: Calling all bakers!!! We will be having a bake sale after worship on Dec. 12th
to raise money for the Global Barnyard! If you are interested in baking, please sign up at
the usher stand! If you are interested in donating money to the ELCA Good Gifts/Global
Barnyard by purchasing specific items (goats, bees, cow, etc), talk with Angie and she can
help with that!

Sunday, November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent

Bolded words: Congregation
Non-bolded words: Pastor

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed by the holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend
your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow
the way of peace. Amen.
OPENING HYMN: Christ, Be Our Light (Vs. 1,2,5)
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MESSAGE: Pastor Dwight Rudquist

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

HYMN OF THE DAY: Blessed Be the God of Israel
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYERS

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We praise you, O God, for these lights that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep that we may be ready to
greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your
grace and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our
Lord whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN: Light One Candle (vs.1)
Light one candle on the wreath. Light one candle of hope;
Hope for the world to calm its fear, hope for the news we long to hear,

Hope in a child who will soon appear. Light one candle of hope.

BENEDICTION
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: Hark, the Glad Sound!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it
will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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THE GOSPEL: Luke 1:1-25
PSALM 25:1-10 (Read responsively by verse)
1

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
3
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
6
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
8
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
10
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Word of God, word of life.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, after investigating everything carefully
from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you
may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years.
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer
incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar
of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will
turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he
will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the
angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When
his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion.
She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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