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Sunday, March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Bolded words: Congregation
Non-bolded words: Pastor

PRELUDE

Announcements
 Worship Schedule: Worship will be indoors every Sunday at 9:00am. We ask that you
please wear a mask and continue to sign in.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

 APRIL NEEDS: Please visit the usher table to sign up for the April discipleship - lector,
vocal leading, ushering and running the sound system!

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

 Bible Study will meet downstairs after worship. April dates to be announced.

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in
our pilgrimage. Amen.

 Quilting will meet the first and third Thursday mornings at 9:30am. If you are interested in
joining, please speak with Wendy Szczepanski or Kathy Carlsted.

Holy One, we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your
promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our
inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on
us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us
again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In
Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live
in love. Amen.
OPENING HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

 March Food Drive: Please bring nonperishable items to church on Sundays (or during
office hours). Food will be brought to Family Pathways weekly! Food suggestions: canned
fruit or veggies; bagged potatoes, carrots or onions; baking or cooking items: oil, flour, sugar,
spices; canned meat: tuna, chicken, salmon; canned soups, peanut butter, personal hygiene or
household cleaning products. Want to give financially? With Family Pathways buying power $1 = $7 worth of groceries.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy.
By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of
your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lenten Wednesday ~ Evening Services at 7pm

March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd, March 30th, and April 6th
Palm Sunday, April 10th ~ 9am
Maundy Thursday, April 14th ~ 7pm
Good Friday, April 15th ~ 7pm
Easter Sunday, April 17th ~ 9am
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PRAYERS

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Merciful God.
Receive our prayer.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And
so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The
manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, bless you this day and always. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
DISMISSAL
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PSALM 32
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those to
whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day
and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of
summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.

Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of
mighty waters shall not reach them. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from
trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye
upon you. Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be
curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in
the Lord. Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright
in heart.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-32
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.
So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until
he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that
I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
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Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his
property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like
one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to
celebrate.
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE: Pastor Dwight Rudquist
HYMN OF THE DAY: Our Father, We Have Wandered
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