Sunday, January 3, 2021
Second Sunday of Christmas
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LUTHERAN CHURCH of TAYLORS FALLS

Welcome & Announcements

Confession & Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.

Glo—ria 1n excelsis Deo; Glo—ria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song?

Glo—ria in excelsis Deo; Glo—ria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn king.

Glo—ria in excelsis Deo; Glo—ria in excelsis Deo.
Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower

us to reflect you light in all we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Special Music: Sam Lagus, Jacob Lagus, and Matt Lagus

Scripture Readings

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and
the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.

With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of
water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my
firstborn.

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel
will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has
redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the
LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall
become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn
their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill
of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

L: Word of God; word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:12-20

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.
He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes.
He hurls down hail like crumbs--
who can stand before his cold?
He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the LORD!

L: Word of God; word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; abstain from every form of evil.

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

L: Word of God; word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 1:1-18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, '"He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me."") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: Pastor Dwight Rudquist

Sermon Notes:




Hymn of the Day: Love Has Come

Love has come-- a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

P: Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

Holy Communion

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may receive
our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Elements



Communion Hymn: Your Little Ones, Dear Lord

Your little ones, dear Lord, are we, and come your lowly bed to see;
enlighten ev’ry soul and mind, that we the way to you may find.

With songs we hasten you to greet, and kiss the ground before your feet.
Oh, blessed hour, oh, sweetest night that gave you birth, our soul’s delight.

Oh, draw us wholly to you, Lord, and to us all your grace accord;
true faith and love to us impart, that we may hold you in our heart.

Until at last we too proclaim, with all your saints, your glorious name;
in paradise our songs renew, and praise you as the angels do.
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup
you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Benediction & Dismissal
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good
news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day through the Word made flesh. Amen.

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus
Thanks be to God!

Closing Hymn: Light Dawns on a Weary World

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity.
Light dawns on a weary world; the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain: The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed.
Love grows in a weary world; the promised feast of plenty comes.

Refrain

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, and wilderness reborn.
Hope blooms in a weary world; the promised green of Eden comes.

Refrain



PRAYERCARE

Caroline Greene, Nia Glynn, the family of Doris Fors, Ann Rue, Helen
Swanson, the Hackmann Family, the family of Joe Mallery, Dan
Petersen, Julie Valez, the family of Margaret Dale, Marcielle Rogers,
Cleo Stomberg, the family of Brian Maloney, Leo Nelson, Caren
Carlson, Rose Anderson, Gail Johnson & the rest of David Clow’s
family, Yutaro Nakanishi, the family of Annie Lindgren, Cheryl
Slattengren, the family of John Solheim, and Deb & Jerry Rhoads and
family of Marilyn Burnes, Darlene Mueller, Donna Lindgren, Don
Grover, Vicki Ford, Dave Danberg, Geri Swenson and the family of
Andy Swenson, and the family of Duane Rudquist.

Need Pastoral Care?
Call Pastor Dwight 651-829-4884

Have questions or in need of something?
Church Office: 651-465-5265

Office Hours:
Monday 12:00pm - 5:00pm Video Credits
Tuesday 8:30am - 12:30pm Pastor Dwight Rudquist
Thursday 8:30am - | 1:30am Toni Brekke: Organ
Arne & Miriam Lagus: Vocals

. . Jerry Rhoads: Lector
Email: parishc@tflutheran.org Special Music: Matt Lagus, Sam Lagus, Jacob Lagus
(thiS email is checked dall)’) Carli Linngren: Photography

Angie Linngren: Photography, Filming & Editing

COUNCILVEMBERS
Wendy Szczepanski Craig Loen
Miriam Flysjo Becky Hulden

Rose Anderson




